CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17 July 2008 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mr D Thompson






Mr J Wilson


Mr C Dent

Mr M Gill


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


PC Julian Sutcliffe

2 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner reported that the yellow salt bin situated at the corner of Ashdowne was damaged and as a result the salt was unusable.  The Clerk was asked to inform Highways.
2. Mr Neale asked if the gate that he supplied to replace the stile at the Watermill could be returned as it had not been required.  The Chairman suggested that Mr Neale speak directly with Lionel Green of the Watermill.
The Chairman advised that the ‘Any Other Business’ section of the meeting was for information only and for issues Councillors wished to add as an agenda item for the following meeting.  The Chairman stated that he would also allow the public to speak again during this section to allow them to raise issues they forgot to make at the start of the meeting.
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the May meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor O’Neil.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 15 May 2008 (see Appendix A).  Further information was given on the following items: 
1. Item 3 – Blind Lane:  Highways have advised that they have received confirmation from John G Hills Chartered Surveyors that Mr Walker is responsible for the maintenance of the trees and hedges.  Due to Mr Walker’s ill health it has been agreed that future maintenance will be carried out by his son Mr Stephen Walker.  Highways have contacted Stephen Walker to request the hedge is cut back.

2. Item 8 – Loose Stones on the Weir:  Coxon Brothers have provided a detailed estimate to carry out repairs to the weir, totalling £16950.00 excluding VAT.  The Chairman emphasised that grant assistance could not be obtained without establishing ownership of the weir and asked the Council to consider whether they would be willing to assume ownership.  After discussions concerning the long term liabilities the Council concluded that the issue of ownership should be pursued with the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations and that the legal implications in assuming ownership should be determined.
3. Item 16 – Speed Matrix Boards:  PC Julian Sutcliffe informed the Council that the results from the speed matrix boards positioned in Crakehall on Monday 30 June 2008 highlighted a problem with motorists exceeding the speed limit in the village.  He advised that the information collated would be passed to Highways at North Yorkshire County Council to provide evidence for possible traffic calming measures and to the Police Road Patrol Group to carry out further speed checks.  PC Sutcliffe advised that he had carried out speed checks in Crakehall on 17 July 2008 and had caught a number of speeding offenders.

PC Sutcliffe went on to provide a crime update for the area.  He asked people to be vigilant about oil and fuel theft and recommended that people checked the security of their gardens and fuel tanks.  He suggested that they considered purchasing a locking or alarmed cap and also spoke of a motion sensor light with an inbuilt camera.  He also reported that catalytic converters were being targeted from vehicles and sold as scrap. 
4. Item 18 – Damaged Road Sign at Crossroads of Station Road:  Highways have removed the damaged sign and will replace it with a new one.
4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Clerk informed the Council that a letter had been received from Mr Morris of The Old Chapel requesting that two large pot holes located near his property be repaired.  The Clerk was asked to contact Highways. 
5) FINANCE REPORTS
1. The Clerk presented the transactions from 01 April 2008 to 14 July 2008 (see Appendix B) and highlighted a necessary correction for the YLCA payment listed in the 2007/2008 accounts. 
2. The Clerk tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures as at 14 July 2008 (see Appendix C).

3. Councillor Gill informed the Council that he had purchased a 25 litre container to be used for filling the fuel drum.  A cheque was issued for this invoice.

6) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr Sizer had applied for listed building consent to make internal and external alterations to Crakehall House.  The Council discussed the proposed alterations and concluded that they had no objections to this application.
The Chairman informed the Council that he had met with Mr Sizer, in his capacity as District Councillor, and that Mr Sizer had enquired about constructing a footway from their drive across the Village Green to the main entrance of the house.  The Chairman explained that the Council wished to maintain the integrity of the Village Green and would therefore not permit any hard surfacing but would consider Grasscrete should this be necessary.  
The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Sizer to request that, if and when works commence on the house, vehicles are not parked on the Village Green as this is not accepted by the Council.
7) FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE
Having been advised by the Highways Improvement Manager Jayne Charlton that the Council could not influence the outcome of the scoring for this scheme (see Appendix A – Item 5) the Chairman met with Ms Charlton and asked whether a financial contribution from the Council towards the footway opposite the Village Hall would raise the priority.  Ms Charlton suggested that it could make a difference.  The Council asked the Clerk to contact Ms Charlton stating that they were prepared in principle to offer some financial assistance subject to negotiations with Highways.
8) GRANT SCHEME GROWS
The Chairman asked the Council if, following the discussion of the Grant Scheme Grows at the last meeting, they had any suggestions for areas that would benefit from planting new trees or hedgerows.  Members felt that at present there were no requirements for any additional trees or hedgerows.
9) DISREPAIR OF ROAD IN KIRKBRIDGE OPPOSITE OLD BUILDINGS
The Clerk was asked to contact Highways regarding the overgrown weeds opposite the old buildings in Kirkbridge as these were obscuring the visibility of the beck from the road and therefore considered to be a hazard for motorists. 
10) YORKSHIRE WATER HEDGE REINSTATEMENT
The Clerk informed the Council that Councillor O’Neil had reported that the hedge is growing.
11) REPAIRS TO HEADSTONES IN GRAVEYARD
The Chairman reported that approximately fifteen headstones in the cemetery required reinstating and that as the Council was responsible for the cemetery he had approached Mr Woodward to discuss the cost of repair.  Mr Woodward had offered a very reasonable quote of £250 subject to the Chairman being able to work with him for a day.  Members agreed that this quote should be accepted and the work undertaken.

