CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 18 September 2008 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)






Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson
Mr M Gill


Mr C Dent

Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


2 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner reported that the street light at the junction of Coronation Road and Hackforth Road was being obstructed by an overgrown tree.  The Chairman stated that he would inspect it.

2. A Parishioner reported that Bedale Choir had displayed notices on posts around the village with sellotape but that the sellotape had not been removed when the notices had been taken down.  The Chairman asked the parishioner to speak directly with Bedale Choir.

1) MINUTES
Minutes of the July meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 17 July 2008 (see Appendix A).  Further information was given on the following item: 
Item 10 – Salt Bin in Ashdowne:  Highways advised that the salt bin in Ashdowne satisfied the criteria for the provision of salt bins, however the salt bin in Ashdowne Close did not meet the criteria and would be removed.  Highways therefore intend to replace the damaged bin in Ashdowne with that from Ashdowne Close.
Councillor O’Neil enquired as to the disrepair of the road at Kirkbridge opposite the old buildings and asked what could be done about the reeds in the beck in Kirkbridge.  The Clerk was asked to contact Highways regarding the road.  The Council agreed that an application should be submitted to the Environment Agency next year to spray the reeds.

Councillor Dent stated that Mr Morris had expressed his appreciation for the work that Highways had undertaken in repairing the pot holes outside the Old Chapel.

4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The following items required further discussion:
1. The Clerk informed the Council that an invitation had been received for the Village Ventures 2008 Awards Evening on 10 October 2008 and asked if any members wished to attend.  The Chairman, the Clerk, Councillor O’Neil and Mr Brewster accepted the invitation.  

2. A letter had been received from Mencap requesting a donation.  The Council agreed that it was not able to support this request.

3. CE Electric UK had written asking if there were any members of the parish they should be aware of who would be particularly vulnerable in the event of a power cut.  The Council asked if Councillor O’Neil would include an article in the next Parish Council newsletter posing this question.
5) FINANCE REPORTS
1. The Clerk announced that the external auditor had completed the audit of the annual return for the year ended 31 March 2008 and that there were no adverse comments.
2. The Clerk presented the transactions from 15 July 2008 to 14 September 2008 (see Appendix B). 
3. The Clerk tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures as at 14 September 2008 (see Appendix C) and also included the projected outturn to the end of the financial year i.e. March 2009.  The Clerk stated that two contractors had been asked to provide a quote for necessary road repairs across the Village Green but at the time of producing this report only the quotation from Duffields had been received.  The Clerk advised that their quoted figure of £2880 had been included under ‘Road Repairs’ in order to provide an indication of the potential cost for these repairs.  
Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk of any future financial plans in order for them to be incorporated into the precept for next year.

6) CONTRIBUTION TO FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE
The Chairman informed the Council that two contractors had been asked to provide a quotation for the cost of this footway extension in order to provide members with some basis on which to make a judgement on a possible contribution.  The Clerk advised that Duffields had quoted £5410.00+VAT and Biker Contracts £2402.52(+Highway inspection fees)+VAT.  The Council asked if the Clerk would contact Highways to establish what North Yorkshire County Council would charge for this scheme.
7) VILLAGE GREEN – ROAD SURFACING
The Chairman stated that the roads across the Village Green were in need of repair and that the Clerk had met with two contractors to discuss the necessary work.  The Clerk advised that Duffields had quoted £2880.00+VAT and Biker Contracts £2085.57+VAT.  It was highlighted that the financial regulations state that three quotations should be obtained.  The Council requested that the Clerk acquire a further quotation and investigate the possibility of gaining grant support towards the cost of the road repairs.  The Chairman stated that Hambleton District Council did not have any monies available for such grant support and it was suggested that the Clerk make enquiries with the County Council. 
8) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
1. Mr Grainger of Mirefold Farm, Kirkbridge. had applied for prior notification for the construction of a shelter for livestock.  The Chairman stated that this had been provided for information only as formal approval was not required.

2. Mr & Mrs Cartland of 3 Mastil Close, Little Crakehall had applied for a change of use of agricultural land to domestic.  Councillor O’Neil declared an interest as a close friend of the applicant.  The Council had no objections.  
9) MATTERS OF URGENCY
The Chairman informed the Council that he had been approached about the marquee on the Village Green as formal permission had not been granted for it to be erected and also questioned why it was still there.  Councillor Dent advised that the marquee had been placed on the Village Green by the Leek Club however due to personal circumstances the secretary of the Leek Club had forgotten to write to the Parish Council requesting permission.  He explained that due to the weather conditions the marquee had been too wet to dismantle but would be removed when dry.
10) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 20 November 2008.

The Chairman announced that he would not be able to attend and that Councillor O’Neil would chair this meeting.
11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Councillor Gill reported that he was concerned about the use of red diesel in the tractor as he was unsure if the cutting of the Village Green was considered an agricultural activity.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations to establish whether or not red diesel was permitted in tractors being used to cut village greens.

2. Councillor O’Neil wished to thank Mr Woodward and Councillor Smith for their work in the cemetery.

3. Councillor Dent was asked if he had discussed the bus shelter in Little Crakehall with Mr Powrey.  It was suggested that a parishioner living closer to the bus shelter may help to keep this shelter tidy.  Councillor O’Neil would approach Mrs Downes.
4. Councillor O’Neil mentioned that due to lack of news there had not been a Parish Council newsletter written for August/September and that the next newsletter would be issued in November.

5. A Parishioner asked if the pot holes could be repaired at the entrance to Greengates Lane.  The Clerk was asked to establish who was responsible for the apron of this road.

APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT – 18 SEPTEMBER 2008

1. FOOTPATH TO NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS – The landowner and Countryside Ranger are to meet in October.  The waymarking should be undertaken following this meeting.

2. SIZE OF DROP FROM STILE ON A684 - The Countryside Ranger has added an extra step and hand post at the field side of this stile.

3. FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE – The Highways Improvement Manager Jayne Charlton advised that the impact on the net value of the scheme from any contribution from the Parish Council would determine the position/possibility of it being implemented.  

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 6: The Council should consider how much to contribute.

4. WAR MEMORIAL - The stonemason has advised that he will commence work before November.
5. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – The Yorkshire Local Councils Associations continues to liaise with the solicitor at the National Association of Local Councils regarding the legal implications of the Parish Council taking possession of the weir.  Enquiries have also been made with English Heritage regarding their grants.  They advised that the weir does not qualify as it is not a listed building or a scheduled ancient monument.

6. BASKETBALL SHAFT – The Chairman and Mr Woodward have repaired and re-sited this to the grounds of the Village Hall.

7. DAMAGED PINFOLD SIGN – This has been reinstated by the Chairman and Mr Woodward.

8. SPRAYING OF REEDS IN CRAKEHALL BECK – Mr Kind has completed the spraying and the Environment Agency has been informed.

9. BARRIER FENCE ALONG CRAKEHALL BECK – Highways at NYCC have repaired the fence.
10. SALT BIN IN ASHDOWNE – Highways will make an assessment against the current criteria for the provision of salt bins and will replace it if it fulfils the requirements otherwise it will be removed.

11. POT HOLES OUTSIDE THE OLD CHAPEL – Highways have repaired these as a gesture of goodwill.

12. ROAD IN KIRKBRIDGE – Willie Foulds has cleared the vegetation on the road side from the Mill to the track leading to The Ings.  Highways at NYCC have strimmed up to the highway boundary ie the fence line.

13. HEADSTONES IN GRAVEYARD – The Chairman and Mr Woodward have completed the necessary repairs at a considerably reduced fee.

14. REMOVING EDGINGS AROUND GRAVES – The Yorkshire Local Councils Associations has provided some advice and the Clerk is investigating further. 

15. BT PHONE BOX IN LANGTHORNE – BT have advised that as this kiosk is listed they will repaint it.  However they cannot provide an actual date but have stated that it will be done within the next twelve months.

16. LOW FENCE AT BATTS – The Chairman and Mr Woodward have erected the fence.

17. NOTICE BOARD ON THE GREEN - The Chairman has repaired this notice board.

18. MOBILE POST OFFICE – The Post Office has been contacted regarding the opening times and slope.  Awaiting a response.

19. PATCHING WORKS IN ASHDOWNE AND OTHER AREAS* - Highways have completed this work.

20. REMOVAL OF SILT IN BECK* - The Environment Agency has been contacted requesting that the silt be removed downstream of the bridge.  Awaiting a reply.

*These issues occurred since the meeting on 17 July 2008.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
	APPENDIX B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	September 2008 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 15 July 2008 to 14 September 2008
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	1702.32
	
	
	3469.04
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HMRC VAT Refund
	23.76
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks Leaflets - TIC
	5.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks Leaflets - Garage
	6.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	 
	
	
	17.74
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	35.26
	
	
	17.74
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	YHRTP - (Clerk's Course)
	127.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - (Clerk's Expenses)
	20.09
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	M Gill - (Burtree Leisure Shop - Fuel Container)
	9.99
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd - (Playground Inspection)
	166.85
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S Shield - (Northallerton Tyre - Puncture Repair)
	9.40
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D G Woodward - (Fence at Beck, Basketball etc)
	140.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D G Woodward - (Work in Graveyard)
	103.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	577.33
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	1160.25
	 
	 
	3486.78
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	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	Position as at 14 September 2008

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	2008/2009
	
	2008/2009
	
	Projected 
	

	
	
	Budget  
	
	Cash Flow
	
	Outturn
	

	
	
	 
	
	to Date
	
	to March 2009
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	

	Precept
	
	7152
	
	3576
	
	7152
	

	Cash Not Spent Prior Year
	
	2328
	
	2328
	
	2328
	

	Cemetery Income
	
	
	
	110
	
	110
	

	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	
	133
	
	133
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	37
	
	37
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	9480
	
	6184
	 
	9760
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of Election
	
	300
	
	302
	
	302
	

	Salaries
	
	2000
	
	455
	
	1800
	

	Miscellaneous Expenses - Admin
	
	100
	
	233
	
	350
	

	Village Maintenance and Cemetery Costs
	
	1100
	
	368
	
	1100
	

	Playground Inspection
	
	210
	
	142
	
	142
	

	Fuel
	
	100
	
	0
	
	200
	

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	50
	
	220
	

	Insurance
	
	1200
	
	916
	
	1200
	

	Subscriptions
	
	250
	
	0
	
	0
	

	Honorariums
	
	50
	
	0
	
	200
	

	Room Fees
	
	80
	
	0
	
	0
	

	Playground Repairs etc
	
	190
	
	42
	
	60
	

	Newsletter
	
	120
	
	0
	
	120
	

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	
	440
	
	436
	
	500
	

	Charitable Contributions
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Tree Maintenance
	
	420
	
	0
	
	400
	

	Road Repairs (Village Green)
	
	420
	
	0
	
	2880
	

	War Memorial
	
	420
	
	0
	
	420
	

	Repairs to Weir
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	

	Clearing of Beck
	
	280
	
	46
	
	500
	

	Footpath & Bridleway Maintenance
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve for Emergency Works
	
	500
	
	0
	
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	8480
	
	2989
	
	10394
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








