CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2006 in the Village Hall 

Present:   
Councillors:      Mr J Wilson (Chairman)        Mrs K O’Neil
Mr D Smith
        
Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk) 
5 Parishioners   
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. Mr. M Gill reported that the gap in the fence at the Batts Playground was still wide enough to admit small cars, and he was of the opinion that a small car had been misusing the grass area, which had resulted in the destruction of the basketball pole. In discussion it was agreed that the hut was the problem in that it was attracting youths from outside the village and that the Council should restrict the gap in the fence and attempt to position the hut nearer to the road, where it would be more visible. Councillor O’Neil agreed to contact the supplier to establish the feasibility of this proposal.
2. Mr Langford commented that the stone stile close to the Mill was dangerous and not easily climbed. Councillor Smith said that he did not consider the stile to be dangerous, but agreed that a gate would be an asset. It was suggested that the owner be approached with a view to doing this. Mr Neale volunteered to supply a gate.
1) APOLOGIES:  Apologies were received from Councillor Starkey (business commitments), and accepted.
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the September meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman, with the proviso that the word football was to replace the word climbing in the first section of comments from parishioners.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING:
1.
The Clerk reported that Mr Pickard had been asked to carry out the work on the War Memorial.

2.
The Clerk reported that he had received two estimates from tree surgeons to carry out the necessary work on the trees on the Village Green. One was for a little over £1000 and the second £550. It was agreed to accept the latter and the Clerk was undertake the necessary notification to Hambleton DC.

3.
Mr Smith had brought to the meeting the new footpath notice-board with the map provided by County Hall. It was decided that the best site was on the Village Green near the existing notice-board. The map provided had been printed in 2000 and the Clerk was trying to get a more recent version as there had been three amendments since printing. This was in hand.
4.
After the last meeting the Highways Department had been contacted yet again regarding the current situation in the Parish and an email received. This was circulated to Councillors and Mr Smith requested that the formal response be correlated with the Council list of outstanding work and a response sent to Highways highlighting any differences.
5.
The Clerk reported that he had made enquiries as to the ownership of Greengate Lane down as far as the Cemetery, and had concluded that it was the property of Mr Pounder of Greengate Farm.
4)  CORRESPONDENCE;

Letters or e-mails had been received on the following:
1. 
North Yorkshire County Council had written to invite comments regarding its budget and to inform the Parish of meetings where views could be exchanged.
2. 
North Yorkshire County Council had announced that a newsletter would be circulated in the near future and that comments would be welcomed.

3.  The Countryside Alliance had written to express concern regarding the future of village shops and Post Offices.

4.
The Post Office had sent a revised timetable for the services available in the Village, which would be included in the next Newsletter.
A list of other correspondence was mentioned and Councillors asked to contact the Clerk, if they wished to have sight of these documents:

1.
Clerk and Councils Direct

2.
Newton News

3.
White Rose Update.


4.
North Yorkshire Criminal Justice Board Newsletter.

5.
Yorkshire Local Government Association comment on the Local Government White Paper.
5)  FINANCE

a) Recent transactions: See Appendix A. The Chairman was thanked for his work to repair the mower.
b) The Clerk reported that he had received an invoice from Mr Walker for the work carried out in positioning the metal post near his home. Councillors agreed that this be paid but a letter be sent commenting, that a charge had not been mentioned previously and the work would have been included in the repairs to other posts on the Green.
c) The Clerk circulated a report showing the expenditure against budget. See appendix B

d) As part of Appendix B the Clerk introduced his projected budget for next year and the increase in precept needed to fund this. After examination and discussion it was proposed by Councillor Smith and seconded by Councillor O’Neil that the precept be increased by 5.2%. The decision and the reasons behind were to be outlined in the next newsletter.
6) PLANNING:      
a. The Village Hall Management Committee had applied for a single storey extension to be used at least initially as a store room. This was agreed.

b. Mr& Mrs Gill of Hillcrest, Hackforth Road, had applied for a single storey extension to their home. This was agreed.

c. Mr Jarvis of The Hall, Crakehall, had applied for permission to fell an ash tree on his property. There was no objection to this.
7)  PRUNING OF THE TREES ON THE VILLAGE GREEN
This matter had already been considered as part of ‘Matters Arising’.
8)  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 2007
a. 
Mr Alan Cole had informed the Chairman that he was not available to cut the grass in future. The Council recorded its thanks to Mr Cole for the work done over recent years. It was decided that a notice be placed in the next newsletter asking if anyone could take on the responsibility in future.

b.  
The maintenance payments made to the parishioners carrying out work were discussed and it was decided that they be left unchanged.

