CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 22 September 2011 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr J Wilson (Chairman)

Mr J Neale (Vice-Chairman) 





Mr A Beal


Mr P Lodge

Mr D McIntosh Powrie

Mr D Thompson


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


10 Parishioners 


         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner suggested that the Council purchase its own notice board to display only Council notices as such notices on the village notice boards were not visible due to posters being placed on top.  It was noted that the notice board on the Village Green and behind the bus shelter in Little Crakehall belonged to the Council.  Due to the length of the minutes it was not deemed practical to display them individually although the Council would not object to parishioners removing the minutes to read them provided that they were returned.
2. A Parishioner applauded the newly improved dog gate at the footpath on the A684.

3. A Parishioner reported that another kissing gate on the footpath from the A684 to Primrose Hill required attention as it was not closing correctly.
4. A Parishioner asked if the willow tree that had fallen into the beck upstream of the weir could be removed.  
5. A Parishioner enquired as to whether the Council had been approached, as Bedale Town Forum had been, regarding the events to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  The Council had not been approached.
6. A Parishioner questioned why Highways had been present in Ashdowne.  The Council was not aware of any highway issues in this area.  

1) MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of the July meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.  

3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 21 July 2011 (see Appendix A).  Further information was given on the following issues:
Item 13 – Library Service:  North Yorkshire County Council had confirmed that they were not immediately looking for a drop off point within the Parish. 
4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The following items required further discussion:

1. An email had been received from Brigadier Hepworth on behalf of the Crakehall branch of the Conservative Party requesting permission to park on the Village Green outside Hall Farm on the evening of 15 October 2011 for a fund raising party.  The Council had no objections.
2. A letter had been received from the Royal Horticultural Society asking if the community wished to participate in the RHS Britain in Bloom.  An article would be included in the next newsletter.
5) FINANCE
1. The Clerk presented the transactions from 14 July 2011 to 15 September 2011 (see Appendix B) and also tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures as at 15 September 2011 (see Appendix C).  The Clerk highlighted the budget heading where overspend had occurred and made proposals for virements between budget headings.  The Council agreed the proposals.
2. The Clerk reported that the external auditor had completed the audit of the annual return for the year ended 31 March 2011 and that no comments were made.
6) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr Battersby of Royd House, Langthorne had applied to construct a sun room to the existing dwelling.  The Council had no objections to this planning application.
7) ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR WEIR
The Chairman asked the Council to consider the appointment of the advisory committee and reported that the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations (YLCA) had advised that legislation differed depending on the terminology and hierarchy used and as such it recommended that the group be referred to as a ‘Working Party’.  The YLCA had also confirmed that the Council’s current public liability insurance covered members of the group should they need to meet and that as the full Council would make the final decision as to funding applications, insurance regarding any indemnity would not be necessary.  The Council agreed the name and terms of reference for the group (see Appendix D).  The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Alison Barnes of Crakehall Watermill stating that they were interested in joining the working party as although they had a vested interest in the weir they also had a genuine village heritage interest.  The Council was grateful for their offer and the Chairman thanked those parishioners who had volunteered to join the group.  The Council confirmed that the working party would consist of seven members – Councillor Wilson, Councillor Mcintosh Powrie, the Clerk Anne Kind, Alison or Lionel from the Watermill, Clive Butler, Martyn Mongon and Peter Hudson.  Councillor Wilson was appointed the leader of the group and the Clerk was asked to arrange the first meeting.
8) WINTER MAINTENANCE PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL SCHEME
The Clerk presented the details of the winter maintenance scheme highlighting the requirements expected of the Council including purchasing snow clearing and personal protection equipment, buying salt/grit, providing suitable storage locations and having appropriate public liability and employee liability insurance.  Following a discussion of the requirements members agreed that the Council would not participate in the scheme.
9) SAFETY SURFACE FOR SWINGS AT VILLAGE HALL PLAY AREA
The Clerk reported that the grass underneath the swings at the Village Hall had worn away and that it was now bare earth.  The Council agreed that some safety surface was necessary and considered the recommendation from the Wicksteed inspection report and the quotations noted in the Parish Clerk report item 10.  Councillor Neale offered to donate some recycled rubber sheeting that had been used as a safety surface.  Members agreed that Paul Kind should assess the material for its suitability.
10) OVERHANGING BRANCHES ALONG LANGTHORNE ROAD
Councillor Thompson reported that there were overhanging branches that required pruning along Langthorne Road close to Storra Pasture and Town End Farm.  The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Smith of Storra Pasture.
11) MATTERS OF URGENCY
The Chairman invited Mr McGee to address the Council with his proposed changes to the newsletter.  The Council discussed the proposals and agreed that as editor of the newsletter Mr McGee should be allowed the opportunity to implement the changes. 
12) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 17 November 2011.    
13) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Councillor Beal reported that the warning lights at the school crossing patrol sign had flashed during the first two weeks of the school holidays but had not flashed since the children had returned to school.
2. Councillor Beal reported that the road surface on the level crossing at Crakehall required attention.

