CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 15 November 2007 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)





Mr J Wilson


Mr C Dent


        
Mr M Gill


Mr D Thompson

Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)

County Councillor J Weighell

PC D Fleming 
PC J Trueman (Architectural Liaison Officer)
Mr G Lodge (Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator for Hambleton) 
 
3 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner apologised for his verbal outburst at the Parish Council meeting in September.  The Council accepted his apology.
2. A Parishioner reported that the pavement outside Winton House on the corner of Hackforth Road and Coronation Road was disintegrating.  The Clerk will contact the Highways Department.

3. A Parishioner reported that the Pinfold sign had disappeared.  The Council agreed that in view of the perceived problems on the Batts a new sign would not be erected until such problems had been resolved.

1) MINUTES
Minutes of the September meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Parish Clerk presented a report that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 13 September 2007 (see Appendix A).  Items 1 and 12 required further discussion from the Council as follows:
1.
Blind Lane​ - The Council agreed that as the lane was now passable for equestrian users the state of the lane at the current time was satisfactory.  However for future reference the Council requested that the Clerk established who was responsible for the maintenance of the trees and hedges along this lane.

12.
Publication of Points of Interest in the D&S Times - The Council agreed that points of interest would only be published in the Darlington & Stockton Times when there were any important issues.  
4) REPORT FROM THE POLICE ON OUTCOME OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE AND ARCHITECTURAL LIAISON OFFICER’S REPORT

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had provided all Councillors with a copy of the Architectural Liaison Officer’s (ALO) Report and distributed the outcome of the questionnaire during the meeting.

The Chairman thanked PC Fleming, the Architectural Liaison Officer PC Trueman and the Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator for Hambleton Mr Lodge for attending the meeting.
PC Fleming announced that following the September Parish Council meeting the Police had distributed over 250 questionnaires to the residents of Crakehall in order to gauge the level of the perceived problem associated with the Youth Shelter on the Batts.  PC Fleming apologised to those residents that had not received a questionnaire and stated that 97 replies had been received of which one third stated that they had experienced anti-social behaviour or crime relating to the Youth Shelter.
Councillor Gill highlighted that the questionnaire results did not specifically mention drug abuse.  PC Fleming stated that although there were signs of drug abuse at the Youth Shelter and that cars of known drug dealers had been seen in the area there were no reported incidents and therefore this wording had not been used.
PC Trueman stated that in his opinion the results of the questionnaire highlighted a problem with anti-social activity at the Youth Shelter.  He went on to discuss the detail of the ALO Report and explained that most anti-social behaviour was committed by people who liked to remain anonymous and that the lack of surveillance, poor lighting, layout and design and numerous escape routes of the Youth Shelter all provided this opportunity and contributed to this area experiencing anti-social activity.  The Chairman asked if the Police had been involved in the design and planning of this area prior to it being erected.  Councillor O’Neil stated that she had a meeting to discuss the positioning of the play areas with Playsafe and vaguely recalls that the Police were present.  She went on to say that they had discussed placing all the play equipment on the Village Green but that this had been overruled as the Parish Council were restricted to what could be placed on the Village Green and therefore another location had to be found. 
The Council discussed the option of moving the Youth Shelter but felt that problems may be reintroduced to the Pinfold.  PC Trueman was not aware of the Pinfold and had therefore not considered it in his report.  After further discussion it was agreed that PC Fleming and PC Trueman would conduct another site visit on 26 November 2007 with Councillors Gill and Dent to assess the Youth Shelter and Pinfold.  The Police agreed that two members of the public could also attend.  Two Parishioners asked if they could be present and the Council agreed.  A decision would be taken following this meeting on the next course of action.
The November edition of the Country Beat News was circulated 

5) MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

The Chairman reported that it had not been recorded in previous minutes if the Council had adopted the Model Code of Conduct or if paragraph 12(2) of this Code had been considered.  The Chairman read paragraph 12(2) to the Council and the Council passed a resolution to adopt the Model Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2).  The Clerk has now notified the Standards Board and Hambleton District Council of this adoption.
6) CORRESPONDENCE

A comprehensive list of all correspondence received has been circulated to the Councillors.

