CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 15 May 2008 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)





Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson 


        
Mr M Gill


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)

Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)


5 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
A Parishioner questioned when the grass verges on Hackforth Road would be cut.  The Chairman advised that these were the responsibility of North Yorkshire County Council and should be maintained twice yearly.
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the March meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 13 March 2008 (see Appendix A).  No questions were raised. 
4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The following items required further discussion:
1. The Clerk asked the Council if they wished to subscribe to the York & North Yorkshire Playing Fields Association.  The Council did not wish to subscribe.
2. A letter had been received from Hambleton District Council asking if the Parish Council would like to nominate a representative for the District Council’s Standards Committee.  No members of the Council wished to be appointed.

3. The Clerk asked the Council if they wanted to subscribe to the Yorkshire Rural Community Council (YRCC).  As the Council already subscribes to the Yorkshire Local Councils Association they felt that they would not benefit from being a member of the YRCC.

4. The Environment Agency (EA) had sent an agreement letter confirming the use of Roundup (Glyphosate) to control a small area of reeds in Crakehall Beck approximately twenty metres west of the weir and requested that they be informed when treatment had been completed.  The Clerk informed the Council that as Paul Kind holds a NPTC certificate of competence he would apply the herbicide in May/June with the help of Councillor Dent.  Councillor Dent questioned the proposed date of treatment as he had been advised that such reeds should be treated when they start to die back naturally, usually August.  The Clerk was asked to contact the EA to confirm that this agreement would apply to any treatment administered in August. 
5) FINANCE – RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER REPORT
1. The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) presented the transactions from 10 March 2008 to 31 March 2008 (see Appendix B).

2.  The RFO tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures as at the year end i.e. 31 March 2008 (see Appendix C).

3. The RFO circulated the statement of accounts and informed the Council that the accounts had been examined by the internal auditors and that they were satisfied with the accounts and statements.  The Council approved the statement of accounts and agreed that these should be sent to the external auditors.  The RFO will meet with the Chairman to complete the necessary paperwork.
6) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr Neale had applied to construct a replacement dwelling on the land at the rear of Cedarwood in Crakehall.  The Chairman informed the Council that consent for the construction of the original building had been granted as a holiday let.  The Council was asked to consider whether the same conditions should apply to the replacement dwelling.  After some discussion the Council concluded that as the footprint remained unchanged they had no objections.

7) YOUTH SHELTER ON BATTS
The Chairman announced that the scheduled work for the Probation Service to relocate the youth shelter had been postponed due to requirements for a toilet and kitchen that the Parish Council was unable to provide on the scheduled dates.  The youth shelter had been successfully moved on 26 April 2008 by a team of volunteers Johnny Neale, Paul Kind, Darren Ventham and Andrew Sheild and also helped by Chris Dent, Stuart Shield, Alan Ramsay and Malcolm Gill.  The Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to the volunteers.

The Chairman informed the Council that Paul Kind had inspected the youth shelter and had suggested that the interior roof be stained with a wood treatment to try and combat the graffiti problem.  Mr Kind had also reported that the underside of the roof was not fully lined with exterior ply and consequently rainwater was shedding inside the shelter potentially rotting the floor and benches.  He recommended that the roof be lined with additional ply.  The Council agreed that Mr Kind should carry out the necessary remedial work and the stain be applied.
8) FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE
The Clerk had received an explanation from Highways at North Yorkshire County Council stating why this scheme had not attracted any funding since the request was raised in 2001 (see Appendix A - Parish Clerk Report – Item 6).  Councillors were extremely disappointed with this response as a lack of footway poses a potentially dangerous road safety issue for both vehicles and pedestrians.  The Council stated that the Village Hall had been built to accommodate disabled users and as such the footways leading to the Village Hall should be suitable for such users.  The Chairman suggested that a meeting be arranged with the Highways Improvement Manager Jayne Charlton to discuss further. 
9) ROSPA REPORT
The Chairman reported that the play areas had been inspected by RoSPA on 27 September 2007 and that their report had highlighted a few minor issues.  Paul Kind had addressed some of these points and would continue to regularly inspect the play areas.  The Chairman expressed his thanks to Mr Kind.
10) BASKETBALL BACKBOARD
The Chairman informed the Council that the basketball backboard had been severely damaged by misuse a few years ago.  He asked the Council to consider a replacement and advised that Climb ‘n’ Slide Ltd had quoted a new 120cm x 90cm backboard at £210+VAT and that the net would cost approximately £5.  The Chairman suggested that the Council construct a new board out of plywood.  Councillor O’Neil queried why a claim had not been submitted with the insurance company.  Mr O’Neil advised that when the damage occurred the Council questioned whether the material was defective and had therefore not made an insurance claim.  The Council agreed that a new board be made.  
The Chairman announced that the shaft had been repaired and asked where the basketball should now be located.  After some discussion the Council felt that it may prove beneficial to the Youth Club and other young people to relocate it to the back of the Village Hall grounds.  Councillor Dent and Councillor Gill will discuss this with the Village Hall Management Committee. 