3. It was reported that the manhole cover on the A684 at the cross roads with Langthorne Road was unstable.

4. A parishioner asked if a councillor would join the Bedale and Village Forum.  No members volunteered.
5. A parishioner suggested that the working party should contact Carillion regarding possible funding for the repairs to the weir.
APPENDIX A

PARISH CLERK REPORT – 22 SEPTEMBER 2011

1. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – Three parishioners, Clive Butler, Peter Hudson and Martyn Mongon responded to the article in the newsletter requesting volunteers to form an Advisory Committee.  Councillor Mcintosh Powrie has also expressed an interest in the group.  Nick Buck, as secretary of the Yorkshire Dales River Trust, has offered to provide advice regarding possible funding sources on an ad hoc basis.  

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 7:  The Council should agree the name, confirm the terms of reference and appoint members to the group. 

2. DAMAGED FENCE AT CRAKEHALL BECK – Highways replaced a section of fence and a number of posts and has since returned to complete the work to the expected standard. 
3. DAMAGED FENCE AT KIRKBRIDGE – Highways have yet to repair the fence.
4. STILE AND FOOTPATH AT BACK LANE – The Clerk discussed the proposed kissing gate with Mrs Walker, the tenant of the land, and has requested more information from the Countryside Ranger regarding the proposed work.  The landowner, John G Hills, will be contacted once the information has been received.  
5. LACK OF SCHOOL TRANSPORT – Awaiting further information from Councillor Neale.
6. STILES ON FOOTPATH FROM CRAKEHALL TO KIRKBRIDGE – Awaiting an update from the Countryside Ranger.
7. WINTER MAINTENANCE TRAINING PACKAGE – Highways have provided details of a training session scheduled for October. 
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 8:  The Council should discuss whether to commit to the scheme.
8. REQUEST TO CARILLION TO TARMAC FOOTWAY OUTSIDE VILLAGE HALL – No further communication has been received from Carillion.
9. AREA TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF CHURCH GATE – The Clerk continues to investigate this issue.
10. PLAYGROUND INSPECTION - Wicksteed carried out the annual playground inspection on 27 July 2011.  The report listed a few minor issues and recommendations.  Paul Kind will review the report. 
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 9:  The Council should consider whether to install safety surface under the swings at the Village Hall play area as the grass has worn away.  Wicksteed quoted £564.00 + VAT + £12.00 carriage to supply and install 6 mats and Climb ‘n’ Slide quoted £315.00 + VAT.

11. SPRAYING OF REEDS IN CRAKEHALL BECK - Paul Kind has applied weed killer to the reeds and Himalayan Balsman in the beck upstream of the weir.
12. FENCE OPPOSITE BENCH AT UPPER BATTS - Wicksteed confirmed that an acceptable spacing for the upright boards would be 240mm.  Councillor Mcintosh Powrie has undertaken the work.
13. LIBRARY SERVICE – North Yorkshire County Council has confirmed that they have absorbed the majority of the Home Library Service users served via the mobiles into the current Home Library and Information Service.  Awaiting further information.
14. UPDATE ON A684/A1 JUNCTION – The Highways Agency has confirmed that the proposal has been changed from a signal controlled junction to a priority junction without signals.
15. CONDITION OF FOOTWAY FROM CRAKEHALL TO BEDALE – Highways advised that a weed killer was applied to the footway prior to the re-surfacing works although it sometimes proved ineffective as they were restricted in the type of herbicides allowed.  The highway inspector has since undertaken additional weed killing.
APPENDIX A (Continued)

16. DETERIORATION OF ROAD SURFACE AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS ALONG A684 - Highways advised that the potholes at the junction of Langthorne Road and outside High Mill Farm had not reached the intervention level.  The road surface at St Edmund’s and Brookside would be included in the re-surfacing works scheduled for the next financial year.
17. MAINTENANCE OF VILLAGE HALL PLAY AREA – Rebecca Crowe agreed to undertake this work.
18. KISSING GATE ALONG FOOTPATH TO WEST PASTURE HOUSE – The Public Rights of Way team have been informed that the kissing gate does not close correctly.  Considered low priority and awaiting its repair.
19. METAL GATE ALONG FOOTPATH FROM A684 – The Public Rights of Way team have been informed that the concrete hanging post is leaning which is preventing the gate from closing.  Considered low priority and awaiting its repair.
20. HEDGE ALONG BLIND LANE* - The Public Rights of Way team was asked to cut back the overgrown vegetation however someone else has since undertaken this task.
21. WASP AND BEES NEST* - Mr Teasdale kindly removed the wasps and bees nests from the Batts and cemetery.
22. PROBLEM AREAS ALONG STATION ROAD* - Highways repaired the potholes outside Manor Farm and have asked the contractors working on behalf of the utility company to carry out some remedial repairs to the reinstatement outside Windwhistle. 
*These issues occurred since the meeting on 21 July 2011.       

