CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19 March 2009 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      
Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)






Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson
Mr M Gill


Mr C Dent

Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


5 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner reported that the drop from the stile onto the A684 was too steep.  The Chairman stated that the Countryside Ranger had contacted the Highways Area Office in Richmond to determine if the roadside verge at this location could be improved.  The Clerk would obtain an update.
2. A Parishioner requested if the trees, which were growing close to the bridge on the lower Batts, could be removed as they were potentially obstructing the view of the bridge.  The Chairman stated that Highways had conducted an assessment of the area and concluded that these were not causing a traffic hazard.  
3. The residents of Station Cottages informed the Council that the land opposite Crakehall station on which two caravans were parked belonged to Station Cottages.  They explained that of the two caravans, the smaller one belonged to the Wensleydale Railway Association and was permanently parked on this land and that the larger caravan had been temporarily placed there over the Christmas period to accommodate guests and was due to be moved however because of the saturated ground it was immobile.  They assured members that it would be removed as soon as practicably possible.  The Chairman thanked the residents for the information and advised that this issue would be discussed under agenda item 9.
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the January meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. One amendment was made and they were subsequently approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
3) PARKING ON LANGTHORNE ROAD

Councillor Thompson requested that action be taken on complaints from Langthorne residents about the danger caused by vehicles parked on the corner outside Little Garth on Langthorne Road.  It was reported that the parked vehicles made it very difficult for two vehicles approaching each other to pass safely and that a number of incidents had occurred one of which involved the school bus.  The Chairman advised that this issue was not within the remit of the Parish Council.  Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the Police informing them of the situation.

4) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 22 January 2009 (see Appendix A).  The Clerk stated that Hambleton District Council had advised that work would commence on street light number 5 on Hackforth Road within the next three weeks.    
5) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The following items required further discussion:

1. The Clerk asked the Council if it wished to reconsider its decision made at the meeting on 13 March 2008 regarding renewing its membership with the Wensleydale Railway Association (WRA).  The Clerk reminded members of the letter received from the WRA explaining that there were no plans to bring Crakehall station back into use as a public station and asking the Council to consider the benefits to the whole area.  The Council agreed to maintain its membership.
2. The Clerk asked the Council if it wished to renew its membership with the Yorkshire Local Councils Association.  Members agreed that this was beneficial and should be renewed.

3. York & North Yorkshire Playing Fields Association had written stating that only member councils would continue to receive The Playing Field newsletter.  The Council agreed not to subscribe.
6) FINANCE
1. The Clerk presented the transactions from 15 January 2009 to 13 March 2009 (see Appendix B) and stated that the £229.99 paid to North Yorkshire County Council related to a newspaper advertisement confirming the footpath diversion order from Crakehall to Kirkbridge.  It was explained that this was not however the Parish Council’s responsibility.  Councillor O’Neil would discuss this further with the parishioner who requested the diversion.
2. The Clerk tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures as at 13 March 2009 (see Appendix C) and also included the projected outturn to the end of the financial year ie 31 March 2009.  The Clerk highlighted that the cost of the walks leaflets had been analysed under Newsletter.
3. The Financial Regulations had been revised by the Clerk and Chairman to fit the Council and had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Councillor O’Neil raised strong objections to some of the changes and stated that some of the deleted information was relevant to the Council and as such should be included in the document.  After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would consult the internal auditor.
7) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr Gibson & Son of Hunters Hill, Hackforth Road, Little Crakehall had applied for prior notification for the construction of a replacement agricultural building.  This had been provided for information only as formal approval was not required.

8) TREE MAINTENANCE
The Chairman advised that there were a number of trees in Little Crakehall that required attention and that the work could potentially be undertaken by volunteers but he was concerned about the responsibility of the timber.  The Council was asked to consider a policy whereby any volunteer working on trees would have priority to take the timber if they wished.  The Chairman also raised concerns about the associated risks involved and potential liability for the Council.  The Clerk explained that the Council’s Public Liability insurance only covered volunteers for minor works to trees e.g. strimming or lopping and only if the tools had been provided by the Council.  It did not cover hazardous work involving the use of chain saws, ladders, climbing, cutting off boughs etc.  Members agreed to the proposed policy and requested that a letter be sent to each volunteer stating that the work would be undertaken at their own risk.
9) CARAVAN PARKING OPPOSITE CRAKEHALL STATION
The Chairman asked if members had anything to add following the information provided by the residents of Station Cottages.  The Council was satisfied with the explanation given.  
10) REPAIRING THE WEIR
The Clerk explained the principle of Defective Title Indemnity insurance (see Parish Clerk Report – item 1) stating that, if the Council agreed to repair the weir, this insurance should overcome the stumbling block of ownership and allow grant applications to be pursued.  The Council was unanimous that the weir should be repaired and asked the Clerk to obtain three insurance quotations.  Members agreed that the Clerk should proceed with the lowest quotation received.
11) CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2009 COMPETITION
The Chairman reported that an article had been included on the website and in the February newsletter about the Calor Village of the Year 2009 competition asking parishioners if they wished to support this venture and stated that only one person had volunteered.  The Council was disappointed with the lack of interest and regrettably concluded that due to the lack of response it would not pursue this further.
12) MATTERS OF URGENCY
1. The Chairman asked Councillors if they agreed to adopt the revised pay scales published in March 2009 by the National Association of Local Councils.  Members agreed.