11) GRANT SCHEME GROWS
The Chairman informed the Council of a carbon reduction grant scheme run by Hambleton District Council that provides grant support for planting trees and hedgerows offering projects up to 75% of the total eligible cost to a maximum of £1500.  The Council was asked to propose potential projects and the Pinfold was suggested.  Councillor Gill will speak with Annette Kelly regarding any requirements for the Pinfold area.  The Council agreed that this be an agenda item for the next meeting.   
12) ERECTION OF MARQUEE ON VILLAGE GREEN ON 31 MAY 2008
Mr & Mrs Broadbent of Brookside had contacted the Council asking permission to erect a marquee on the Village Green in front of the Bay Horse Inn for the occasion of their 25th Wedding Anniversary on 31 May 2008.  The Council had no objections to the marquee but requested that it be dismantled as soon as is practicable after the event and that the Village Green is left tidy.  The Council would not permit vehicles to park on the Village Green and asked that the expected coach park outside the village possibly in Bedale.  The Clerk has informed Mr & Mrs Broadbent of the Council’s decision.
13) SKIP OUTSIDE CRAKEHALL HOUSE
Mr Sizer of Crakehall House had contacted the Council requesting permission to temporarily place a skip on the Village Green outside Crakehall House for approximately eight weeks.  Whilst the Council had no objections they were concerned about the potential damage to the grass.  They asked that the skip was not permanently placed on the Village Green for the eight weeks and suggested that the location of any replacement skip be moved slightly in order to protect the grass.  The Council have requested that any damage caused to the Village Green be repaired by Mr Sizer.  The Clerk has informed Mr Sizer of the Council’s decision.
14) PARISH COUNCIL QUALITY STATUS
The Chairman asked the Council if they would consider applying for Quality status.  He explained that this was a government initiative that demonstrates to local communities that the Council meets minimum standards and that it actively engages with the Parish.  He stated that increased responsibilities were few but that Quality status would be recognised by partners such as the County Council, District Council and Police and that it should generate a stronger working relationship with these partners.  The accreditation process required the Council to submit an application form together with supporting evidence from various specified tests.  The Chairman stated that he believed that the Council already met most of the criteria expected of a Quality Parish Council for example producing newsletters, communicating electronically, adopting standing orders and holding regular meetings but advised that one of the prerequisites for attaining Quality status was that the Clerk should be qualified in the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA).  The Clerk advised that there were two stages to achieving this qualification.  The first was to study for the Working With Your Council certificate at a cost of £147.50 and that a bursary of 75% towards this cost had been granted from the National Association of Local Councils.  The second stage was to prepare a portfolio for CiLCA incurring a registration fee of £70.  The Clerk stated that CiLCA had to be completed before 27 March 2010.
Councillor O’Neil had reservations about the Council becoming a Quality Council as she felt that they may be presented with additional responsibilities.  The Council however agreed that they would apply for Quality status and that they would support the Clerk in gaining the qualification.
15) ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Chairman and Clerk had drafted a set of standing orders, tailored for the Parish Council, from a model set issued by the National Association of Local Councils.  These had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting and the Chairman asked if the Council wished to adopt them.  The Council agreed.
16) MATTERS OF URGENCY
The Chairman reported that there were no matters of urgency.
17) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 17 July 2008.
18) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Councillor Gill reported that he had been approached by a Parishioner regarding an issue with BT.  The Parishioner had been informed by BT that a fault on his telephone had been due to a damaged overhead cable caused by an overgrown tree on the Batts.  The cable had to be replaced.  The BT engineer forewarned the Parishioner that should this problem reoccur he would be presented with a bill for the costs.  The Council questioned who was responsible for ensuring that the height of a tree did not exceed the safe clearance level of an overhead cable.  The Chairman stated that an electrical company had requested permission from the Council to prune a tree they felt was problematic to their cables and therefore asked why BT was not responsible.  