NB All actions have been verified by the Chairman.

APPENDIX B

	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	
	
	
	
	

	September PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 14 July 2011 to 15 September 2011
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	4569.73
	
	
	7503.88
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HMRC VAT Refund
	40.84
	
	
	
	
	

	Interment - (Mr Airey)
	220.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	1.07
	
	

	
	
	260.84
	
	
	1.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rebecca Crowe - (Cemetery Maintenance)
	187.50
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind (Farmway & House Home) - (Weed & Wasp Killer)
	33.71
	
	
	
	
	

	Hambleton DC - (August Newsletters)
	10.44
	
	
	
	
	

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd - (Playground Inspection)
	108.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Stuart Shield - (Village Maintenance)
	62.27
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall Filling Station - (Fuel - Tractor, Strimmer & Ride on)
	97.67
	
	
	
	
	

	Mazars - (External Audit to 31Mar11)
	162.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	661.59
	
	
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	4168.98
	 
	 
	7504.95
	


APPENDIX C
	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Position as at 15 September 2011
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	2011/2012
	
	Cash Flow
	
	
	
	

	
	Budget  
	
	to Date
	
	
	
	

	
	(incl Viret*)
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	£
	
	£
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	7882
	
	3941
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent Prior Year
	8295
	
	10962
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Income
	135
	
	220
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	15
	
	
	
	

	Donations to Legal Fees for Weir
	
	
	200
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	16312
	
	15340
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of Election
	302
	
	302
	 
	
	
	

	Salaries
	1995
	
	499
	 
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Expenses - Admin
	180
	
	65
	 
	
	
	

	Salaries - Village Green and Cemetery 
	1850
	
	793
	 
	
	
	

	Playground Inspection
	100
	
	90
	 
	
	
	

	Fuel & Cord (Strimmer etc)
	80
	
	74
	 
	
	
	

	Diesel (Tractor)
	270
	
	118
	 
	
	
	

	Servicing of Machinery
	150
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	Audit Fees
	200
	
	160
	 
	
	
	

	Insurance
	1350
	
	1232
	 
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	300
	
	224
	 
	
	
	

	Honorariums
	280
	
	17
	 
	
	
	

	Room Fees
	80
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	Playground Repairs etc
	100
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	*Newsletter & Walks Leaflets
	56
	
	47
	 
	
	
	

	*Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	584
	
	176
	 
	
	
	

	Tree Maintenance
	800
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	Road Repairs
	100
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	War Memorial
	0
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	Repairs to Weir (Legal Fees)
	0
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	Clearing of Beck
	0
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Reserve Fund
	500
	
	0
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	9277
	
	3797
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent  
	7035
	 
	11543
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note - This report does not include VAT  
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX D

CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL - REPAIRS TO WEIR WORKING PARTY
TERMS OF REFERENCE
Aim of the Working Party:
To identify and pursue funding streams and grant support and undertake any necessary fundraising to fund the cost of the repairs to Crakehall Weir.

Role of the Working Party
1. To identify organisations capable of repairing the weir and obtaining quotations.

2. To identify sources of external funding eg grant support, fundraising etc.
3. To make applications for funding and be responsible for any follow-up required.
4. To monitor and evaluate avenues initiated by the working party and make reports to the Parish Council.
5. To work with other agencies and organisations if necessary.

6. To involve and inform the local community of the activities of the working party bringing in expertise and experience from the wider community wherever possible.
7. To report regularly to the Parish Council offering advice or recommendations in order for the Parish Council to make informed decisions.

8. The working party shall not have power to exercise, on behalf of the Parish Council, any authority nor to incur expenditure without prior authority from the Parish Council.

Membership
1. Up to 7 members appointed by the Parish Council.  Members may consist of councillors and non-councillors.

2. The leader of the working party shall be Councillor John Wilson unless agreed otherwise.
Conduct of Meetings
1. The working party is informal and meetings can be held anywhere, without public notice.  They are not open to members of the public therefore formal minutes are not required. 

2. Notes should be taken, by a nominated group member, to facilitate reporting back to the Parish Council.







Minutes are published on the Crakehall website www.crakehall.org.uk

