CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th September 2002 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   

Mr J Wilson (Chairman)


Mr C Dent

Mr H Lillystone 


Mr J Walker

Mr D Smith (District Councillor) 

Mrs K O'Neil (Parish Clerk)





4 Parishioners

 LISTNUM   APOLOGIES: 

Mr S Irwin (family emergency)
 LISTNUM   MINUTES:

Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

 LISTNUM   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

3. Councillor Walker reported that he had taken advice from a local stonemason on how the potential crack in the War Memorial could be repaired in a way, which would allow the extra name to be engraved on it. He would look into the apparent listing of the Memorial. The Clerk mentioned that the Friends of War Memorials could be approached for possible funding for the repair work. She would contact them regarding this.

9. A reply from North Yorkshire County Council Highways Department confirmed the fact that the Parish Council could undertake the grass cutting of designated verges and would be paid £25 annually for doing so. Councillors agreed to ask the volunteers who cut the grass in the vicinity of these areas if they would be prepared to undertake this work. This would ensure it was done more frequently than by the County Council. 

10 The Clerk had been approached by Mr Paul McGee who had volunteered with his father to repair the Pinfold seat. He had also supplied a copy of the wording for the Pinfold notice-board, which the Clerk would soon have ready for fixing on the Pinfold wall.

At this point in the meeting The Chairman introduced Mr A Mahoney to the Council, who has agreed to act as Internal Auditor. The Council confirmed this appointment. Mr Mahoney then left the meeting as he had a prior engagement.

4)  CORRESPONDENCE

Letters had been received on the following subjects:

i. From N. Y. C. C. Legal Department confirmation of the Footpath Order at West Pasture Farm.

ii. From DEFRA confirmation that, despite what seemed to be suggested in last December's Green Paper, Parish Councils would still be notified of relevant planning applications.

iii. Confirmation from Mr Woodford of the Highways Department that the damaged signs by the bridge in Crakehall will be repaired, though it might take time to obtain the replacement direction. Also confirmation that he will attend the public meeting on 26th September.

iv. From R0SPA confirmation that a representative will carry out the playground check.

v. Information from N. Y. C. C. Passenger Transport Group to the effect that new bus stop signs and timetable cases will be installed where necessary in the Wensleydale - Leyburn Bus Corridor and that general repairs on existing shelters will be carried out.

vi. From Mr A Florence the offer of providing a weekly computer access facility in the Village Hall for which the Parish Council would pay. Councillors decided to wait to see if the mobile I.T. units previously applied for from the County Council would materialise before considering this financial commitment.

vii. From Mr Richards (Hambleton District Council Legal Department) a reminder that the Local Code of Member Conduct should have now been adopted and the Declaration of Acceptance signed. This had been done, as had the registration of Councillors' interests.

5) FINANCE:

a) Approval was given to the following payments:

K. O'Neil (Village Plan Expenses)

  £34.50



  



K O'Neil (Clerk's Salary)


 £278.85



K O'Neil (Clerk's Expenses)

    £8.11



J Gill & Sons Ltd.


 
 £135.33



Wensleydale Railway Assoc.

   
  £30.00



S Tunstall (Stiles -  to be reimbursed by N.Y.C.C.) 
 £689.49

6) 
PLANNING:

             Councillors raised no objections to a porch extension at 12, Ashdowne, Little Crakehall
7) PARISH PLAN:

The next meeting will take place on 26th September in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The Clerk reported that there would be representatives from the Police, Hambleton District Council and N.Y.C.C. Highways Department, who would be present to respond to issues raised in the questionnaire and previous meeting. Councillor Buck had stated that he would be unavailable to chair the meeting, so it was proposed that Councillor David Smith should do this. Mr Smith agreed. The Clerk and Mr Smith would arrange a meeting to discuss the agenda.

8) COMMUNITY FOOTPATH INITIATIVE:

Councillor Lillystone reported that work was beginning on stiles in Coronation Road, at Hunter's Hill Farm, in Langthorne and at the corner in Kirkbridge. He also raised a concern expressed by Mrs Shepherd, (N.Y.C.C.) with regard to the hedges in Blind Lane, which are in need of trimming. This recommendation was passed on to Councillor Walker.

Mr David Smith queried the new arrangement for the footpath at Greengate Farm, which does not appear as satisfactory as the one used previously. It would appear, however, that the new arrangement must stand.

9) QUEEN'S JUBILEE COMMITTEE REPORT:

Councillor Dent reported that, at its last meeting, the Committee had considered a suggestion to build a circular wall of cobbles around the Jubilee oak tree. This would implement a number of suggestions from villagers, since it would incorporate the idea of a tree guard, a seat and a commemorative plaque. Councillors had doubts about this proposal and it was agreed that they would consider the matter and discuss it again at the meeting next month, by which time public feelings might have been voiced.

10) PARISH HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY:

It was agreed that some form of documentation was necessary to cover risk assessment and to lay out guidelines for those undertaking work on the Council's behalf, whether paid or voluntary. Councillor Walker volunteered to look into this. 

11) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - PUBLICATION SCHEME:

The Clerk reported that she had taken advice from Mr Dyke at Hambleton District Council. Once the District Council had produced its own scheme, Parish Councils would be offered the opportunity of adopting a similar version.

12) STREET NAMES IN LITTLE CRAKEHALL: 

A reply had been received from Mr G Holder of Hambleton District Council offering the Parish Council 2 options that a) the signage could be improved or b) Coronation Road be renumbered and 8 - 14 Ashdowne be incorporated into it. Whilst Councillors felt that renumbering would solve the problem once and for all, they agreed that a letter should be sent to the residents to ask for their opinions.
13) ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Mr Lillystone mentioned that he had received a quote of £150 to alter and repair the Little Crakehall notice board. Mr Walker would look into a second quote.

Councillors had become aware that a number of bushes and shrubs by the bridge were making visibility difficult. It was agreed that these be trimmed.

Councillor Walker mentioned that the tractor was leaking diesel and that he would be returning it to Mr Bowe, who had carried out the recent overhaul. A new tyre had been purchased for it.

14) DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 17th October 2002 at 7.30pm 