2. Mr Johns had reported a faulty street light approaching the village from Bedale.  The Chairman will contact Hambleton District Council.

3. It was reported that the boundary fence alongside the play area on the Batts was very precarious as some of the posts had become rotten.  The Chairman stated that he and Paul Kind were aware of this problem.  After some discussion the Council concluded that Highways was responsible for the fence to the left of the footbridge behind the litter bin and that the Council was responsible for the fence to the right of the footbridge.  The Clerk will contact Highways.

4. Councillor O’Neil requested that Highways be informed that the road by the side of the beck opposite the old buildings in Kirkbridge was disintegrating and that the fence was broken.  She also mentioned that the weeds should be attended to.  The Council agreed that this be an agenda item at the next meeting.
5. Councillor O’Neil enquired as to whether Yorkshire Water had replaced their dead hedge following the completion of the drainage work across the Crakehall/Bedale Road.  The Council asked that this be an agenda item for the next meeting.
6. Councillor O’Neil requested that repairs to the headstones in the graveyard be added to the agenda for the next meeting.

7. Concern was raised about the state of the footway from Crakehall to Bedale for users of disability vehicles.  The Clerk was asked to contact Highways.
APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT – 15 MAY 2008

1. YOUTH SHELTER ON BATTS – The Probation Service postponed relocating the youth shelter due to requirements for a kitchen and toilet that the Parish Council was unable to provide on the scheduled dates.  The youth shelter was however successfully repositioned on the 26 April 2008 by a team of volunteers from the village namely Johnny Neale, Paul Kind, Darren Ventham and Andrew Sheild and also helped by Chris Dent, Stuart Shield, Alan Ramsay and Malcolm Gill.  The police have confirmed that they will continue to monitor the area.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 7:
The Council should discuss possible anti-graffiti measures.

2. FOOTPATH TO NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS -The Countryside Ranger has walked the path from Newton-le-Willows to Crakehall and has arranged to meet the farm manager to discuss the waymarking.

3. BLIND LANE - Still awaiting confirmation from Highways at NYCC on who is responsible for the maintenance of the trees and hedge.

4. DROPPING OF KERB TO FOOTPATH ON BRIDGE – Highways at NYCC have completed the work.

5. SIZE OF DROP FROM STILE ON A684 - Due to the hazardous road the Countryside Ranger intends to alter this stile from the field side.  He is awaiting dry conditions to enable vehicular access into the field.

6. FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE – The Clerk contacted Highways at NYCC to ask why this scheme had not attracted any funding since the request was raised in 2001.  Highways advised that the Objective Based Scheme Prioritisation System assesses a schemes contribution to all the Local Transport Plans Objectives.  The contribution is based on a scoring system derived from a number of objectives: Safety; Accessibility; Congestion; Environment and Added Value.  The calculated score for this proposed footway was significantly low and was therefore not considered a priority.  It seems unlikely that this scheme will secure any funding in the near future.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 8:
The Council should discuss whether to pursue this further with the County Council.

7. WAR MEMORIAL - The stonemason is waiting to go into hospital.  He will contact us when he has recovered from his operation.
8. BRANCH OF WILLOW TREE IN BECK –The Legal department at NYCC advised that when building roads they merely obtain permission from the landowners and consequently do not own the land either side of the road.  They have clearly stated that the extent of their boundary lies at the metal fence along the beck.  They are therefore not the riparian owner of the riverbank and are not responsible for the willow tree.  The Chairman has asked a volunteer in the village to remove the branch.
9. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – The Clerk has contacted Hambleton District Council regarding the possibility of obtaining a grant for the maintenance work required.  One of the key questions however when applying for a grant is ownership and as ownership of the weir remains unknown it may prove difficult to secure a grant.  Coxon Brothers have been asked to provide a rough estimate of the cost of the repair and the Clerk will try and pursue the grant application once this cost is known.  