2. The Chairman announced that Stuart Shield would continue to maintain the grass areas in the village with the tractor but that volunteers would be required to strim the play areas.  The Chairman offered to strim the play area on the Village Green and Johnny Neale volunteered to strim the play area at the Village Hall.  The Chairman stated that it would be necessary to make alternative arrangements to attend to the areas in the cemetery that could not be cut with the tractor.  £500 had been budgeted for this work and members agreed that an advert should be placed in the newsletter.
13) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 21 May 2009 Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm followed by Annual Parish Council Meeting.
14) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Councillor O’Neil mentioned that the footpath sign on the Bedale to Newton-le-Willows road was broken. 
2. Councillor Wilson reported that the A684 outside High Mill Farm was disintegrating and in need of repair.

3. A Parishioner enquired as to the future state of the clearing adjacent to Brookside on the lower Batts.  The Chairman responded that it would ultimately become a wildflower area but that there was still more maintenance work required in the short term and that it would be reseeded before the end of the year. 

4. A Parishioner felt that the ‘No Through Road’ stickers that had been placed on the road name plate leading into Ashdowne would be ineffective and that a more conspicuous road sign was required.  The Chairman stated that if there was no improvement the issue would be readdressed.

5. A Parishioner asked if a volunteer could paint the railings along the beck.  It was agreed that this should be an item for the May newsletter.

6. The issue of the damaged sign in the Pinfold was raised.  The Chairman suggested that the sign be permanently placed by the seat.

15) CONFIDENTIAL – TRACTOR FUEL
The minute recorded in the private and confidential section of the meeting held on 22 January 2009 was confirmed.

APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT – 19 MARCH 2009

1. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – Hambleton District Council has suggested that as ownership remains unknown it may be possible to take out a Defective Title Indemnity policy in order to progress with grant applications.  This policy, subject to the Parish Council agreeing to repair the weir, will insure against any person declaring ownership in the future and requesting that the weir be returned to its condition prior to any repairs being made.  Zurich has provided a provisional estimate of £262.50 on a limit of indemnity of £25,000.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 10: The Council should consider how to proceed. 
2. FOOTWAY OPPOSITE VILLAGE HALL GATE – The Clerk has received a copy of a letter sent from Highways to the Village Hall Management Committee confirming that the scheme remains on the reserve list and is being re-assessed to determine the allocation of funding for 2009/2010.
3. SALT BIN IN ASHDOWNE – Highways has yet to replace the salt bin in Ashdowne.

4. STREET LIGHT NO. 5 ON HACKFORTH ROAD OBSTRUCTED BY TREE – Hambleton District Council is due to extend the lighting column and prune the tree.

5. REMOVAL OF SILT IN BECK UPSTREAM OF THE BRIDGE – The Chairman approached Mr Pounder regarding clearing the silt in the beck adjacent to his field and the Batts.  It was agreed that Mr Pounder would allow the silt to be deposited and spread in his field and that the Parish Council would incorporate the cost into their bill.  Cliff Addison Drainage undertook this work on Thursday 05 March.

6. VILLAGE GREEN ROAD SURFACING – Biker Contracts has completed this work.  The County Committee advised it would not support the application for funding.
7. COST OF WALKS LEAFLETS – Hambleton District Council charges 6p+VAT to produce each leaflet.  This cost is therefore covered by the current retail value of 10p per leaflet.
8. WAYMARKING OF FOOTPATH FROM KIRKBRIDGE TO CRAKEHALL – The Countryside Ranger has removed the stile and replaced the waymarking.
9. CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2009 COMPETITION- The application forms are now available and an article was included in the February newsletter asking Parishioners if they would support the venture.
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 11: The Council should decide whether to enter the competition.
10. WILLOW TREE IN BECK – A number of trees have fallen into the beck and require some maintenance.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 8.