The Chairman asked if the edgings around the graves could be removed to allow easier grass maintenance.  Councillor Wilson stated that he had approached the families concerned some years ago and edgings were removed from those graves whose relatives had given permission.  The Clerk was asked to contact other cemeteries to establish the legal position of removing such edgings. 
12) POSTBOX IN LANGTHORNE
It had been reported that the colour of the postbox in Langthorne had faded to a distinctive pink.  Councillor Thompson confirmed that it was in fact the telephone box.  The Chairman advised that if BT were contacted to request that it be painted back to its original colour they could potentially decide to remove it completely as it was rarely used.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should contact BT.
13) WICKSTEED PLAYGROUND INSPECTION
The Clerk informed the Council that quotes had been obtained from RoSPA and Wicksteed regarding the cost of the annual playground inspection for the three play areas in Crakehall.  RoSPA quoted for three sites at a cost of £195 for the first site and £60 for each additional site but stated that if the inspection could be combined with another Council’s inspection they would reduce the cost to £60 per play area.  Wicksteed advised that they would only charge for two sites as the play areas were considered to be within close proximity to each other and quoted £71 per site for an inspection and risk assessment.  As Wicksteed had provided the cheaper quote they were asked to inspect the play areas and this was carried out on 08 July 2008.  
The Clerk stated that the Wicksteed report had listed a few minor issues but had highlighted the missing section of fence in front of the seat at the play area on the Batts as being of medium high risk as it allowed ‘unsupervised egress via a steep slope towards an unguarded river below’.  They advised that a fence be erected with uprights to prevent climbing.  The Clerk quoted the conditions set by the Council’s insurance policy regarding acting on any recommendations of the inspection and stated that it was a requirement that any remedial action was carried out within a specific timescale determined by the assessed risk priority in the report.  After some discussion the Council agreed to erect a low fence.
The Chairman explained that the relocation of the basketball shaft had been delayed as it had been necessary to establish whether the proposed new location would be considered another play area and would therefore incur an additional cost for the annual inspection.  Both RoSPA and Wicksteed confirmed that as there would only be a basketball in this area it would not be viewed as an additional site.  The Chairman asked Mr Neale if he would convey the thanks of the Council to the Village Hall Management Committee for allowing the basketball to be relocated to the grounds of the Village Hall and advised that it would be erected by himself and Mr Woodward. 
14) CLERK’S REMUNERATION
The Chairman reported that the Clerk’s salary had increased by one spinal column point as from 01 April 2008. 
15) PAYMENT FOR GENERAL MAINTENANCE IN VILLAGE
The Chairman stated how fortunate the Council was to have many volunteers who helped in the village.  However he was concerned that certain members of the community were being asked to help more frequently because they had the skills necessary for particular jobs.  The Chairman asked the Council to consider payments of a nominal amount, possibly commensurate with the Clerk’s salary, for such work.  The Council agreed with this principle but wished to emphasise the value of the contribution made by everyone who carried out voluntary work.
16) NOTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Clerk distributed the notes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15 May 2008 to all Councillors (see Appendix D).  All outstanding issues were discussed:
1. Derelict Area by Bridge:  The Council agreed that this should be left as a wild area as it was a habitat for wildlife.  However the height of the trees was a concern and as some of these were self sown it was agreed that these should be cut back.  Councillor Gill agreed to undertake this work.
2. Bus Shelter:  Councillor Dent was asked to discuss the shelter in Little Crakehall with Mr Powrey.

3. Footpath on A684:  Councillor Wilson reported that the bar was in place.

4. Notice Board – The Green:  The Clerk was asked to enquire about the cost of a new notice board.

5. Mobile Post Office:  The Clerk was asked to contact the Post Office regarding the possibility of opening in the afternoon and to address the complaint about the slope. 
17) MATTERS OF URGENCY
The Chairman reported that there were no matters of urgency.
18) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 18 September 2008.
19) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
No issues were raised.
APPENDIX A

PARISH CLERK REPORT – 17 JULY 2008

1. YOUTH SHELTER ON BATTS – Paul Kind has lined the roof with additional ply.  The stain has yet to be applied.
2. FOOTPATH TO NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS – The Countryside Ranger has advised that this is still outstanding due to his severe workload.  This will be completed at his earliest convenience.

