CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 13 March 2008 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)





Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson 


        
Mr M Gill


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)

Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)


3 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
A Parishioner asked when the pothole at the junction of Ashdowne and Ashdowne Court would be repaired.  The Clerk stated that this pothole would be attended to by Highways at North Yorkshire County Council as part of a patching programme scheduled for the new financial year i.e. 01 April 2008.  Until such time the pothole would be monitored and kept in a safe condition. 
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the January meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Dent.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 17 January 2008 (see Appendix A).  Further information was given on the following items:

1. Item 1 – Youth Shelter on Batts:  Mr Brown of the Probation Service had notified the Clerk that the relocation of the youth shelter was scheduled for 25-27 April 2008 and that work would be carried out by a team of offenders.  Mr Brown proposed that an onsite meeting take place on 07 April 2008 at 12.00pm to confirm final arrangements.  Councillor Gill and Mr Neale volunteered to attend this meeting.   The Clerk will clarify the requirements of a JCB and inform Mr Brown that all necessary tree maintenance work has been completed.  Mr Neale offered the use of his handler to reposition the shelter if required.
2. Item 4 – Dropping of Kerb to Footpath on Bridge:  Highways have started this work.

3. Item 8 – Footpath from Old Chapel in Langthorne to Colin Browns:  Highways have completed the necessary maintenance.

4. Item 13 – Loose Stones on the Weir:  The Head of Leisure at Hambleton District Council had stated that there were no suitable leisure grants to assist with the maintenance work required.  The Clerk is investigating the possibility of obtaining a community grant or environment grant.



4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The following items required further discussion:
1. A letter had been received from the Chairman of the Samaritans of Northallerton & The Dales asking if the Council would provide some assistance in the form of either a monetary contribution, fund raising event or assistance at flag days.  The Council agreed that it was not able to support this request.

2. The Clerk asked the Council if they wished to renew their membership with the Wensleydale Railway Association Limited (WRA) at a cost of £60.  It was noted that the Council had been a member of the WRA for many years however the benefits of such were questioned as Crakehall station is now defunct.  After some discussion the Chairman asked the Clerk to write to the WRA advising that the Council would renew their membership for the year 2008 however would cease paying their subscriptions for subsequent years should there be no future plans for the train to stop at Crakehall.
3. The Clerk asked the Council if they wished to submit an entry for the Village Ventures 2008 competition, a competition that aims to recognise rural community projects.  The Council asked the Clerk to establish how many projects could be entered and proposed the newsletter, website and parish plan as potentials with priority being given to the website if only one project was allowed.
The Chairman asked the Council if the presentation and content of the correspondence list was acceptable.  Members felt this was of value and Councillor O’Neil suggested that as the list was rather long that the Chairman highlights items he considered to be of importance or of interest to the Councillors.  The Chairman agreed.  

5) FINANCE – RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER REPORT
The Responsible Finance Officer’s (RFO) reports had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.

1. The RFO presented the transactions from 15 January 2008 to 09 March 2008 (see Appendix B) and highlighted that £3000 had been transferred from the Current Account to the Savings Account as directed at the last meeting.

2. The RFO tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures for the year to 09 March 2008 (see Appendix C) and stated that as the financial year end was 31 March 2008 he suspected that these figures would remain relatively unchanged.
The RFO explained that the £412 deficit on fuel was due to an invoice received from Mr Lumley for the diesel purchased for the tractor over the past four years.  The Chairman announced that he had asked Mr Lumley to issue an invoice annually.  He also stated that as there was no fuel gauge on the red diesel tank he had asked if Mr Lumley would provide a five or ten gallon fuel drum to ensure that the fuel usage was more controllable and measurable to the benefit of both parties.  

6) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Hambleton District Council had received an application for the diversion of a public path at Little Crakehall on land behind Coronation Road.  The Council had no objections.

7) ALTERING KERB AT BUS STOPS
The Chairman reminded the Council that the Passenger Transport department at North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) had been asked to investigate the possibility of altering the kerbs at the bus stops in the village in order to assist those less able members of the community.  The Clerk reported that NYCC had inspected the sites and concluded that the location of the stops in Little Crakehall deemed them unsuitable for the provision of raised kerbs due to insufficient space and potential drainage problems.  They stated that the bus stops on the Village Green could accommodate raised kerbs but would require some alterations including reshaping of the Village Green for the stop heading towards Leyburn and a provision of a footway.  After some discussion the Council agreed that it would not be sensible to have a raised kerb without a footway and that the Council’s stance on maintaining the integrity of the Village Green by not supporting any additional hard surfacing remained unchanged.  The Council agreed that this should not be pursued further.

