CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 13 September 2007 in the Village Hall 
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)





Mr J Wilson


Mr C Dent

        
Mr M Gill


Mr D Thompson

Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)

PC Duncan Fleming  
 
3 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee Mr Neale stated that the grass cutting at the back of the Village Hall and in the Village Hall Play Area had not been sufficiently maintained.  He asked that the Council review this for next year.  Mr Neale also stated that the hedge inside the Play Area would require some manual cutting as it was not accessible to the tractor.
Mr Neale informed the Council that the Village Hall Committee had discussed the Council’s request to keep the correspondence file in the Village Hall.  The Committee had concerns about the potential for misuse by the public and that access for the Councillors could be an issue.  The Council agreed to reconsider the location of the file, but in the interim this would be kept by the Clerk.
1) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
2) MINUTES
Minutes of the July meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. One amendment was made and they were subsequently approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
1.
The Chairman thanked PC Fleming for attending the meeting and asked if he would provide some guidance as to how to address the problem of the perceived issues of the wooden shelter on the Batts.

The Chairman reminded the Council of the three proposals that had been put forward to PC Fleming:
· Additional Police surveillance in this area
· Moving the shelter to another location  
· Removing the shelter.
Councillor Gill declared an interest as he lives close to this shelter.

Councillor O’Neil stated that the shelter had been erected as a response to the Parish Plan as the Council had been requested to provide an area where youths could meet.  It was suggested that the shelter be moved to the Village Green however the general opinion was that the problem would move with the shelter.  It was also felt that if it was moved from the Batts it would reintroduce similar littering, noise and nuisance problems to The Pinfold.  A suggestion was made to remove the shelter seasonally however this would have cost implications.
PC Fleming stated that he could not promise any extra Police surveillance.  He announced that since May 2007 the police had only received one report about this shelter.  He stated that this did not warrant any extra policing but went on to say that if the police received more complaints it would be added to their ‘Hot Spot’ list and would then be assigned to a Police Community Support Officer for further investigation.
PC Fleming said that prior to the meeting he had visited the shelter and found litter, cans of lager behind the shelter, a hot bottle for cannabis use, burn marks on the wood and graffiti.  These were all contained in and around the shelter.  He found no attacks on the play area.  PC Fleming announced that he would make another site visit with the Architectural Liaison Officer (ALO) for Hambleton, PC John Truman and that the ALO would produce a report.  The Chairman asked if the report could be sent to the Clerk to be circulated to the Councillors.  PC Fleming will present this report at the next Parish Council meeting on 15 November.
The August edition of the Country Beat News was circulated.
Councillor O’Neil raised the question as to whether the Bedale Mobile Watch was still operable.  PC Fleming confirmed that it was.  The Council stated that they would support any initiatives regarding this.

2.
Highways Issues:

2.1. The Chairman reported that some work had been carried out on Blind Lane but that the problem still remained with the overhanging branches.
2.2. The Chairman had not received any further correspondence from North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) regarding the kerb being dropped to the footpath on the bridge to enable ease of use for wheelchair users.  The Clerk was asked to obtain an update and to also request that the kerb to the bus shelters be dropped.
2.3. Councillor O’Neil stated that she had been approached by a Parishioner regarding vehicles speeding through the village.  The Council agreed that this was a Police matter but it was noted that the Police had been seen in the village carrying out speed checks.

2.4. The Clerk reported that the retaining wall to the footpath leading from the beck to St Edmunds house had been damaged and that it was crumbling.  The Clerk was asked to issue a report to the Highways Department.

3.
Footpath Issues:


3.1. Two Parishioners stated that they were impressed with the work undertaken on the A684 and that they were pleased that the gate had been fixed at the top end of the field.  They were however concerned about the size of the drop from the stile to the field at the road end, and asked that the stile be moved.  The Chairman stated that this was a definitive right of way and therefore the location of the stile could not be changed.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Countryside Ranger to request that a platform be built to overcome the problem.
3.2. The Chairman reported that he had received a letter from the Countryside Ranger stating that NYCC were prepared to install a kissing gate by the Watermill and that it would be installed when the Countryside Ranger returned from holiday.

3.3. Councillor Thompson reported that the footpath from the Old Chapel in Langthorne to Colin Browns was overgrown with plantation growing out of the wall.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Countryside Ranger.

3.4. A Parishioner praised the Countryside Ranger for the work he had undertaken in clearing the footbridge over the stream.  The Clerk will pass on these comments to the Countryside Ranger.