10. DRAINAGE PROBLEM IN GULLY OUTSIDE LONGARTH, HACKFORTH ROAD – Highways at NYCC assessed the gully and appreciate that some water remains in the channel edge after rainfall.  They are due to take some levels on the road and establish if this can easily be resolved.
11. REPAIR OF GRASS CUTTER - The old grass cutter (Paddock Topper) has been repaired by Ivesons and   Councillor Gill and Stuart Shield have serviced the Village Green mower.  The strimmer and the Honda grass cutter have also been serviced and the old Honda mower was sold as scrap.
12. BASKETBALL SHAFT – The basketball shaft has been repaired and will soon be relocated.

13. DAMAGED PINFOLD SIGN – This has been repaired and is awaiting reinstatement?

APPENDIX A (Continued)
14. FOOTPATH SIGN IN KIRKBRIDGE - The Countryside Ranger has reinstated this sign.

15. 25 LITRE FUEL DRUM – Andrew Shield has taken possession of the new fuel drum.  This will be used to control and measure the fuel usage of the tractor.

16. PARISH PLAN REVIEW* - The updated Parish Plan is available to view on the Crakehall website.

17. DAMAGED POST ON VILLAGE GREEN* - A post has been damaged by the refuse collection vehicle.  The Chairman has received a replacement post from Hambleton District Council which will be reinstated in the next few weeks.

18. RUBBISH BIN IN VILLAGE HALL PLAY AREA* - This rubbish bin had not been emptied regularly.  Hambleton District Council has confirmed that this will now be emptied weekly.

19. BEST KEPT VILLAGE SEAT* - The seat has been repaired and kindly repainted by George Pocklington.  It has been placed on the West Green.

20. WI SEAT* - The cast iron side of this seat has been repaired and the Chairman will repair the wood and repaint before placing back in situ.

*These issues occurred since the meeting on 13 March 2008.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	May 2008 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 10th March to 31st March 2008
	
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	684.35
	
	
	3449.91

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	                     
	0.00
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HDC Newsletter print
	
	101.38
	
	
	
	

	Wensleydale Railway
	
	60.00
	
	
	
	

	M Shield
	
	100.00
	
	
	
	

	YLCA subscription
	
	177.00
	
	
	
	

	Clerk expenses
	
	31.17
	
	
	
	

	CE Johnson
	
	70.50
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	540.05
	
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	144.30
	
	
	3449.91

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	APPENDIX C
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	Position as at March 31st 2008

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	2007/8
	
	
	2007/8
	
	Variance

	
	
	Budget
	
	
	cash flow
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	to date
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	March
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	
	£
	
	£

	Precept
	
	6,500
	
	
	6,500
	
	0

	Increase in Precept
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash not spent prior year
	
	817
	
	
	817
	
	0

	Cemetery income
	
	
	
	
	1,190
	
	(1,190)

	Tractor hire
	
	
	
	
	50
	
	(50)

	Contribution for tree works from Church
	
	
	
	
	30
	
	(30)

	Misc income
	
	
	
	
	30
	
	(30)

	Interest
	
	
	
	
	17
	
	(17)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	
	8,634
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of election
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Salaries
	
	1,900
	
	
	1,983
	
	(83)

	Misc exp Admin
	
	75
	
	
	206
	
	(131)

	Village maint and Cemetery costs
	
	1,040
	
	
	787
	
	253

	Playground Inspection
	
	200
	
	
	180
	
	20

	Fuel
	
	50
	
	
	462
	
	(412)

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	
	170
	
	130

	Insurance
	
	1,200
	
	
	1,115
	
	85

	Subscriptions
	
	230
	
	
	422
	
	(192)

	Christmas thank you gifts to parishioners
	
	150
	
	
	25
	
	125

	Room Fees
	
	75
	
	
	0
	
	75

	Playground repairs etc.
	
	100
	
	
	211
	
	(111)

	Newsletter
	
	100
	
	
	86
	
	14

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	
	400
	
	
	682
	
	(282)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tree maint
	
	400
	
	
	0
	
	400

	Road repairs
	
	400
	
	
	0
	
	400

	War Memorial
	
	400
	
	
	0
	
	400

	Reserve for Emergency works
	
	500
	
	
	0
	
	500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	7,520
	
	
	6,329
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