8) BUS SHELTER OUTSIDE BAY HORSE INN TRAVELLING TO LEYBURN
The Chairman announced that the Passenger Transport department at North Yorkshire County Council had responded to the request of a bus shelter at the stop on the Village Green travelling to Leyburn.  He stated that they could provide either a glass or wooden shelter, both of which had been used in conservation areas, but have requested a contribution from the Parish Council of £2500 towards the total cost of the wooden shelter.  Photographs of the proposed shelters were circulated to the Councillors.  The Council dismissed the glass shelter as unacceptable and agreed that such expenditure towards a wooden shelter could not be considered as it had not been budgeted for.  The Council agreed that this should not be pursued further.
9) REPAIR OF GRASS CUTTER
The Chairman wished to thank all Councillors for their response given prior to the Parish Council meeting to his request for authorisation for the grass cutter (Paddock Topper) repairs at Ivesons at an estimated cost of between £100 and £200.  He advised that the grass cutter was still in for repair.

Councillor Gill reported that the Village Green mower may need new blades at an approximate cost of £25.  This was approved by the Council.  Councillor Gill and Stuart Shield will carry out the repairs in the next few weeks.
The Chairman provided an update on the condition of the strimmers.  The old strimmer had been serviced last year and was kept by Phil Kelly in his garage.  The new strimmer, housed in the cemetery, had required some general maintenance.  He also asked if the old mower, stored in the cemetery, could be scrapped as it was very rusty and had been replaced some time ago.  Mr O’Neil stated that it had been kept in storage as Mr Kilding had suggested that it be sold at auction.  The Council agreed that it was not in a saleable condition and should be scrapped.
10) BASKETBALL SHAFT
The Chairman, Councillor Gill and David Woodward had made an assessment of the damaged basketball shaft.  The Chairman suggested that it would be sufficient to weld an additional piece onto the existing shaft and recommended that it be relocated as it was currently sited in the middle of the kickball area.  Councillor O’Neil highlighted further cost implications regarding additional grasscrete for the new location.  It was noted that grasscrete was not a necessity and that grass was a safe surface.  The general view was that the basketball shaft be relocated and the Council agreed that the repairs be undertaken by Ivesons.  
11) INSPECTION OF PLAY AREAS
The Chairman informed the Council that he had approached Mr Kind regarding the regular inspection of the play areas in the village as he had experience of playground inspections from a previous employment.  Mr Kind agreed to undertake the role and had already carried out an inspection making some minor remedial repairs.  The Chairman expressed his thanks to Mr Kind on behalf of the Council for his efforts and for the overhaul of the see-saw.  
12) ENVIRONMENT AGENCY – WEED SPRAYING
The Clerk informed the Council that permission should be obtained from the Environment Agency regarding spraying of the weeds in and around the beck.  A Parishioner stated that farmers were not allowed to spray within a certain distance of a watercourse and therefore questioned why the Council would be permitted.  Councillor Wilson responded that Roundup was allowable for this purpose.  The Council asked that the Clerk contact the Environment Agency requesting permission to spray the weeds and stating that the intention would be to use Roundup if approved.
13) MATTERS OF URGENCY
The Chairman reported that there were no matters of urgency.

14) CONFIDENTIAL HONORARIUM – CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION
This issue was discussed in the private sector of the meeting.  The Chairman recommended that the Council be made aware of the layout of the cemetery as it required some interpretation.  It was agreed that this was necessary in the event of those person(s) who were familiar with the plans being unavailable to assist with plot allocation/identification.
15) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 15 May 2008 – Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm followed by Annual Parish Council Meeting.
16) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman reiterated that this section of the meeting was for information purposes only and as such no decisions could be taken.
1. Councillor O’Neil advised the Council that she and Mr O’Neil would be moving to Bedale in April 2008.  She asked the Council and Parishioners to consider if it was appropriate for her to remain as councillor for Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council and advised that legislation states that a person is eligible to be a councillor if they reside within three miles of the parish as the crow flies.  All members agreed that Councillor O’Neil should remain a councillor.  Councillor O’Neil requested that Councillor Dent also be consulted.  The Chairman asked if she would be willing to continue with the Parish Council Newsletter.  Councillor O’Neil agreed.

2. A Parishioner enquired as to when the grass verges along Coronation Road would be replaced with footpaths as he had concerns about the state of the grass caused by inconsiderate parking.  This issue had been addressed in the Parish Clerk Report item 9 and was being pursued by the Clerk.  
APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT – 13 MARCH 2008

1. YOUTH SHELTER ON BATTS - PC Fleming has requested prospective dates and costs from the Probation Service for relocation of this shelter.

