CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th March 2003 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   

Mr J Wilson (Chairman)             Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)



Mr S Irwin


Mr J Walker 

Mr D Smith (District Councillor at 7.50pm)

Mrs K O'Neil (Parish Clerk) 


1 Parishioner

The Chairman requested two additional items to be added to the agenda: Council Elections and New Road Signs.

 LISTNUM   APOLOGIES:  Mr C Dent (family commitments), Mr H Lillystone (holiday)
 LISTNUM   MINUTES:

Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

 LISTNUM   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

8.
The Clerk reported that no parishioners had attended the meeting arranged to discuss the proposed playground, despite the meeting being publicised in the newsletter. She had asked the Secretary of the Friends of Crakehall School if he would contact the parents, to see what alternative arrangements could be made, if any.

4)    CORRESPONDENCE:

Letters had been received from the following:

i. The Countryside Agency requesting comments on the draft maps of common land and open country in respect of rights of way.

ii. Bedale C.I.P. Steering Group -  minutes of the latest meeting with reference to other Village Plans and common issues.

iii. Hambleton District Council concerning: 

a) nominees for the position of Parish Council Representative on the Standards Committee. Since none of the nominees were known to the Councillors, it was agreed that they would not be voting. 

b) notification that the plans for alterations and extension to Meadowcroft, Station Road, Crakehall had been approved.

c) notification that the plans for the construction of a poultry unit at High Mill Farm, Little Crakehall had been approved.  

iv. Notification from Newton–le-Willows Parish Council of the fact that it would not be undertaking a Transport Needs Survey. Councillors agreed that this should now be undertaken in the Parish, since it was a point of action in the Village Plan.

v. From Mr Woodford of N. Y. C. C. Highways Department confirming that he would be in contact regarding the road surface in Blind Lane. It was pointed out to the Council, that there may well be issues of tarmacing in a Conservation Area, which would need to be addressed and the Clerk would look into the matter. 

vi. From the Society of Local Council Clerks a questionnaire to be completed by the Clerk on her conditions of employment, as well as details of membership of the society and training. The Council agreed to support the Clerk should she decide to undertake further training.

vii. From Geoff Broom Associates - notification that the Clerk would be contacted by telephone and asked for feedback regarding the production of the Village Plan. This was on behalf of the Countryside Agency and had already taken place.

5)   FINANCE:

a)       Approval was given to the following payments:

Hambleton District Council (Printing of Newsletter)

£13.16

Yorkshire Rural Community Council subscription                        £25.00

K O’Neil (Salary & Expenses)



            £319.53

A  decision on payment for delivery of newsletters was deferred.

Two volunteers had so far come forward for future deliveries, Mrs Hepworth and Mr Everett. The Chairman expressed his thanks to them.

b)
Financial Risk Assessment Councillors had reviewed the information concerning this and Councillor Irwin agreed to co-ordinate their comments and produce a draft document to be distributed before the next meeting.

6)  PLANNING:
Approval was given to the proposal for the construction of a domestic garage and store with oil tank at Town End Farm, Langthorne. 

Councillors were not satisfied that the revised plans for the construction of bungalow and garage at Hillcrest, Little Crakehall, included adequate vehicular turning space. The parking situation at the nearby junction is already hazardous and this could make the situation even worse.

Councillors did not give their approval to the siting of two log cabins at Crakehall Water Mill as they felt that the plans contravened many of the policies of the Hambleton District Plan. It was also unclear as to where the cabins would be in relation to the Caravan Site.

7)  PARISH HEALTH  AND SAFETY POLICY. 


Councillor Walker had undertaken considerable work on this and raised various points for discussion by the Council.  He agreed to produce a draft document, which would be given to Councillors before the next meeting, at which the policy would be finalised.     

8)  VILLAGE PLAN – UPDATE: 


The Clerk reported that she had attended the workshops arranged by the Countryside Agency, which sought to give advice on involving young people in villages, as well as on transport issues.

             The meeting intended for the young people of the Parish was to be held on Thursday 27th March at 8pm in the Village Hall.

9)  YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER COUNTY TRAINING PARTNERSHIP:

             This item had already been discussed earlier in the meeting under correspondence.

10)  LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS:    

Nomination forms were now available for Councillors wishing to seek re-election. The Council was not aware of any other interested parishioners. The deadline for the return of forms is Tuesday 1st April.

11) NEW ROAD SIGNS:

     The Clerk informed the Council that she had met with a representative of N.Y.C.C. Highways      Department, with regard to the siting of new signs for the main junction in  Crakehall. Since the signs were larger that the existing ones it was necessary to seek Councillors’ opinions before they were erected. Councillors were very dismayed at the suggestion that the old signs were to be replaced by more obtrusive ones and agreed that they did not want the new ones.

     It was agreed that a sign to Kirkbridge was necessary and that signs denoting the boundaries of Kirkbridge could be purchased. The Clerk would confer with Mr Woodford over this. An additional sign in Hackforth would be needed too.

12) ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

    Councillor Walker reported on the repairs to be carried out on the War Memorial. These would                    necessitate the additional name to be engraved either in the plinth or on a different side. Councillors were undecided on this issue and would review the matter. The Clerk would liaise with Mr Morris regarding the name and initials.


Councillors agreed that there would be no charge made for the engraving of an additional name on headstones in the cemetery.


Mr Smith (District Councillor) reported that the positions for the new signs for street name clarification in Little Crakehall had been marked and would be erected soon.


13) DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 17th April 2003 at 7.30pm 







