CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th October 2002 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   

Mr J Wilson (Chairman)





Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)


Mr S Irwin

Mr H Lillystone 


Mr D Smith (District Councillor) 

Mrs K O'Neil (Parish Clerk)





1 Parishioner

 LISTNUM   APOLOGIES: 

Mr C Dent (family) Mr J Walker (hospital)
 LISTNUM   MINUTES:

Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

 LISTNUM   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

4. The Council's attention was drawn to the report from the RoSPA inspector, and Councillor Irwin agreed to implement the most urgent recommendations.

9. No decision was taken regarding the grass cutting of highway verges, as Councillor Dent was not on hand to report back on discussions with those who cut the grass voluntarily.

4)  CORRESPONDENCE

Letters had been received on the following subjects:

i. From N. Y. C. C Highways Department on the timing of proposed work on the footpath by the Village Hall and drainage at Kirkbridge.

ii. Information on firework safety from Hambleton District Council.

iii. From Mr and Mrs Plumpton of 11 Ashdowne voicing their opposition to any proposals to cut down the vegetation on the Bankside between their property and the A684. The  Council supported this in principal, but agreed that maintaining a metre wide strip along the edge of the footpath would prevent the spread of brambles and other weeds.

iv. From Y.L.C.A. requesting feedback from the Council on the desired format of the Annual Conference. This was discussed and a reply will be sent with a request for a local seminar on Quality Council Status.

v. From Y.L.C.A. informing the Council of the next meeting. Councillor Lillystone and Councillor Dent were given the information.

5) FINANCE:

a) Approval was given to the following payments:

J Gill & Sons Ltd.


£72.31



Mazars (Audit Fee)

            £141.00



S Tunstill (Stiles) - to be reimbursed)          £527.81



Y.L.C.A. (Practitioner's Guide)

  £9.95



RoSPA




£68.15



A Cole


      
            £156.00

b) The Clerk reported that a satisfactory certificate and opinion had been received from the external auditors. Mr Mahoney had carried out an interim internal audit and would be asked to confirm in writing that this was satisfactory.

c) Councillors agreed that the Financial Standing Orders section 4 and 5 should be amended. 

Section 4 will now read:

All councillors to be authorised to sign cheques



Section 5 will read:

An independent Internal Auditor should be appointed to undertake audit checks in October and April each year. Note shall be made of the checks taken and the result reported to the Council and recorded in the minutes.


d) A preliminary discussion of the budget took place. Councillor Lillystone proposed that a new strimmer be purchased for use in the cemetery. Councillor Buck seconded the proposal and it was agreed. Councillor Irwin would make arrangements with Mr Kilding  to make the purchase. It was also agreed that a substantial sum be kept in reserve for future expenditure on a tractor.

Councillor Smith made the suggestion that curbing on the eastern side of the Village Green was becoming more urgent, owing to the mistreatment of the grass by heavy vehicles. The Clerk would investigate the cost and possible funding sources.

    e)               The new salary scales for council clerks had been received. Councillor Buck stated that a review be undertaken   of the hours worked by the clerk, since current workloads had increased. It was agreed that he looked into the matter. 
6) C.I.P. ACTION PLAN - UPDATE: 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Smith for taking the chair at the recent public meeting. The Vice-Chairman and the Clerk reported back from the group set up to produce the Action Plan. This was well on its way to being finished and Councillors were given a copy and asked for comments or suggested amendments within the next week. Suggestions for a front cover were also requested and Mrs Flowers would be asked if she was willing to produce some appropriate art work.

7) COMMUNITY FOOTPATH INITIATIVE:

Councillor Lillystone reported on the current situation. Estimates were now being considered for the stretch from Kirkbridge to Crakehall and more signs would be put in place to mark the footpaths already upgraded. Consultations were still taking place with the Electricity Board over the stay on Mr Godlee's land, which Mrs Shepherd considered was impeding the footpath. Councillor Buck mentioned his concern for the metal gate on the path between Greengate Farm and Langthorne, since it is frequently thrown into the ditch for no apparent reason. Councillor Lillystone would inform Mrs Shepherd of this.

8)    NEW SYSTEM FOR DEALING WITH VEHICULAR ACCESS ACROSS VILLAGE GREENS:


Councillors believed that adequate publicity had been given to this item.
9)    PARISH HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY:


Councillors were unable to discuss this item due to the absence of Councillor Walker who had undertaken to produce a draft document.
10)  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT - PUBLICATION SCHEME:
The Council agreed to adopt the model provided by the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations. The Clerk and     Councillor Buck would complete the form.

11)   STREET NAMES IN LITTLE CRAKEHALL: 

As a result of the replies received from residents of Ashdowne Court and Coronation Road it was felt that the best      proposal would be to ask the District Council to provide 4 signs to be placed at each end and on both sides of the road in the hope that this would cut down on the confusion over addresses. Councillor Smith suggested that Mr Holder from the District Council be asked to make a site visit to verify the position and wording. The Clerk would arrange this.

12)    ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

It was agreed that the site to be recommended for the children's play area would be on the Batts to the west of the bridge.

Concern was voiced about vehicle visibility on the bridge despite the work, which had been carried out to trim the trees. The Clerk would consult with the County Council's Highways Department for their opinion.

The Vice-Chairman suggested that in future parishioners' queries or requests should be made to the Clerk in writing to be included on the Council's agenda. This was agreed.

Concern was raised regarding the holes dug on the Village Green by the County Council's Transport Enhancement group's workmen. The Clerk would take this matter up with the relevant body.

The Council decided that the suggestion to place a cobbled wall around the Jubilee Oak Tree should be rejected. Instead a tree guard and plaque should be purchased and remaining funds (if any) could go towards Christmas lights. 

13)    DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 21st November 2002 at 7.30pm 