3.5. Mr O’Neil announced that some 2.5 years ago the Council had been approached by a Parishioner requesting a possible diversion of the footpath from Crakehall to Kirkbridge and for three of the stiles on this route to be changed to kissing gates.  Mr O’Neil stated that the Parishioner had offered to pay any costs involved including paying the cost of changing two of the stiles and that the Council at that time had agreed to pay the cost of replacing the third stile. He went onto say that the Diversion Order had been approved by NYCC.  The Chairman stated that he did not think it necessary to replace the stiles as these were perfectly adequate.  Mr O’Neil said that as this had been agreed by a previous Council all future Councils would be committed to this expenditure.  The Clerk was asked to review prior years minutes to confirm that this had been agreed.
3.6. A Parishioner asked if there were plans for any footpath work to be done to the left and right of the Village Hall gate.  Councillor O’Neil stated that this should have been done when the barrier had been erected.  The Clerk was asked to obtain an update from the Highways Department.
3.7. A Parishioner reported that the wooden fencing either side of the beck was broken.  The Clerk will report this to the Highways Department.

4.
The Chairman reported that the government’s decision regarding a single unitary council for North Yorkshire was that it would remain two tier.
5.
Mr O’Neil reported that repairs to the War Memorial had been delayed due to an injury the stonemason had sustained and that the stonemason had told Mr O’Neil that he would understand if the Council wanted to employ another contractor.  It was questioned whether the work had to be done by a stonemason or if it could be done by a builder instead and a Parishioner offered to contact a stonemason friend to ask his opinion.  The Council accepted this offer but agreed to wait for the stonemason to recover from his injury.

6.
The Chairman had received a report commissioned by Hambleton District Council from an arboricultural consultant regarding the sycamore trees on the Village Green.  The report stated that there was a single decayed and split limb which should have been removed but that the trees had in excess of 30 years of life remaining.  The Council agreed that no further action would be sought.

7.
The Clerk reported that Mr Kind had inspected the see-saw and had contacted Wicksteed Playscapes to enquire about the cost of replacing the moving parts and the cost of replacing the see-saw.  Wicksteed Playscapes stated that the mechanism rebuild kit would cost £195 and that a new non bump see-saw would cost £1555.  The Council agreed that the see-saw should be overhauled and that the mechanism rebuild kit and paint should be purchased.  Councillors Gill, Dent and Mr O’Neil offered to help Mr Kind to dismantle the old see-saw.

8.  Councillor O’Neil reported that the Parish Action Plan had been issued in the September Newsletter asking people for their views and ideas for the future wellbeing of the Parish.

The Clerk had tried to contact the local reporter Brian Redhead regarding the publication of the minutes in the Darlington & Stockton Times.  This was still being pursued.
4) CORRESPONDENCE
The Chairman stated that a place was needed to keep a filing cabinet and correspondence file.  The Clerk agreed to house the correspondence file and asked that any Councillors wishing to view the contents should arrange a convenient time.

Letters or emails had been received on the following:

1. South Tees Hospital NHS Trust had written to inform the community of the nomination to become a Foundation Trust
2. North Yorkshire County Council asked the Council to consider the impact of possible Post Office closures
3. Hambleton District Council informed the Council of the next District/Parish Liaison meeting
4. Newton-le-Willows Parish Council Climate Change Group provided their Green Festival posters
5. Yorkshire Forward sent an invitation to their LEADER introduction events

6. North Yorkshire County Council had written to inform the Council of Diversion Order Footpath No 10.31/3
Other correspondence received was as follows:

1. Hambleton District Council Newsletter – July 2007

2. Clerks & Councils Direct – September 2007

3. Newton News – August 2007

5)  FINANCE
1. The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) reported that the Opening Balance of the Current Account quoted at the last Parish Council meeting was incorrect.  To allay any confusion the RFO presented the transactions for 01 April 2007 to 01 September 2007 (See Appendix A).  The RFO announced that at the next meeting he intended to present the Expenditure vs. Budget which would indicate the precept for next year.  The Councillors were asked to inform the RFO of any potential plans that could have financial implications so that these could be incorporated into the precept.