9)
CEMETERY CHARGES

The charges for the Cemetery were discussed. It was decided that they be raised in line with inflation. The charges are to be £110 for Crakehall residents and £220 for other burials. The details of charges will be published on the web-site and cemetery notice-board.
10)  CHRISTMAS GRATUITIES
The giving of small gifts the parishioners who assist the Council was discussed and it was decided that this small thank you was to be continued, and that the gifts be in line with those of previous years.

11)  CHRITMAS TRE LIGHTS

It was decided that the lights be set up on Saturday December 9th at 1.0pm. 

12)  ROSPA REPORT

The Clerk reported that the Rospa report had been received and there were only a few relatively minor points to be attended to. It was decided that the report be given to Councillors Irwin and Starkey who had previously agreed to deal with the playground maintenance.
13)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
a)  Councillor O’Neil raised the question of the reinstatement of the basketball post. Councillors Wilson and Smith agreed to look into this.
b)
Councillor O’Neil stated that some criticism had been raised as to the tone of the newsletter but on discussion this was not considered valid. It was also proposed that contributions be sought from all Councillors so as to distribute the work and get different perspectives.
c)
Councillor Smith passed on an invitation from the Youth Club to all Councillors to attend the Club on December 15th to meet the young people. It was agreed that Councillors would attend where possible. A further request was made that the Club be allowed to create a living sculpture and display it in the Village. This was agreed in principal but more detail was requested.

d)
Councillor Wilson pointed out that the mower needed a new guard as the old one was no longer serviceable. Mr Gill stated that it should cost about £50 and so it was agreed that it be purchased.

14) DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thurs.18th January 2007
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	November 2006 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From Sept 19th. To November 13th
	
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	2457.74
	
	
	428.20
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	VAT refund
	
	183.66
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burial fees
	
	250.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NEDL wayleave
	
	10.45
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	3090.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Headstone
	
	100.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	3634.11
	
	 
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Greenbarns - noticeboard
	
	602.33
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mazars - audit fee
	
	293.75
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EW Allen - cutter spares
	
	89.30
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clerk salary & expenses
	
	458.32
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rospa
	
	211.50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S Winstanley - repair to strimmer
	
	59.47
	
	
	
	
	
	

	J Wilson - new belt for cutter
	
	19.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	1733.67
	
	 
	0.00
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	4358.18
	
	
	428.20
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	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	  Position as at Nov 15th  2006
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	2006/07
	
	
	2006/2007
	
	2007/2008
	

	
	
	Budget
	
	
	cash flow
	Balance 
	
	Proposed
	

	
	
	
	
	
	to date
	for year
	
	Budget for year
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Sept
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	6180
	
	
	6180
	
	
	6500
	

	Cash not spent prior year
	
	
	
	
	1377
	
	
	817
	

	Cemetary income
	
	
	
	
	410
	
	
	
	

	Tractor hire
	
	
	
	
	30
	
	
	
	

	Don.  Yorkshire water - Notice board for Crakehall
	
	
	
	250
	
	
	
	

	Don.  Yorkshire water - Tree for Langthorne
	
	
	
	
	250
	
	
	
	

	Grant Hambleton Committee
	
	
	
	
	176
	
	
	
	

	Cash B/F
	
	
	
	
	
	5276
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	 
	
	
	8673
	5276
	
	7317
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Salaries
	
	1800
	
	
	910
	910
	
	1900
	

	Misc exp
	
	
	
	
	49
	
	
	75
	

	Cemetery Costs
	
	650
	
	
	300
	240
	
	540
	

	Playground repairs etc.
	
	100
	
	
	0
	100
	
	100
	

	Playground Inspection
	
	150
	
	
	180
	
	
	200
	

	Repairs and Maintenance
	
	250
	
	
	500
	
	
	400
	

	Fuel
	
	50
	
	
	0
	50
	
	50
	

	Tree cutting
	
	400
	
	
	0
	550
	
	400
	

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	
	300
	0
	
	300
	

	Village maintenance cost
	
	500
	
	
	0
	500
	
	500
	

	Insurance
	
	1100
	
	
	863
	237
	
	1200
	

	Subscriptions
	
	150
	
	
	215
	
	
	230
	

	Bonus Payments
	
	150
	
	
	0
	150
	
	150
	

	Room Fees
	
	50
	
	
	0
	50
	
	75
	

	Road repairs
	
	0
	
	
	0
	0
	
	400
	

	War Memorial
	
	150
	
	
	0
	300
	
	
	

	Newsletter
	
	75
	
	
	80
	
	
	100
	

	Purchase of trees for Langthorne
	
	
	
	
	
	250
	
	
	

	Purchase of Noticeboard for Crakehall
	
	
	
	
	
	512
	
	
	

	Reserve for Emergency works
	
	
	
	
	
	500
	
	500
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	5875
	
	
	3397
	4349
	
	7120
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash in hand
	
	
	
	
	5276
	927
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


