CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2005 in the Village Hall 

Present:   
Councillors:      Mr J Wilson (Chairman)        
Mr S Irwin
Mr D Smith
 
        
Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs K O’Neil
Mr T Starkey
 
Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
2 Parishioners   






PC Peter Taylforth and CSO Mark Woods
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
Mr Lillistone asked for an update as to how the footpath maps were progressing. He was told that there had been not progress but this was mainly due to the lack of a notice board to be devoted to footpaths. Once the notice board was in place maps could be progressed.
The Chairman welcomed the members of the Police who had come in particular to address the issue of late night disturbance in the teenage shelter on the Batts. They were also informed of recent events in the grounds of the Village Hall and would look into these matters.

1) APOLOGIES: All Councillors were present.
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the September meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING:
1.
Mr Smith referred to the search for a website coordinator for the Local Channel. He considered that the job was a Council job and suggested that he liaised with Mrs O’Neil and Mr Brewster to keep the site running.
2.
The notice board in Little Crakehall was discussed and Councillor Starkey was reminded again about the repair.

3.
The Chairman was reminded again about the repair of the WI seat.

4.
Councillor Smith asked if the old mower had been repaired and Mr Wilson replied that he had the cutter and would try to repair it in due course.
5.
Councillor Irwin asked for an update regarding Mr Everett’s nomination for the Rector and Four and Twenty Trust, and was told that he had accepted the nomination.
4)  CORRESPONDENCE;

Letters or e-mails had been received as follows:
a.
CE Electric UK. The Council was informed that this company was soon to start tree pruning in the area to clear obstructions to electricity cables.

b.
Voluntary Services Association had invited the Council to attend their AGM on December 6th.
c.
The Friends of Crakehall School had written to seek permission to hold the Annual Duck Race on Sunday 2nd April 2006. Permission was unanimously granted.

d.
The Rev. David Ashforth of Preston under Scar Parish Council had sent an offer for the Clerk to attend the meetings he was organising to help clerks attain the Certificate in Local Government Administration.
e.
The Society of Local Council Clerks had written to the Chairman stating that the Clerk was not a member of the Association. The Clerk pointed out that the Council had declined to pay the fees two years ago, he had paid his own for a year then dropped out as he considered it not cost effective.
f.
The Richmondshire Local Development Plan was tabled but it was not considered necessary to respond.

g.
The Clerk reported that he had been contacted by Yorkshire Water to the effect that they had a fund for providing gifts as recompense to parishes for upheaval caused by their works. It was considered that the offer should be directed primarily to Langthorne, in view of the works being carried out there, but the Clerk was to speak to Yorkshire Water and try to get a seat, noticeboard and litter bins etc for both villages.
5)  FINANCE

a) The Clerk tabled a report showing the income and expenditure in recent months.
	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Current Account
	Savings Account.

	Income
	
	
	
	
	

	Transfer from Deposit
	
	250.00
	
	
	

	VAT refund
	
	2142.92
	
	
	

	Cemetery Fees
	
	400.00
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	3000.00
	5792.92
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	Transfer to Current
	
	
	
	250.00
	

	Graveyard maintenance
	
	295.00
	
	
	

	Clerk salary and expenses
	
	429.29
	
	
	

	Loan repayment - part
	
	2000.00
	
	
	

	Payment for grass cutting
	
	10.00
	
	
	

	NYCC kerbing
	
	565.00
	
	
	

	Mazars
	
	293.75
	
	
	

	EW Allen
	
	28.20
	
	
	

	D O'Neil
	
	426.40
	
	
	

	Loan repayment - final
	
	1000.00
	5047.64
	 
	250.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance carried forward
	
	
	2999.62
	
	421.32


   b) The Clerk reported that the invoice for tractor parts was rather more than expected but would pay it.
   c) The Clerk tabled a report showing the calculations leading to a suggested precept for the 2006/07 year. This was discussed and it was decided that the precept be increased in line with inflation, (3%), so the request to Hambleton District Council would be for £6180.
  d) The giving of Christmas gifts to parishioners was discussed and it was decided that gifts be given to three who had given a lot of time over the year.
6)  PLANNING:


1.   The Clerk reported that access for the Poplar Farm development necessitated a drive crossing the Village Green. He had written to the developer to point out the problem.

2.
The retrospective application for the development at Cherry Tree Farm, Crakehall was agreed.

3.
The application for tree work at Crakehall House was agreed.


4.
The application for a garage at Michery Lea, Langthorne was agreed.


5.
The proposed development sites in Crakehall and Langthorne were discussed and it was considered that there was no preferred site at Langthorne, but development was unlikely as there are no services. In Crakehall the preferred site was that already earmarked for the new school, which would not be needed for that now. One further site was suggested namely the plot to the south along Station Road. These comments were to be conveyed to the Planning Department.
7)  THE POST OF CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER
This was discussed in camera at the end of the meeting and would appear on the agenda at a later meeting.  
8)  WAR MEMORIAL
It was reported that quotes had been received for the repair of the War Memorial, and that a Grant application had been made. Permission was sought to go ahead when the results of the grant application were received. This was given.
9)
CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD BILL


The Clerk had circulated the latest information in order to keep the Councillors up to date and more would be available in the New Year.
10)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1.
Councillor Starkey reported that it was intended that a group of villagers would be carol singing on the Village Green nearer to Christmas.
2.
Mr Starkey reported that the Youth Club would soon be opening on a trial basis and requested that the funds held by the Parish Council be released. This was agreed. He requested that the Council might consider making a donation to the Youth Club. This was declined on the basis that it would set a precedent for any other groups starting up in the Parish. Councillors acknowledged that they would encourage and assist the group to apply for grant funding.
3.
Mr Starkey commented on the mowing of the play area in the Village Hall grounds and the spring on the gate to the road. These problems were to be addressed.
4.
Mr Starkey asked about the status of the kerbing on the Village Green and when the job was to be completed. He was told that the Highways Department had been repeatedly contacted and a reply was awaited. The Clerk was asked to send a letter to the Highways Officer with a copy to Mr Woodford.

5. 
Councillor Wilson suggested that the 10th December at 1.00pm for putting up the Christmas lights. This was agreed and he along with Councillors Irwin and Starkey and Mr O’Neil would be available.

6.
Mrs O’Neil reported that through the Brownies she had received a donation of 600 daffodil and 250 crocus bulbs from B & Q. There would be an item in the newsletter and the planting was to be done on November 26th.

7.
Councillor Smith had received comments that people were taking cars onto the play area on the Batts and so had asked Andy Clark for an estimate for fencing to prevent this. He also asked for an estimate for hard standing near the Pinfold.

8. 
Mr Wilson reported that the kissing gate in Blind Lane was fitted incorrectly and that cows had become stuck in it. The gate was part of the County Footpaths initiative and so the matter was to be pursued by Councillor Smith.

9.
The post which was to be placed in the road by Village Farm was discussed and an attempt made to retrieve it from Mr Walker and put it in place.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thurs. 19th January 2006 at 7.30pm
