CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 18th September 2003 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   
Councillors:  Mr J Wilson (Chairman)  Mr S Irwin
         Mr T Starkey 
           Mrs K O’Neil 

         Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
         Parishioners: 7
PRE MEETING ITEMS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC:
Mr Walker apologised to the Council for the need to drive his tractor over the Village Green due to access problems. He also requested copies of the Police No Parking notices for the Green and asked for the Council’s support in identifying the person removing these notices.
P.C. Duncan Fleming introduced himself as the newly appointed Community Policeman for Crakehall. He outlined the staffing situation without too much optimism, but said he intended to visit the Parish as often as possible and get to know all sectors of the community.
 LISTNUM   APOLOGIES:         Mr D Smith (prior engagement), Mr N Buck (family commitments)
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the       Councillors and signed by the Chairman after an omission had been rectified.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:
Pre Meeting Item. It was reported that Mr Woodford of N.Y.C.C. Highways Dept. had asked an inspector to contact Clifton Estates regarding the clearing of overgrown hedges in Blind Lane.
9.  The Clerk had visited an Insurance Broker in Bedale regarding the third party insurance but no further solution was forthcoming.
10. Mrs O’Neil apologised to the Council for omissions in the newsletter. These were regarding the seeking of public opinion about having goalposts on the Village Green, and also an appeal to dog owners about fouling in and around the village. This would be rectified in the next newsletter.
 LISTNUM   CORRESPONDENCE;
Letters had been received on the following and were circulated for Councillors’ inspection:

a) Wensleydale Railway Association subscription and updates.
b) UNITE,  mediation and conciliation training. 
c) Bedale CIP steering group AGM notification.
d) Hambleton Area Committee newsletter.
e) Yorkshire Local Councils Associations AGM notification.
f) Community Transport Strategy.
g) Parish Council training opportunity. 

h) Local Government Review. 

i) Hambleton District Council - Public Art Policy.
j) Best Value Performance Plan.
k) White Rose update.
l) Street, Landscape & Play – Product review.
m) Planning application – New Village Farm, Crakehall. 

n) Planning application – Hall Farm, Crakehall.
Letters received and discussed.
1.   A letter had been received from ‘The Local Channel’, regarding a website which is now available free of charge to the village. The advantage of this over the current situation was questioned and it was decided that the Clerk should speak to Mr G Brewster and report back to the Council.
2.
Mr & Mrs Jobling had written to request permission to place a kerbstone outside the gate to Kiwi Cottage to prevent water entering their property. It was decided that the first step would be to contact the Highways Department to seek professional advice on drainage.
3.
Mrs J Manning had written expressing concern about the state of the Batts, since holes had recently been dug and ramps constructed, apparently with the approval of a Council volunteer worker. She was also concerned about the sighting of the new playground and lack of facilities for older children. A working party was organised to clear the area and Mr Walker agreed to talk to the volunteer concerned.

5)  FINANCE:
a)   Approval was given to the following payments:

Wensleydale Railway Subscription                       
  
 £30.00
Hambleton D.C. - Newsletter copying


              £14.10
Mr J Walker (Northallerton Tyre & Battery Co) -Tyre Repair        £35.25

Mr D O’Neil (Local Council Clerks Assoc.) Training Day             £15.00

b) It was reported that the forms needed to change bank accounts were being collected and would be circulated to Councillors in the near future so that a local bank would hold the Council funds.
c) It was decided that the Clerk would present a budget to the next meeting to enable the Councillors to deal with previously identified items of expenditure and to discuss the precept.
6)  PLANNING:
        Councillors had no objections to the following:
            a) Application for the construction of a Ground Floor Extension to the bungalow at Greengate Farm,       Crakehall

            b) The erection of an inscribed memorial in the cemetery on the Hawkswell plot.
7)  VILLAGE PLAN – UPDATE: 
The plans for the younger children’s play area were examined but a decision was deferred until the next meeting or after further quotes had been obtained.
The forthcoming newsletter will seek volunteers to help run an indoor football club and to ascertain whether any local landowner would consider leasing land to the Council for recreational purposes. The possibility of a martial arts class is to be investigated with Hambleton District Council. 
8)  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: 

A meeting had been held prior to the Council meeting, which was addressed by P.C. Cook, the watch coordinator, and Mr Flowers had agreed to become the overall village co-ordinator. Street co-ordinators were being organised and the scheme will be in operation soon.
9)   PARISH SAFETY STATEMENT:

The revised statement was accepted as the policy for the village and signed as such by the Chairman.

10)  RECYCLING

It was agreed that the Council was in favour of a recycling site and that it was prepared to consider this on a temporary basis to assess its effectiveness. This would be dependent on the feelings of residents who overlook the site, whose opinions would be sought by the Clerk before the next meeting.
10)  CONDITION OF CEMETERY LANE: 
        It had been established that Cemetery Lane is the property of Greengate Farm. The Council will ask Mr Pounder to continue to maintain the road.
11)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

a.  The Clerk is to contact Hambleton D. C. regarding the wheelie bins left on the green.
        b. The ladies who have renovated the Pinfold were thanked for their work and an appeal for plants will   appear in the forthcoming newsletter.
13)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 16th October 2003 at 7.30pm 







