The Pinfold

From medieval times the village regulated all aspects of farming and breaches of the regulations were punished by “paynes” or fines at the Manor Court.

Most villagers had rights of grazing for their beasts both on the Common and on fallow land at certain times of the year. Animals which strayed from their owner’s land or any animals above a man’s entitlement were impounded by the bailiff, sometimes called the Pounder or Pinder, and penned up in the 
Pound or Pinfold. At first the Pinfold was an enclosure fenced-off with wattle fencing, but later it was a stronger, more permanent structure of stone. This Pinfold has been built mainly of cobbles from the nearby Beck. It is situated on Blind Lane, part of a drove road near the old ford.

In 1570 a fine of three pence was usual for securing the release of an animal from the Pinfold.

Bailiffs were never popular with the villagers and so they often failed to collect fines, as frequent complaints in the Manor Court Rolls testify. The bailiffs of Crakehall were no exception. In 1610 the Crakehall bailiffs, Will Clapham and Will Clarke were reported to the court “for that they are so negligent that they will present nothing”.
In 1760 the bailiff of Crakehall was one John Horner whose job it was to tend the meadows from 5am to 7pm for a wage of ten pence per day and to drive all horses, cattle and sheep, which were there without right, into the “pound”.

Pinfolds continued in use in many villages right into the 20th century. The Crakehall Pinfold was restored by the Parish Council in 1994 to preserve a small part of the history of the village. The landscaping was completed in 1996 by a group of young people from the village.