2. Councillor O’Neil asked the Council if they would consider purchasing Microsoft Publisher for producing the Parish Council Newsletter.  The software currently used by Councillor O’Neil is Microsoft Home Publishing however this is not compatible with Microsoft Publisher used by Hambleton District Council and George Brewster for the Crakehall website.  This means that neither party can electronically access the file created by Councillor O’Neil.  The cost of Microsoft Publisher was quoted at approximately £75 however Councillor O’Neil stated that she may be able to purchase it in the States for less.  The Chairman asked the Council to consider that if they purchase a piece of software this would be creating a precedent.  The Council agreed that the software should be purchased.
3. The purchase of spare parts for the see-saw had been discussed in Matters Arising 3.7.

4. The RFO reported that he had started to redraft the Financial Regulations.  He stated that he would discuss these with the internal auditors and circulate them to the Councillors with the hope of getting them adopted by the Council at another meeting.
5. A request was made to purchase a two drawer filing cabinet for use by the new Parish Clerk at a cost of £40.  This was agreed.

6)
PLANNING  

1. Mr B Craggs had applied for a strip of existing agricultural land, not exceeding 18ft from the rear of each of ten properties along Coronation Road, (numbers 7 to 16) to be changed to garden/domestic use. 

As this application required a response before the Parish Council meeting, the Chairman had informed Councillors of this application via email.  The overall view was that the Council had no objections, however this was not unanimous as one Councillor felt it was setting a precedent by extending the village limits and thereby deviating from the District Wide Local Plan.


2. Mr & Mrs Dent of Springfield, Little Crakehall had applied for a conservatory extension to the existing dwelling.  Councillor Dent declared an interest and left the room whilst the application was discussed.  The proposed plans were inspected and there were no objections raised.

7)  GRASS CUTTING IN THE VILLAGE
Complaints had been received regarding the length of the grass in areas of the village.  The Council was aware that the wet summer had meant that the grass required more maintenance and it was felt that the work load might be too much for one person. It was agreed that this would be discussed further at the next meeting.

8)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
     Councillor Dent wished to thank Mr Powrey for painting the bus shelters.

9)  ISSUES FROM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
     All outstanding issues from the Annual Parish Meeting were discussed (see Appendix B).
10)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
       Thursday 15 November 2007.
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	September 2007 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 1st April to 1st Sept
	
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account

	 
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	1663.41
	
	
	432.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	3250.00 
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges – Mr Raine
	
	110.00 
	
	
	
	

	VAT
	
	117.47 
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges – Mrs Marshall
	
	110.00 
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges – Mrs S Smith
	
	110.00 
	
	
	
	

	Graveyard Maintenance Fee – Precious
	
	35.25 
	
	
	
	

	Graveyard Maintenance Fee – Brambledown
	
	35.25 
	
	
	
	

	Church contribution to tree work
	
	30.00
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	
	2.47
	

	VAT refund
	
	40.51
	
	
	
	

	Hire of tractor
	
	23.50
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3861.98
	
	
	2.47

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HDC walk leaflets
	
	70.50
	
	
	
	

	Allianz Cornhill
	
	882.63
	
	
	
	

	John Gill
	
	201.55
	
	
	
	

	J Cape – Internal audit fee
	
	50.00
	
	
	
	

	R Marr
	
	195.00
	
	
	
	

	S Shield
	
	312.98
	
	
	
	

	John Gill
	
	14.02
	
	
	
	

	Clerk’s salary
	
	471.71
	
	
	
	

	YLCA subscription
	
	135.00
	
	
	
	

	D Woodward
	
	34.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2367.39
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	3158.00
	
	
	434.89

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX B

ISSUES FROM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
1)  Clearing the Beck

The landowner had been approached regarding clearing of the beck between the Malt Shovel and the bridge and the Environment Agency would be contacted in September to request permission to spray the weeds.  Regarding any overhanging branches it was felt that they were not interrupting the flow of the beck.
2)  Footpath and Walks Leaflets

The cost of the walks leaflets was confirmed as 5 walks leaflets for 50p.

Alison at the Watermill would liaise with the person in charge of the Tourist Information Centre regarding selling the leaflets.  It was decided that the Council would provide the garage with 25 sets to sell.  Harry Lillystone offered to take some to the Bedale Forum.  All leaflets issued to sell would be accompanied with an invoice from the Council.
3)  Mr Cragg’s Buildings on Hackforth Road

Councillor Dent had investigated this complaint about the use made of the buildings and reported that Mr Cragg had paid the correct rates in accordance with the use.

4)  Trees on the Batts

One of the cherry trees on the Batts had been blown over by the wind.  Councillor Dent will inspect the remaining trees to determine if they are dead and the Council will ask for volunteers to help remove any dead trees.  The Council will consider replacements between November and March.