2. FOOTPATH TO NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS -The Countryside Ranger (CR) has waymarked the Crakehall end and is in negotiations with other landowners towards Newton-le-Willows.  No further update.

3. BLIND LANE - Highways at North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) have contacted John G Hills Chartered Surveyors, the land agents acting on behalf of Clifton Estates, regarding the management of the field adjoining the trees and hedges in question.  Awaiting confirmation on who is responsible for the maintenance of the trees and hedge.

4. DROPPING OF KERB TO FOOTPATH ON BRIDGE – Highways at NYCC have been informed of the Council’s decision.  Awaiting confirmation on date of commencement.

5. ALTERING KERB AT BUS STOPS - The Passenger Transport department at NYCC have investigated the possibility of providing raised kerbs at the bus stops.  They have concluded that the stops in Little Crakehall are not suitable for the provision of raised kerbs.  The bus stops at the Village Green in Crakehall would require some alterations to accommodate such kerbs
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 7:  The Council should discuss the proposal and provide comments.
6. RETAINING WALL ON CORNER OF ST EDMUNDS HOUSE - This has been restored.
7. SIZE OF DROP FROM STILE ON A684 - The landowner has agreed to the proposed additional step at the field side of the stile (to make it a 3 step).  The Countryside Ranger will contact the Highways Area Office in Richmond to determine if the roadside verge at this location can be improved.  No further update.

8. FOOTPATH FROM OLD CHAPEL IN LANGTHORNE TO COLIN BROWNS – Highways at NYCC issued a letter on 07 November to the owners asking that they carry out the maintenance work to the wall.  They have had no response or action from the owners and have therefore instructed the local inspector to carry out the necessary maintenance and recharge the land owner.

9. FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE - NYCC have stated that this scheme did not attract any funds for 2008/2009.  It remains on the reserve list.  The Clerk is to enquire as to how the assessment is performed.

10. WAR MEMORIAL - The stonemason is waiting to go into hospital.  He will contact us when he has recovered from his operation.
11. SEE-SAW - Mr Kind has completed the work to the see-saw.
12. BRANCH OF WILLOW TREE IN BECK -The Chairman and Clerk met on site with the Project Manager of Highways NYCC on 29 January 2008.  Highways reiterated that the tree is not within the public maintainable highway and is not their responsibility.  The Environment Agency had stated that they were not responsible and the Land Registry had confirmed that it is not registered.  We have questioned riparian ownership again with Highways who are currently discussing this with their legal department.
13. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – The ownership of the weir remains unknown.  The Land Registry confirmed that it is not registered.  The Environment Agency and Internal Drainage Board stated that they are not responsible, as did the owners of the Watermill.  Also contacted the local historian Ian Hancock and the land agents of Clifton Estates, John G Hills Chartered Surveyors.  They informed us that Clifton Estates own the fishing in the beck at Crakehall but do not own the beck or weir.  The Clerk will contact Hambleton District Council regarding the possibility of obtaining a grant for the maintenance work required.

APPENDIX A (Continued)
14. DISINTEGRATION OF PAVEMENT OUTSIDE WINTON HOUSE ON CORNER OF HACKFORTH ROAD AND CORONATION ROAD - Highways at NYCC have advised that the local inspector will check the footpath and initiate any repairs to make it safe.  It will then be routinely monitored and kept in a safe condition.
15. BUS SHELTER OUTSIDE BAY HORSE INN TRAVELLING TO LEYBURN – The Passenger Transport department at NYCC has been contacted to ask if they can provide a bus shelter that would conform to the requirements of a conservation area.  They have stated that they can provide either a glass or wooden shelter but would request a contribution from the Parish Council of £2500 towards the total cost of a wooden shelter.  Photographs of the proposed shelters and details of the total cost have been obtained.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 8:  The Council should discuss whether to make a contribution towards a wooden shelter.

