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The Parish Council met on 16 March 2022 in 
Crakehall Village Hall and was attended by 
Councillors David Shaw, Jonny Neale, Al Beal, 
John Wilson and Suzanne Stirke. District 
Councillor John Noone and County Councillor 
John Weighell also attended. The main points 
from the meeting were: 

The work to the railings outside St Edmund’s 
had now been completed by NYCC (some 33 
months after the damage occurred)! 

NYCC had confirmed recently that they are 
installing a post at the new layby on the 
A684 just outside the village to 
accommodate one of the “Take Your Litter 
Home” signs provided by Hambleton District 
Council. A second sign will be fixed to railings 
near the play equipment on The Batts.  

The gate post on the footpath between 
Crakehall Mill and Green Gate Lane had not 
yet been repaired although a fairly secure 

temporary gate had been put in place.  In the 
absence of clarity about ownership, the 
council will undertake the repairs although 
support towards material and labour will be 
sought from NYCC.  

Yorkshire Water and NYCC (Highways) had 
both confirmed that the open drain on 
Green Gate Lane was not their responsibility, 
more likely it was the land owner’s. 
Councillors agreed that this was not a parish 
council responsibility either.   

Cllr Shaw reported the latest data from the 
Vehicle Activated Sign on the A684 with 85th 
percentile speeds in Little Crakehall as 32.9 
mph from Leyburn and 32.9 mph towards 
Leyburn.  

A request for 40 mph “buffer zones” at 
either end of the village on the A684 had 
been submitted to NYCC but had been 
rejected but Councillors will pursue matters 
further.  
 

In response to the Annual Play Park 
inspection reports Cllr Shaw had examined 
the Bench Seat on The Batts which was 
reported as having “2 corroded steel 
legs/feet creating instability”. Cllr Shaw felt 
that only one leg required strengthening – he 
volunteered to do the work himself.  
 

Quotes had been received for minor works to 
equipment at The Batts and at The Village 
Hall but both were felt to be excessively 
expensive for work to resolve very low risk 
issues. Cllr Neale agreed to examine the 
surface underneath the swings at the Village 
Hall and instal rubber matting if he felt it 
appropriate.  
 

Celebrations were planned in both Crakehall 
and Langthorne for The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee from 2 to 5 June 2022 and the council 
agreed to buy Jubilee Mugs for all children 
living in the Crakehall and Langthorne 
parishes (aged 16 or under). Other residents 
will also be invited (via Facebook and this 
newsletter) to pre-order mugs for the “at 
cost” price of around £3 / mug. The council 
also agreed to waive the costs of hiring the 
council’s marquee for the event in 
Langthorne on 5 June 2022 and to receive 
the donations from the Langthorne 
community to purchase a seat for the village 
green. The council also agreed to contribute 
£250 to Bedale Town Council to support 
financially the events they are planning in 
Bedale Park on Sunday 5th June.  
 

Councillors noted the success of the 
Wildfower Meadow last summer and agreed 
to use the same seed and the same 
quantities again this year. Attempts will also 



 

be made to plant seed on the grass bank 
between the road bridge and the footbridge. 
 

A request had been received to site a 
memorial bench in cemetery. Councillors 
agreed the request but with the usual 
conditions.  
 

Councillors discussed at length damage 
caused by large delivery lorries to grass 
verges outside Langthorne Hall and 
speeding tractors in Langthorne. The clerk 
had written to the companies concerned and 
NYCC had installed a plastic post and 
reinstated the grass. It was agreed that the 
clerk should also write to the owner of 
Langthorne Hall about the matter. As far as 
speeding tractors are concerned, residents 
are advised to take a note of the vehicle 
registration numbers and contact the police.  
 

Road closed signs and bollards remain on 
the verges at either end of Langthorne village 
many months after the road through the 
village was closed for a few days. The clerk 
was asked to contact Highways to request 
their removal.  

 As the peak growing season was 
approaching, Cllr Stirke commented that she 
hoped that all local farmers would “spray 
out” any crops on public footpaths on their 
land so that access was maintained.  

The next Parish Council Elections are 
scheduled to take place on Thursday 5 May 
2022 along with North Yorkshire County 
Council Elections. All seats on the parish 
council will become vacant.   
 

The council raised no objections to the 
Cricket Club’s plan to purchase sight screens 
and wicket covers and noted the intention to 
store these to the side of the pavilion when 
not in use. The council also noted that the 
Emmerdale match has been scheduled for 14 
August 2022 (raising funds for Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance  

A resident had suggested that the council 
should offer to “take some families” from 
Ukraine and, whilst this was not felt to be 
possible, the council was pleased to endorse 
the “Homes for Ukraine” scheme.  

Cllr Wilson advised that some of the stones 
on the top of the walls of the road bridge on 
the A684 appeared to have been dislodged 
by a vehicle. The clerk will contact Highways. 

Concerns were raised again about branches 
from trees on The Batts overhanging the 
bridge wall (on the downstream side). An 
inspection was awaited.  

For further details about any of the items in this 
newsletter and many others not included here 
please see the full minutes of the meeting at the 
Parish Council section of www.crakehall.org.uk  

The Next Meeting of the Parish Council will 
be held on Wednesday 18 May 2022 
immediately after the Annual Parish 
Meeting and the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting. All meetings in the Village Hall 
starting at 7.15 pm. 

Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council 
Members’ Email Addresses 

David Shaw (Chairman) - 
cwlpc.shaw@gmail.com  

Jonny Neale (Vice–Chairman) - 
cwlpc.neale@gmail.com  

John Wilson – cwlpc.wilson@gmail.com  

Al Beal – bealparish@gmail.com 

Suzanne Stirke – cwlpc.stirke@gmail.com   

Jess Randall – cwlpc.randall@gmail.com 

If you require further contact information for 
members please contact the clerk, Chris 
McGee – cwlpc.clerk@gmail.com  
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