The Chairman informed the Council that North Yorkshire County Council had sent the Minerals and Waste Site Allocations Preferred Options documents that contained those sites being considered for inclusion in the Minerals and Waste Development Framework and that a response was required before 24 December 2007.  Councillor Weighell stated that none of the proposed sites were within 4 or 5 miles of Crakehall.  The Council requested that the Clerk reply with no additional comments.
The Chairman announced that he had received a letter from Mrs Pocklington requesting a commemoration bench be placed on the Village Green near the Oak tree in memory of her late husband.  The Council discussed the request and felt that additional benches on the Village Green could present some difficulties but that they would consider replacing any that were in disrepair or locating the bench elsewhere possibly in the Churchyard.  As an alternative they suggested that a plaque be placed by the tree.  The Council asked that the Clerk replied to Mrs Pocklington.
The Chairman asked the Council if they wished to subscribe to the Rural Community Halls (Buildings) Association.  It was decided that this was not necessary.
7) FINANCE – RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER REPORT AND BUDGET DISCUSSION REPORT
1. The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) announced that he had not received any comments from the Audit Commission on the Annual Return.
2. The RFO reported that he had prepared the Financial Regulations and that he would circulate these to the Councillors before the next meeting.
3. The RFO reported that the cost of the Parish Council Election was £1,283 and that the option had been given to pay in 1, 2 or 4 instalments.  The Council opted to pay in 4 instalments.
4. The RFO presented the transactions from 01 September to 10 November 2007 (see Appendix B).
5. The RFO presented the proposed budget for the year 2008/2009 that included the expense of the Parish Council election and any appropriate contingency amounts. The Chairman asked the Council to consider the figures and agree the necessary increase in precept to fund this.  After examination and discussion the Council concluded that an approximate increase of 10% would be appropriate.  The Chairman asked that the RFO review the report and provide him with the updated figures (see Appendix C).
During the discussion of the precept the Council questioned who was responsible for the Weir.  The Clerk was asked to establish this responsibility.  Additionally Councillor O’Neil raised the issue of the debris at the bridge at Kirkbridge.  Members noted the concern.
8) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr Lumley of Cherry Tree Farm had applied to construct a new agricultural dwelling on the footprint of a derelict Coach House.  After discussion the Council concluded that whilst they did not object in principle to this application they were of the opinion that the dwelling would be better sited in closer proximity to existing Farm buildings.  They would also prefer to see the existing access to the farming business used for any new development.  The proposed access is currently used for cattle and vehicles crossing the A684 to access pasture and they would not wish to see this usage increase.

9) LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK ALLOCATIONS – PREFERRED OPTIONS
The Chairman reported that Hambleton District Council (HDC) had provided a Local Development Framework Allocations document that detailed the preferred development site, rejected sites and changes to development limits for Crakehall in order to meet the requirements for new homes for the period to 2021.  He advised that the preferred site for Crakehall was to the East of Hackforth Road in Little Crakehall and that he had been informed that this would provide 15 houses of which 6 would be affordable.  The Chairman stated that HDC were not wedded to these preferred options and that should the Council wish to change the preferred site they would have to provide reasons on a given questionnaire   A Parishioner raised concerns that there were existing sewerage problems in the vicinity of the Village Hall and felt that the proposed development would compound the problem.  The Council disagreed.  The Clerk consulted the Council on the questionnaire and completed it agreeing with the preferred site allocation.