11. FELLING OF TREES ON LOWER BATTS – CW Johnson & Sons completed this work following the approval from Hambleton District Council.  Paul Kind will administer a treatment to kill the tree stumps.  

12. KIRKBRIDGE SIGN – Following advice from North Yorkshire County Council the Clerk has ordered a sign from Morelock Signs Ltd at a cost of £38.22 +VAT.
13. DROPPED KERB AT ASHDOWNE – Highways advised that the annual funding for dropped crossings for this year has already been allocated.  This crossing has been added to the waiting list.  
14. NO THROUGH ROAD SIGN – Highways advised that the 30mph speed repeater sign opposite 4 Ashdowne is part of the legal speed limit and is an integral part of ensuring the legality of the speed restriction for enforcement purposes.  For this reason it cannot be removed.  Hambleton District Council has incorporated a ‘No Through Road’ sticker onto the existing road name plate.
15. PINFOLD SIGN – The Chairman has erected a new sign on the A684.
16. MONITORING OF BATTS AND PINFOLD BY POLICE - The Police have confirmed that they are monitoring the area on a regular basis and are aware of the nuisance vehicle.
17. OVERGROWN IVY ON STREET LIGHT NO. 3 ON HACKFORTH ROAD* – Hambleton District Council has removed and cleared the ivy.
 APPENDIX A (Continued)
18. CLEARING ON LOWER BATTS* - Paul Kind has cut down the overgrowth on the lower Batts adjacent to Brookside and the Chairman and Stuart Shield have cleared the site.  Paul Kind will apply weed killer to this area.
*These issues occurred since the meeting on 22 January 2009.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	March 2009 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 15 January 2009 to 13 March 2009
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	4420.17
	
	
	3500.58
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HMRC VAT Refund
	51.63
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks Leaflets - Burtree Farm
	5.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Donation from Burtree Farm
	5.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges - Walker
	220.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	0.85
	
	

	
	
	281.63
	
	
	0.85
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	North Yorkshire County Council - (Footpath Diversion)
	229.99
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - (Clerk's Salary and Expenses)
	511.25
	
	
	
	
	

	P Kind - (Village Maintenance)
	100.00
	
	
	
	
	

	M Shield - (Cemetery)
	100.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Stuart Shield - (Village Maintenance) 
	259.40
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall Filling Station - (Fuel - Ride on Mower & Strimmer)
	76.35
	
	
	
	
	

	NFU Mutual - (Tractor Insurance)
	170.31
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1447.30
	
	
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	3254.50
	 
	 
	3501.43
	


	APPENDIX C


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	Position as at 13 March 2009
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	2008/2009
	
	2008/2009
	
	Projected 
	

	
	
	Budget  
	
	Cash Flow
	
	Outturn
	

	
	
	 
	
	to Date
	
	to March 2009
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	

	Precept
	
	7152
	
	7152
	
	7152
	

	Cash Not Spent Prior Year
	
	2328
	
	3594
	
	3594
	

	Cemetery Income
	
	
	
	905
	
	905
	

	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	
	353
	
	353
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	52
	
	52
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	9480
	
	12056
	 
	12056
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of Election
	
	300
	
	302
	
	302
	

	Salaries
	
	2000
	
	1365
	
	1842
	

	Miscellaneous Expenses - Admin
	
	100
	
	415
	
	450
	

	Village Maintenance and Cemetery Costs
	
	1100
	
	628
	
	700
	

	Playground Inspection
	
	210
	
	142
	
	142
	

	Fuel
	
	100
	
	56
	
	120
	

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	170
	
	170
	

	Insurance
	
	1200
	
	1086
	
	1086
	

	Subscriptions
	
	250
	
	0
	
	0
	

	Honorariums
	
	50
	
	212
	
	212
	

	Room Fees
	
	80
	
	0
	
	0
	

	Playground Repairs etc
	
	190
	
	44
	
	60
	

	Newsletter
	
	120
	
	0
	
	112
	

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	
	440
	
	715
	
	956
	

	Tree Maintenance
	
	420
	
	0
	
	350
	

	Road Repairs
	
	420
	
	0
	
	2086
	

	War Memorial
	
	420
	
	295
	
	295
	

	Repairs to Weir
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	

	Clearing of Beck
	
	280
	
	46
	
	877
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve for Emergency Works
	
	500
	
	0
	
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	8480
	
	5476
	
	9760
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent  
	
	1000
	 
	6580
	 
	2296
	