3. BLIND LANE - Still awaiting confirmation from Highways at NYCC on who is responsible for the maintenance of the trees and hedge.
4. SIZE OF DROP FROM STILE ON A684 - The Countryside Ranger has advised that this is still outstanding due to his severe workload.  This will be completed at his earliest convenience.

5. FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE – The Highways Improvement Manager Jayne Charlton was invited to attend an onsite meeting to discuss this issue further.  Ms Charlton declined as she felt it would not be of benefit as the objective based scoring system is used to assess all schemes put forward for capital funding and a meeting would not change the result. 

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 7:
The Council should discuss how to proceed.

6. WAR MEMORIAL - The stonemason has advised that he will commence work in the next few weeks.
7. BRANCH OF WILLOW TREE IN BECK – A volunteer will remove the branch.

8. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – Coxon Brothers have assessed the weir and will provide an estimate for the cost of repair.  The Clerk has contacted the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations to ask for assistance in establishing ownership of the weir and advice in determining if it is possible that the Parish Council could take ownership.  The enquiry has been forwarded to the solicitor at the National Association of Local Councils.  The grant application will be pursued subsequently.

9. BASKETBALL SHAFT – The Village Hall Management Committee has agreed that the basketball shaft can be relocated to the grass area at the rear of the Village Hall.  This has been delayed due to issues with the playground inspection. 
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 13:
The Chairman will discuss further.

10. DAMAGED PINFOLD SIGN – Awaiting advice from Mrs Kelly on where in the Pinfold the repaired sign should be located.

11. DAMAGED POST ON VILLAGE GREEN - The Chairman has possession of the replacement post and is monitoring the Village Green for further damage before reinstating the post.

12. WI SEAT - The seat is back in situ.

13. SPRAYING OF REEDS IN CRAKEHALL BECK – The Environment Agency was contacted requesting confirmation on the recommended treatment date of the reeds.  They advised that more effective control can be achieved by applying the herbicide when the reeds are young and tender ideally in May or June.  Mr Kind has applied the first treatment and is due to carry out a second application.

14. FOOTWAY FROM CRAKEHALL TO BEDALE – Highways at NYCC have advised that they will ensure that the footway is inspected and kept in a safe condition.  They have requested funding for this footway and it will be prioritised against other footways in the county requiring funding.

15. BARRIER FENCE ALONG CRAKEHALL BECK – Highways at NYCC have stated that they are not responsible for this fence.  The Clerk has queried their reply and is awaiting a response. 
16. SPEED MATRIX BOARDS – The speed matrix boards were placed in the village on the afternoon and evening of Monday 30 June 2008.  The Police have confirmed that the results indicate a problem and that it will be highlighted to the Road Patrol Group.
APPENDIX A (Continued)

17. IMPASSABLE BRIDLEWAYS AND FOOTPATHS* - The Countryside Ranger at NYCC has advised that a contractor has been tasked with vegetation clearance in the parish and that the bridleways and footpaths should be cleared imminently.
18. DAMAGED ROAD SIGN AT CROSSROADS OF STATION ROAD* - Highways at NYCC have been informed.

19. COMMEMORATION SEAT FROM MRS POCKLINGTON* - This is now in position on the Village Green.
20. COST OF CLERK’S WORKING WITH YOUR COUNCIL COURSE* - The Yorkshire & The Humber Regional Training Partnership has reduced the cost of the course from £147.50 to £127.50.  The Clerk has informed the National Association of Local Councils and they have stated that a repayment of the bursary overpayment resulting from this change is not necessary. 

21. VILLAGE VENTURES 2008 COMPETITION* - All three projects submitted for this competition namely the parish plan, website and newsletter have been short listed to be judged for the award.  The Chairman, Councillor O’Neil and the Clerk met with the judges on 01 July 2008 to discuss each project.  Awaiting the result.

