 CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th October 2003 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   
Councillors:  Mr J Wilson (Chairman)   Mr. N Buck

         Mr T Starkey     Mrs K O’Neil    Mr D Smith

         Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)

         Parishioners: 3       PC Fleming

PRE MEETING ITEMS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC:

1. Mr Walker apologised for missing the work party which cleaned the Batts.

2. Mr Walker stated that he has the metal post to be placed in the footpath outside his house and will have it set in place as soon as possible. He will also replace the No Parking signs.

3. Mrs Manning asked about the traffic calming measures which could be applied to the village, and after discussion it was decided that the Clerk would write to the Highways Department to enquire as to the possibility of having speed warning signs installed.

4. Mrs Manning commented on the improvement of the Batts and volunteered to paint the seat which has now been bolted into place. She was told that she would be reimbursed for any expenses incurred.

5. The condition of the seat in the Pinfold was discussed and Mr Walker volunteered to collect the missing pieces from Mrs Downes and affect a repair.

COMMUNITY POLICE COMMENTS.
P.C. Duncan Fleming, the Community Policeman for Crakehall, gave an outline of the police matters relevant to the village and asked that any suspicious sightings be reported immediately such as vehicles cruising or parked where they should not be. The attacks on horses are still happening so villagers should be alert to suspiciously parked cars and people in fields where they should not be.

The Neighbourhood Watch scheme is now under way but the Farm Watch is in doubt as the Ringmaster system is not including everyone in the scheme. 

The contact phone numbers for suspicious sightings are 01609 789473 and 789475.  Fax number is 01609 789474. P.C.Fleming can also be contacted by Email on Duncan Fleming @ northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk

 LISTNUM   APOLOGIES:         Mr S Irwin (Work commitments)

2) MINUTES:

Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

4.1. The application to The Local Channel for membership of the England-wide network had been accepted. The Parish would have access to its web site and also benefit from any advertising revenue.

4.2.  Following the request for assistance from Mr & Mrs Jobling, the Highways Department had sent an engineer to    assess the situation. His response was that the problem was due to the kerb on the main road not being reset at the correct height after roadworks. This would be rectified.

 LISTNUM   CORRESPONDENCE;

Letters had been received on the following and were circulated for Councillors’ inspection:

a) Best value review of street cleaning.

b) North Yorkshire County Council’s submission to the Boundary Commission.

c) Crimestoppers appeal. 

d) Local Councils News Sheet.

e) NYCC A Unitary North Yorkshire.

f) Hambleton & District Nightstop.

Letters had been received from:

1.    Mr Martin of the Police House pointing out the problems caused by the large sycamore tree in front of his home. It was resolved that advice was to be sought from an arbourist on this and the T.P.O. tree.

2.
Hambleton District Council concerning a meeting on the Local Government Review, to be held on 11th November. Mr Smith stated that he would be attending and would report back to the Council at the next meeting.

5)  FINANCE:

a)   Approval was given to the following payments:

John Gill,    (Housing & Bearings)  
                     
  
 
£148.16

Hambleton D.C. - Newsletter copying


              £  19.74

Mr D O’Neil (Clerks Salary & Expenses)

             

£ 159.93

RoSPA







£   69.33

J Pickard & Son (War Memorial)




£   72.00

J Pickard (Headstone repairs.)




£ 211.50

Soc. Local Council Clerks (Conference)



£   25.00
 

b) The forms needed to change bank accounts were issued to Councillors 

c) The Council confirmed that it wished the Clerk to close the two accounts at Lloyds TSB and to open  two accounts at Natwest in Bedale with the signatories being any two of Councillors  Wilson, Buck,  Smith, Irwin and Starkey. The Clerk would have the power to move funds between the accounts.  

c) A budget in outline was presented and it was decided that consideration would be given to the figures and a decision on the Precept made at the November meeting. It was also decided that: 

· a subcommittee be set up consisting of Mr Wilson and Mr Walker to investigate the replacement of the grass cutting equipment.

· the Highways Department be approached regarding the kerbing of the Village Green.

· a fund be considered to enable the playground to be started.

6)  PLANNING:

        Councillors had no objections to the application for the construction of a Ground Floor Extension to the Police House, Crakehall.

7)  VILLAGE PLAN – UPDATE: 

It was reported that two further quotes for the playground were being sought. On receipt of this information a decision will be made on the extent of the facilities required. Mr Buck stated that the Council would need to bear in mind  the need for the annual upkeep of a playground. Mr Smith stated that the County Committee for Hambleton had funds for play areas for which the Council could apply.

8  QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS:


A letter had been received inviting all Clerks and Councillors to a conference on 21st November, to hear an update on what is needed to achieve this goal. The Clerk was asked to attend and report back.


A letter was also received from Hambleton District Council to the effect that a meeting was to be held in the Council Chamber at Stone Cross on 25th November to discuss the eligibility for Quality Council status. The Clerk will attend.

9  RECYCLING

A letter had been received from Mrs Connelly emphasising the need to have a recycling site and urging the Council to make facilities available. A second letter had been received from the residents of the houses overlooking the proposed site at the Batts voicing their objections. After much discussion, during which the Village Hall was considered the ideal site, it was decided that the Clerk should write to the Village Hall Committee to ask them to reconsider the suggestion.
If it proved impossible to use the Village Hall, then the site at the Batts would be used for a trial period.  

10)  DOG FOULING: 

It was agreed that the school children be asked to produce notices, poems and posters to be displayed on the Green near the school to deter fouling. A £5 prize be given to the best effort.         


Mr Hudson of Tangletrees had reported that Ruddings Lane was badly fouled by dogs and requested action. Mrs Manning commented that Blind Lane was also badly fouled. It was decided that notices be placed in theses points to try to make dog owners more responsible.


 Mrs O’Neil reported that the Dog Warden was prepared to come out to observe if regular offenders could be identified. This could lead to prosecutions.

11)  RoSPA Report.


The annual report from RoSPA had been received and was to be circulated to Councillors for discussion  at the next meeting.

12)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

1. Mr Everett had offered to paint the new railings but it was decided that they should remain as bare wood.


2. Thanks had been received from the niece of Robert Hudson for the engraving on the War Memorial.

3.  Comment was passed that the marquee used for the Leek Club show had been left rather a long time before removal. The Clerk was asked to write to the Club. It was decided that in future all such marquees should be removed within 48 hours of the closure of the event.

 4. Mrs Manners, the new owner of  Hall Farm Cottage, had apologised for the vehicles parked on the Green during alterations. She also sought permission to remove the boulders from the Green in front of the cottage and to reseed the verge. This was agreed.

5.  Mrs O’Neil reported that the street light opposite the bus shelter was not operating correctly despite being reported to the District Council.

6. Mrs O’Neil stated that the War Memorial had a crack down the cross and  would need attention. 

7.  Mr Langford had contacted the Council regarding the lack of a road sign for Hackforth Road. The Council did not consider this necessary.

13)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 20th November 2003 at 7.30pm 







