CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 18th May 2006 in the Village Hall 

Present:   
Councillors:      Mr J Wilson (Chairman)        
Mr S Irwin
Mr D Smith
 
        
Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs K O’Neil
Mr T Starkey
 
Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
1 Parishioner   
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
Councillor O’Neil reported on a number of issues raised by a parishioner. These included three matters, which would be passed on to the Highways Department and also concern about the height of the steps in the stile behind the Mill and an apparent omission by Yorkshire Water to complete the screening of the past work carried out on the Bedale Road.
Councillor Buck passed on a request from members of the Methodist Chapel (which was reinforced by an additional letter) requesting that one or two reinstated posts outside the Chapel be replaced with movable ones for occasions such as funerals. Councillors felt that leniency regarding parking is already shown on the area on the other side of the main road, that there are areas for parking in Station Road and also that the action of removing the posts would not give the residents of that part of the Green the safe play facility, currently enjoyed by the children. The Clerk would reply to that effect.
Action:  Councillor Smith and The Clerk
1) APOLOGIES: All Councillors were present.
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the January meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors were signed by the Chairman.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING:
1.
Mrs O’Neil raised the matter of outstanding Highways issues, which had again been drawn to the attention of Mr Hayward of the Highways Department at the County Council along with the recent problems identified at the last meeting. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mr Hayward, inviting him to the next Parish Council Meeting to present a proposed plan of work. A copy of the letter was to be sent to the Chief Executive. 
Action: The Clerk


2.  The Dog Warden had been informed of the current situation and had agreed to visit the village.

3.  The Clerk reported that a reply had finally been received from the Footpaths division of the County Council stating that interested parties were being consulted about the proposed change to part of the path from Crakehall to Kirkbridge. As Councillor Wilson was the owner of the land and had not received this information, it was debatable that any one else had. The Clerk would query this matter.

 



Action: The Clerk
4.  Councillor Irwin reported that he had produced the article for the Newsletter on Ron Kettlewell. Whilst he expressed his disappointment at the fact that the post outside Village Farm had not been reinstated as initially agreed, he was pleased when told that it had nevertheless finally been done.
4)  CORRESPONDENCE;

Letters or e-mails had been received on the following:
i. Patient and Public Involvement Forum for Hambleton and Richmondshire inviting Councillors to a meeting on 22nd May at the Middleham Key Centre. There were no volunteers.

ii. Mrs T Hepworth requesting permission to park on the Village Green on 1st July for those attending a Jazz Concert in aid of St Gregory’s Church and Dales-care. This was granted and the Clerk would inform Mrs Hepworth accordingly. Action: The Clerk
iii. N.Y.C.C. Highways Department informing the Council that the letter sent in March was receiving attention.
iv. N.Y.C.C. Integrated Passenger Transport inviting responses to the proposed new routes and timetables. Parishioners would be notified of the possibility of viewing the timetables via the Newsletter.    Action: Councillor O’Neil
5)  FINANCE

   a) The Clerk reported that £500 had been received from Yorkshire Water to be spent on shrubs etc. for Langthorne and the Crakehall footpaths notice-board. Hambleton Area committee had also granted £176 towards the notice-board. The half yearly precept of £3090 had also been received.

   b) The Clerk also reported that there had been no cheques issues to date but had some currently, and asked for signatures. Councillors queried some of the cheques, which required signing and the Clerk explained why the payments were being made. Concerns were raised regarding the amount due for the servicing etc. of the cemetery cutter and also the tractor, the latter being twice as much as was forecast. The Clerk was asked to mention to those who take the vehicles for servicing that the Council must be informed beforehand when such amounts are required so that payment can be agreed or alternative tenders sought. It was also agreed that quotes be sought in time for next year’s insurance payment, since the current amount paid to Allianz Cornhill was becoming excessive.    Action: The Clerk
   c)  The use of the tractor by the Cricket Club was considered and in view of the fact that the promised donation towards the new tractor never materialised, Councillors felt that it was not unreasonable to charge for the use the Club makes of the tractor. It was decided to invoice the club for £100 annually which amounted to approximately 20% of the annual upkeep of the vehicle. Action: The Clerk
   d)  In order to generate more income the Council considered the possibility of hiring the grass cutting equipment to those in the Parish with paddocks/grass which requires frequent cutting. There would be a charge of probably £10 per hour for the hire of the equipment, labour charges not being the Council’s concern. This would necessitate the servicing of the larger mowing equipment currently held by Councillor Wilson. The availability of the equipment would be publicised in the Newsletter.

                                                 Action: Councillors Wilson and O’Neil


   e) Regarding the grass cutting by Alan Cole it was agreed that a more structured list of his responsibilities be drawn up and that Stuart Shield be asked by Councillor Smith to cut the play areas, using the Cemetery mower. He would need to be issued with a key to the Chapel and Mr Kilding would need to be informed of the decision. He would be reimbursed at the end of the year at an agreed rate.                                         Action: Councillor Smith and The Clerk
   f)  It was agreed to purchase more Snowcem for painting the posts on the Green to be painted by volunteers. 

                                                Action: The Clerk

6)  PLANNING:


The Clerk raised the issue of a change of use of part of Rosscat on the East side of the Village Green to include a physiotherapy studio. The Council was concerned on a number of points:
· The driveway to the house appeared on the submitted plans to belong to the house where in fact it is designated Village Green.
· The current residents frequently park on the Green at present.
· The Council could not be sure that the additional number of cars, which such a business could generate, would not make similar abuse of the Village Green 

It was agreed that an article be placed in the next newsletter reminding Parishioners of the Council’s responsibilities regarding the Green and the statutory regulations which apply. 



                                            Action: Councillor O’Neil
7)  CLEAN ENVIRONMENT ACT
The Clerk issued Councillors with an abbreviated form of the new powers available to them under the Act. He did have the full document, if Councillors wished to see it. It was agreed that Councillors would view the paper and ask for it to be included on the next agenda, if they felt it appropriate.






Action: All Councillors

The County Council’s plans for local tipping and refuse disposal were also circulated for the Councillors’ attention. Councillor Smith again raised the matter of a recycling centre in Crakehall and asked that it be taken again to the Village Hall Committee for their consideration. This was agreed.

Action: Councillor Starkey

8)  FOOTPATH BY THE BUS STOP BY THE CHURCH
Councillor Starkey reported that the area currently used as a footpath was 23metres long and 1 metre wide. It was agreed to consider Grasscrete when the budget was reviewed. 

9)  DOG FOULING. 
        This had already been discussed earlier on the agenda.

10)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i. Councillor Buck reported that the Village Green in Langthorne had been reseeded as agreed by Yorkshire Water.
ii. Councillor O’Neil reported that sheep were getting into the Cemetery. Councillor Buck offered to discuss this with Mr Smith.
Action: Councillor Buck

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thurs.13th July 2006. Councillor Irwin offered his apologies as he will be on holiday.