10) GRASS CUTTING IN THE VILLAGE
This issue was discussed in the private sector of the meeting.  The Council agreed that the cutting of the grass would continue to be carried out by Stuart Shields but that Councillor Gill would offer to help cut the Batts when necessary and that Mr Kelly was prepared to assist with the cemetery. 
11) CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS
Councillors Dent, Gill and Wilson volunteered to put up the Christmas tree lights on 09 December 2007 at 13:00.
12) CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Chairman asked the Council to consider a rotating Chairmanship.  He stated that this had been adopted by other Parish Councils and that it would provide all Councillors with the opportunity to become Chairman.  He suggested that the Chairman be in office for a maximum of two years after which the Vice-Chairman who had understudied the role would normally be elected as Chairman at the appropriate meeting.  The Chairman asked that this be an agenda item at the next meeting.
13) MATTERS OF URGENCY
Councillor O’Neil asked for an update on the outstanding issues from the Annual Parish Meeting.  Councillor Dent stated that it was too late in the year to request that the weeds be sprayed to clear the beck.  Regarding replacing the cherry tree on the Batts the Council agreed that Councillor O’Neil would speak with Mrs Steer to discuss her kind offer of donating a new cherry tree.
14) DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 17 January 2008.
APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT - 15 NOVEMBER 2007

1. BLIND LANE – Highways inspected the lane on 15 October and reported that it was evident that some cutting back had been done.  The Parish Clerk asked Charlotte Jopling if she would ride the lane to provide her opinion.  She stated that it was satisfactory.  

Parish Council Action: The Council should decide how to proceed.

2. DROPPING OF KERB TO FOOTPATH ON BRIDGE – Highways are currently investigating a scheme to provide better pedestrian crossing facilities in the vicinity of the junction of Hackforth Road/A684.  The Parish Council will be consulted once the preliminary design has been completed.  The scheme is programmed for construction in March 2008.

3. ALTERING KERB AT BUS STOPS – The Passenger Transport department at NYCC have been contacted to request the possibility of introducing Kassel Kerbs (a concave-section made for modern low floor buses).  As yet they have not responded.
4. RETAINING WALL ON CORNER OF ST EDMUNDS HOUSE – All loose stones have been removed and stored on the verge for reuse.  Highways have raised an order to rebuild and repoint the wall and the work should be carried out before Christmas.
5. SIZE OF DROP FROM STILE ON A684 – The Countryside Ranger (CR) has spoken with the landowner however there is some confusion as to which side of the stile the problem exists.  The CR has permission to add an extra step to the stile (to make it a 2 step) but if the issue is the gradient of the roadside verge it will be passed onto the Highways department at Richmond.  Further clarification is required.

6. KISSING GATE AT WATERMILL – This has been installed.

7. FOOTPATH FROM OLD CHAPEL IN LANGTHORNE TO COLIN BROWNS – Highways issued a letter on 07 November to the owners asking that they carry out the maintenance work to the wall.  

8. DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH FROM KIRKBRIDGE TO CRAKEHALL – It was reported in the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 17 March 2005 that the Council had agreed to pay the cost of replacing one of the stiles.

9. FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE – This is on the reserve list of schemes awaiting funding.  NYCC are currently assessing the funding for 2008/2009 and the Parish Council will be informed if/when funding is allocated.

10. WAR MEMORIAL – The stonemason is due to go into hospital.  He will contact us when he has recovered from his operation.
11. SEE-SAW- Mr Kind, Cllr Smith, Cllr Dent, Stuart Shields and Trevor Starkey all helped to dismantle the see-saw on 03 November.  However some components of the maintenance rebuild kit were not identical to those parts being replaced and therefore the task could not be completed.  Wicksteed have been contacted and have sent replacement parts.  Mr Kind is hoping to continue work on this on 17 November.
12. PUBLICATION OF POINTS OF INTEREST IN THE D&S TIMES – The editor of the D&S Times has been contacted and has agreed to publish the points of interest from the Parish Council meetings if it is in a format that is understandable to its readers.  
Parish Council Action: The Council should decide if/when they require these publishing.
13. BRANCH OF WILLOW TREE IN BECK* – Highways have been contacted to request removal of this branch.  Awaiting reply.
APPENDIX A (Continued)
14. BRIDLEWAY FROM KIRKBRIDGE TO BEDALE WOOD* - It was reported that equestrian users were experiencing difficulties riding this bridleway due to overhanging branches.  The Countryside Ranger carried out the necessary maintenance work and the Parishioner who reported the problem has stated that it is now satisfactory.
*These issues occurred since the meeting on 13 September 2007.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 1st September to 10th November
	