16. DRAINAGE PROBLEM IN GULLY OUTSIDE LONGARTH, HACKFORTH ROAD - The Clerk will assess the road during heavy periods of rain and report to Highways at NYCC.
17. ROAD SURFACE LEADING INTO ASHDOWNE OFF HACKFORTH ROAD - The pothole has been patched by the highways inspector.  
18. ROAD SURFACE NEAR NOTICE BOARD ON STATION ROAD - Highways at NYCC have advised that this pothole will be patched as part of a patching programme to be carried out later in the year.
19. SLATES ON ROOF OF CHAPEL OF REST - These have been repaired.
20. FLOODING OF ROAD TO LANGTHORNE FROM KIRKBRIDGE - The local highways inspector will check the road during heavy periods of rain and issue a works order if any routine maintenance can be carried out to alleviate the flooding.  Highways at NYCC have stated that there are a number of outstanding flooding issues within the Bedale area that require more detailed design.  All will be prioritised and carried out (resources and funding allowing) in the new financial year (commencing 01 April 2008).
21. LEGALITIES OF ACCESS ACROSS VILLAGE GREENS – The Clerk has received the requested information from the Yorkshire Local Councils Association.  From this information we have acted appropriately.  Full details can be found in the Correspondence Folder.
22. DAMAGED ROAD SIGN AT CROSSROADS OF STATION ROAD* - Highways at NYCC were informed and it has been repaired.
23. REPAIR OF GRASS CUTTER* - The Chairman requested authority from all Councillors to have the old grass cutter (Paddock Topper) repaired by Ivesons at an estimated cost of between £100 and £200 in readiness for the commencement of grass cutting.  This expenditure was approved by all Councillors.  Maintenance of the Village Green mower was to be undertaken by Councillor Gill.
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 9:  The Council should discuss.

24. TREE MAINTENANCE* - The tree surgery work around the village has been completed by the Chairman, Stuart Shield and David Woodward including the necessary work to the sycamore tree near the Bay Horse Inn following verbal authorisation from Hambleton District Council.

25. BASKETBALL SHAFT* - The Chairman has made an assessment and will report to the meeting.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 10.
26. DAMAGED PINFOLD SIGN* - The Chairman has repaired the sign and it will shortly be reinstated at the Pinfold.

27. FOOTPATH SIGN IN KIRKBRIDGE* - The Chairman has informed the Countryside Ranger of the footpath sign that has fallen down leaving Kirkbridge past the farm buildings.  

*These issues occurred since the meeting on 17 January 2008.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	March 2008 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 15th January to 9th March 2008
	
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	4513.03
	
	
	440.54
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brambledown Estates
	25
	35.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burial  - Mr John Adamson
	27
	110.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserved plot Mrs M Adamson
	28
	110.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burial - Mrs A Wessels
	29
	110.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	VAT refund
	26
	80.93
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	interest
	
	
	
	
	9.37
	
	
	
	
	

	transfer
	
	
	
	
	3000.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	446.18
	
	
	3009.37
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - expenses
	26
	47.84
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Allianz Ins
	27
	233.36
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DG Woodward
	28
	20.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D Lumley
	29
	420.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S Shield
	30
	53.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Web Site Group
	31
	10.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DG Woodward
	32
	36.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind
	33
	273.94
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D O'Neil
	33
	180.22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transfer
	
	3000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	4274.86
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	684.35
	
	
	3449.91
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	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	Position as at March 9th 2008

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	2007/8
	
	
	2007/8
	
	

	
	
	Budget
	
	
	cash flow
	
	Variance

	
	
	
	
	
	to date
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	March
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	
	£
	
	£

	Precept
	
	6,500
	
	
	6,500
	
	0

	Increase in Precept
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash not spent prior year
	
	817
	
	
	817
	
	0

	Cemetery income
	
	
	
	
	1,190
	
	(1,190)

	Tractor hire
	
	
	
	
	50
	
	(50)

	Contribution for tree works from Church
	
	
	
	
	30
	
	(30)

	Misc income
	
	
	
	
	30
	
	(30)

	interest
	
	
	
	
	17
	
	(17)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	
	8,634
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of election
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Salaries
	
	1,900
	
	
	1,883
	
	17

	Misc exp Admin
	
	75
	
	
	115
	
	(40)

	Village maint and Cemetery costs
	
	1,040
	
	
	787
	
	253

	Playground Inspection
	
	200
	
	
	180
	
	20

	Fuel
	
	50
	
	
	462
	
	(412)

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	
	170
	
	130

	Insurance
	
	1,200
	
	
	1,115
	
	85

	Subscriptions
	
	230
	
	
	185
	
	45

	Christmas thank you gifts to parishioners
	
	150
	
	
	25
	
	125

	Room Fees
	
	75
	
	
	0
	
	75

	Playground repairs etc.
	
	100
	
	
	211
	
	(111)

	Newsletter
	
	100
	
	
	0
	
	100

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	
	400
	
	
	487
	
	(87)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tree maint
	
	400
	
	
	0
	
	400

	Road repairs
	
	400
	
	
	0
	
	400

	War Memorial
	
	400
	
	
	0
	
	400

	Reserve for Emergency works
	
	500
	
	
	0
	
	500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	7,520
	
	
	5,620
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