*These issues occurred since the meeting on 15 May 2008.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	July 2008 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 01 April 2008 to 14 July 2008
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	144.30
	
	
	3449.91
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	VAT Refund
	220.69
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	3576.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NALC Bursary
	110.63
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks Leaflets
	0.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges - J H Pounder
	110.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Walks Leaflets - (Garage)
	10.00
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	19.13
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	4027.82
	
	
	19.13
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ivan Knight - (Paddock Topper)
	130.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G Pocklington - (House and Home - Paint)
	19.99
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	J Cape - (Internal Audit)
	50.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Allianz Insurance plc - (Public Liability etc)
	915.70
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D Smith - (House and Home - Paint)
	27.85
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hambleton DC - (Election)
	302.33
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stuart Shield (Village Maintenance)
	264.96
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D Smith - (House and Home - Paint)
	12.87
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D G Woodward - (Concrete Bench)
	20.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	M.A. & J. Fall - (Plywood)
	35.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - (B&Q - Sealant & Dales Sports - Net)
	12.47
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	YHRTP - (Clerk's Course)
	147.50
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Simon Winstanley Ltd - (Strimmer Cord)
	15.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	P Kind - (Farmway - Roundup)
	53.69
	 
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	M Smith - (Tractor Wheels)
	16.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - (Clerk's Salary)
	343.80
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D O'Neil - (RFO Salary & Expenses)
	125.90
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	YLCA - (Error 07/08 Accounts)
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SLCC - (CiLCA Registration)
	70.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	YHRTP - (Clerk's Course - Cheque Returned) 
	-147.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E.W. Allen - (Blades)
	53.99
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	2469.80
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	1702.32
	 
	 
	3469.04
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	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	Position as at 14 July 2008
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	2008/2009
	
	2008/2009
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Budget  
	
	Cash Flow
	
	Variance
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	to Date
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	7152
	
	3576
	
	3576
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent Prior Year
	
	2328
	
	2328
	
	0
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Income
	
	
	
	110
	
	-110
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	
	121
	
	-121
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	19
	
	-19
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	
	9480
	
	6154
	 
	3326
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Cost of Election
	
	300
	
	302
	
	-2
	
	
	
	

	Salaries
	
	2000
	
	455
	
	1545
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Expenses - Admin
	
	100
	
	85
	
	15
	
	
	
	

	Village Maintenance and Cemetery Costs
	
	1100
	
	265
	
	835
	
	
	
	

	Playground Inspection
	
	210
	
	0
	
	210
	
	
	
	

	Fuel
	
	100
	
	0
	
	100
	
	
	
	

	Audit Fees
	
	300
	
	50
	
	250
	
	
	
	

	Insurance
	
	1200
	
	916
	
	284
	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	
	250
	
	0
	
	250
	
	
	
	

	Christmas Thank You Gifts to Parishioners
	
	50
	
	0
	
	50
	
	
	
	

	Room Fees
	
	80
	
	0
	
	80
	
	
	
	

	Playground Repairs etc
	
	190
	
	42
	
	148
	
	
	
	

	Newsletter
	
	120
	
	0
	
	120
	
	
	
	

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	
	440
	
	278
	
	162
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	
	
	
	

	Tree Maintenance
	
	420
	
	0
	
	420
	
	
	
	

	Road Repairs
	
	420
	
	0
	
	420
	
	
	
	

	War Memorial
	
	420
	
	0
	
	420
	
	
	
	

	Repairs to Weir
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	
	
	

	Clearing of Beck
	
	280
	
	46
	
	234
	
	
	
	

	Footpath & Bridleway Maintenance
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Reserve for Emergency Works
	
	500
	
	0
	
	500
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	
	8480
	
	2438
	
	6042
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX D
CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 15 May 2008 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)






Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson 


        
Mr M Gill


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)

Mr C Dent


Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)

PC Lee Featherstone

5 Parishioners 
The Chairman invited all present to raise any matters of concern within the Parish.  He stated that any issues discussed would be noted and considered by the Parish Council at their next meeting in July 2008 and that no decision could be taken at this Annual Parish Meeting.

1) DERELICT AREA BY BRIDGE
Mr Langford stated that the triangular piece of land between Brookside and the bridge was unkempt and in need of some attention.
2) FOOTPATH
Mr Langford reported that the footpath from Newton Road to Bill Pounder’s field crossed a railway and that he was concerned about the size of the gap between the rungs on the railway ladder.  The Chairman stated that it was the responsibility of the Railway.  It was noted that Ellen Shepherd, the previous footpath officer, had requested the Railway to provide an additional step.

3) BUS SHELTER
Mr Lillystone reported that the bus shelter in Crakehall had not been cleaned.

4) FOOTPATH ON A684

Mr Langford reported that the footpath that traversed the concrete bridge from the A684 had a metal bar missing on the Primrose Hill side.  This bar was necessary to prevent livestock wandering.
5) NOTICE BOARD - THE GREEN
Mrs Steer reported that the notice board in Crakehall was very awkward to use as the door opened upwards and not outwards.

6) MOBILE POST OFFICE
Mrs Steer asked whether the opening times of the mobile post office could be changed.  The current opening hours are all morning sessions and she felt it would be advantageous to have an afternoon session.  Mrs Steer also highlighted that the slope into the mobile post office was rather steep.  

The meeting closed at 7.07pm but was reopened at 7.25pm to allow Mrs Steer to speak.