	Current 
	Account
	
	Savings 
	Account
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	3158.00
	
	
	434.89
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	J Pickard re KE Marshall headstone
	12
	110.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brownies purchase of stationery ( Staples)
	13
	9.99
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery fees re V Precious
	14
	220.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wayleave re NEDL
	15
	10.60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept 
	16
	3250.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hire of tractor
	18
	35.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks leaflets for Tourist Info
	19
	10.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	20
	
	
	
	2.75
	
	
	
	

	VAT refunds
	
	25.36
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3671.20
	
	
	2.75
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S Winstanley (Clerk expenses £8.70)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N Buck re Tree on Green
	
	28.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wensleydale Railway
	
	50.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clerk's salary
	
	131.60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RFO salary
	
	371.43
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MAZARS
	
	141.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Staples
	
	72.30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - Paint for SeeSaw
	
	22.96
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Playsafe - ROSPA
	
	211.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Staples
	
	22.31
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall Filling Station
	
	73.33
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grass Cutting etc
	
	401.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1525.93
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	5303.27
	
	
	437.64
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX C

Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council


Position as at 05 November 2007
	Receipts
	
	2007/2008
	
	
	2007/2008
	
	
	
	2008/2009
	
	

	
	
	Budget
	
	
	Cash Flow
	Balance 
	
	Anticipated
	
	Proposed
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	to Date
	for Year
	
	U/O Spend
	
	Budget for Year
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Nov
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	
	£
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	
	

	Precept
	
	6500
	
	
	6500
	
	
	
	
	6500
	
	

	Increase in Precept
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	652
	10.0
	% increase

	Cash not spent prior year
	
	817
	
	
	817
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery income
	
	
	
	
	720
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tractor hire
	
	
	
	
	50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contribution for tree works from Church
	
	
	
	
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Misc income
	
	
	
	
	20
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash B/F
	
	
	
	
	
	4603
	
	
	
	617
	
	

	Underspend B/F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1711
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	7317
	
	
	8137
	4603
	
	
	
	9480
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of election
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	300
	
	

	Salaries
	
	1900
	
	
	960
	940
	
	
	
	2000
	
	

	Misc exp Admin
	
	75
	
	
	75
	0
	
	
	
	100
	
	

	Village maint and Cemetery costs
	
	1040
	
	
	713
	327
	
	
	
	1100
	
	

	Playground Inspection
	
	200
	
	
	180
	20
	
	20
	
	210
	
	

	Fuel
	
	50
	
	
	64
	-14
	
	-14
	
	100
	
	

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	
	230
	70
	
	70
	
	300
	
	

	Insurance
	
	1200
	
	
	882
	318
	
	
	
	1200
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	230
	
	
	185
	45
	
	
	
	250
	
	

	Christmas thank you gifts to parishioners
	
	150
	
	
	0
	150
	
	105
	
	50
	
	

	Room Fees
	
	75
	
	
	0
	75
	
	
	
	80
	
	

	Playground repairs etc.
	
	100
	
	
	20
	80
	
	-170
	
	190
	
	

	Newsletter
	
	100
	
	
	
	100
	
	
	
	120
	
	

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	
	400
	
	
	225
	175
	
	
	
	440
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tree maint
	
	400
	
	
	0
	400
	
	400
	
	420
	
	

	Road repairs
	
	400
	
	
	0
	400
	
	400
	
	420
	
	

	War Memorial
	
	400
	
	
	0
	400
	
	400
	
	420
	
	

	Repairs to weir
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	
	

	Clearing of Beck
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	280
	
	

	Footpath & Bridleway maint
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve for Emergency works
	
	500
	
	
	
	500
	
	500
	
	500
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	7520
	
	
	3534
	3986
	
	1711
	
	8480
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Cash in hand
	4603
	617
	
	
	
	1000
	
	








