CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 21st November 2002 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   

Mr J Wilson (Chairman)





Mr C Dent
Mr S Irwin

12) Mr H Lillystone
Mr J Walker

Mr D Smith (District Councillor) 

Mrs K O'Neil (Parish Clerk)





3 Parishioners

13)  LISTNUM   APOLOGIES: 

Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman) (funeral)
 LISTNUM   MINUTES:

Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

 LISTNUM   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

14) 3 i.  Councillor Irwin had examined the surface in the playground and would attend to the repairs when the weather improved.
3 ii.  The decision regarding the grass cutting of highway verges was deferred.

15) 11.   A site visit to Coronation Road had taken place and Mr G Holder (Hambleton District Council) was to draw up plans for the recommended street signs. The Council were informed that the final decision rested with Mr D. Smith as Ward Member. It was agreed that, since the plans were to be in line with the Council's initial requests, no further consultation would take place involving the Council. In this way the work could be implemented as soon as Mr Smith was satisfied.

12 i. The County Council's Highways Department was to investigate the suggestion that there was still a problem  of visibility on the bridge.

12 ii. Councillor Dent would make enquiries as to the cost of a tree guard for the Jubilee Oak.

4)  CORRESPONDENCE

Letters had been received on the following subjects:

i. From Hambleton District Council Community Safety Partnership - a newsletter and information on 'Unite'.

ii. From Hambleton & Richmondshire Primary Care Trust - notification of change of address

iii. From Hambleton District Council - notification of the Grants Road Show to be held in Bedale on 25th November (7pm - 9pm). A request for handouts would be made if no one is able to attend.

iv. From Hambleton Citizens' Advice Bureau - a request for funding. This was declined.

v. From The Inland Revenue - a cheque for 56.72 as repayment of tax for Mr C Swann, the previous clerk.

vi. The dismissal of the Planning Appeal (Greengate Farm) by the Secretary of State

5) FINANCE:

a) Approval was given to the following payments:

J Gill & Sons Ltd.


   £6.45



S Turner & Sons Ltd.


£324.22

b) The Internal Auditor's report was presented to the Council, confirming the requirement of the Annual Risk Assessment to be carried out before the end of the financial year.

c) Councillors spent some time discussing the budget for next year. In doing so they took into account the possible need for

i) a replacement grass cutter for the cemetery

ii) curbing of the eastern section of the Village Green

iii) a fund for the eventual replacement of the tractor

iv) an increase in the Clerk's working week (This was discussed at the end of the meeting in the absence of the Clerk and Parishioners. It was agreed that the Clerk would be paid for 5 hours work per week to take effect from 1st April 2003. Councillor Buck was thanked for the work he had carried out to review the Clerk's hours and salary )  



Councillors would make the final decision on the Precept at the next meeting.


d) It was agreed that a string of coloured heavy duty Christmas Lights would be purchased. The lights would be put up on Sunday 8th December at 1pm. 

6) PLANNING 

The Council raised no objections to the following plans:

a) change of use of existing agricultural land to garden at The Old Barn, Crakehall

b) alterations to the existing building for use as a holiday unit at New Village Farm, Crakehall

c) revised plans for Alvercott, The Green, Crakehall

d) extension to replace existing conservatory at Hillcrest, Hackforth Road, Little Crakehall 

7) COMMUNITY FOOTPATH INITIATIVE:

It was proposed by Councillor Irwin and agreed by the Council that the extinguishment of the original footpath through the garden of The Old Barn should proceed and that the proposed footpath, which has been in use for a number of years, should be formally approved.

16) Councillor Lillystone reported that Mrs Shepherd (North Yorkshire County Council) was attempting to reduce the   latest quote for work on the stiles and gates between Kirkbridge and Crakehall.

A site meeting was to be arranged with a representative from the Electricity Board to investigate the electricity stay, which was causing a problem on Mr Godlee's land in Langthorne. The metal gate,  which was discussed in last month's meeting would also be investigated by Mrs Shepherd. 

8)   PARISH HEALTH  AND SAFETY POLICY:

Councillor Walker stated that he would have a draft prepared for the next meeting. He reminded the Council of its responsibility for the supply of protective clothing such as gloves, helmet and goggles for those using the strimmers.

Whilst these had been provided in the past, it was necessary to check that they were still in use. Councillor Walker also mentioned that the Village strimmer is now housed with Mr Shepherd at the Bay Horse.

9) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT - PUBLICATION SCHEME: 

17)   The Clerk circulated the Parish Scheme which she and Councillor Buck had produced following the modal issued by the Yorkshire Local Councils' Associations. The Councillor agreed that this be submitted to the Commissioner.

10)   NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE RECTOR AND FOUR AND TWENTY OF BEDALE
Mr D O'Neil had volunteered to become a member of the committee. Councillor Irwin proposed the nomination and it was agreed by the Council.

11)   VILLAGE PLAN - UPDATE: 

Councillors were presented with a draft for any final comments. Once these were taken into consideration along with any suggestions from the Yorkshire Rural Community Council,  the Clerk would look into the cost of publication. 

The Clerk mentioned that a member of the District Council's Housing Department had confirmed that the Housing Survey referred to in the Action Plan would possibly be undertaken before Christmas. Various meetings to support the implementation of the Plan had been arranged by the Bedale Steering Group and it was agreed that the meeting in February on Web Pages should be attended by any volunteers if possible. 

18) ADDITIONAL NAME FOR THE WAR MEMORIAL AND MEMORIAL REPAIRS - UPDATE:

The Clerk reported that the reply from the Friends of War Memorials regarding funding for work on memorials had suggested that grants were more readily available for memorials, which were listed as Class I or II. Whilst Councillor Walker agreed to get a quote for the immediate repair work and the name engraving, it was also proposed that the Clerk should investigate the possibility of the memorial becoming listed and therefore eligible for funding to correct the present leaning.

19) ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Councillor Walker was in the process of producing a new notice board for Little Crakehall. He would also look into replacing the recently reinstated post in front of Village Farm with a metal one, since the replacement was damaged within days.

Further information had been received concerning vehicle access over Village Greens. This will be circulated and the issue discussed in more detail at the next meeting

20) DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 12th December 2002 at 7.30pm 






