CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19 July 2007 in the Village Hall 

Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mr J Wilson





Mr M Gill


Mr C Dent

        
Mr D Thompson

Mrs A Kind (Acting Parish Clerk)   
 
4 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. The Chairman introduced Mrs A Kind who had agreed to take the minutes for this meeting, and that Mrs A Kind would take over the responsibility of Parish Clerk effective as from 01 September 2007. He announced that the current Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer role would be divided and that the current Parish Clerk, Mr D O’Neil would retain the responsibility of Responsible Finance Officer.  A job description had been created for each role and the hours spent on each function would be monitored for the first three months.  Currently the Council allocate 4hrs per week for the job of Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer and it is not anticipated this will need to increase in total.  
2. A Parishioner requested an update on the stile by the Watermill.  The Chairman stated that a meeting was scheduled for 20 July 2007 with the Countryside Ranger of North Yorkshire County Council and that the gate would be available on that date.

3. A Parishioner raised the question of ownership of the piece of land between Brookside and the bridge on the site of St Edmund’s well.  He considered the state of this land to be unkempt and in need of some maintenance.  After some discussion the council agreed that this land should be left in its’ natural state, but agreed that if the visibility of the road was impaired by the tree growing on this land then the tree would be attended to. 
4. A Parishioner wanted confirmation on the agreement of the grass cutting.  He also stated that he had received a complaint regarding the length of the grass in the cemetery.  Additionally he said that the grass in the play area at the Village Hall required cutting and it was agreed that this should be done regularly.  The Parishioner also stated that the outside of the big hedge around the Village Hall play area was due to be cut with the tractor but that the inside of this hedge was not accessible to the tractor and would therefore require some manual work.
5. It was reported that some overhanging branches along Blind Lane had been cut down by some authorised person(s), however the branches had not been cleared away.  This was discussed in section 3.2.

6. It was reported that there was a large pothole near the notice board in Great Crakehall.

1) APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Vice-Chairman Mrs K O’Neil and Parish Clerk Mr D O’Neil (Holiday).
2) MINUTES
Minutes of the May meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
1.
The Parish Council appointments had been announced in the Pre Meeting Items.

2.
Highways Issues:-

2.1. The Chairman had contacted the Highways Authority regarding the cutting of the overhanging branches along Blind Lane.  As a result the Highways Authority commenced work and started cutting the hedge of the adjoining landowner at the top end of the lane.  A Landowner objected to this hedge being cut and consequently the work stopped.  The Chairman stated that as this was a Green Lane the Highways Authority was responsible for keeping it clear and therefore would be requested to return to complete the work.
2.2. The kerbing to the Village Green had been completed.

2.3. The pedestrian barrier outside the Village Hall play area in Coronation Road had been erected.

2.4. The Chairman had contacted North Yorkshire County Council requesting the kerb be dropped to the footpath on the bridge to enable ease of use for wheelchair users.  North Yorkshire County Council had replied stating that as they had a limited budget available for such issues they would need to assess this request and prioritise accordingly.  The Chairman had responded quoting the Disability Act and is awaiting a response.
3.
The Chairman had communicated via email with Andrew Hall Countryside Ranger North Yorkshire County Council regarding footpath issues.  He stated that the Parish Council did not have the authority to erect signs and that this had to be done by North Yorkshire County Council.  The Chairman has requested Andrew Hall, North Yorkshire County Council Countryside Ranger to way mark the walk from West Pasture Farm to Newton-le-Willows.
4.
The Chairman reported that the government was due to make a decision before the end of July regarding a single unitary council for North Yorkshire as discussed in the Survey of Responses to Local Government Review.

5.
The Acting Clerk reported that the stonemason’s machinery had broken and as such repairs to the War Memorial had been delayed.  Work is expected to be completed before the September Parish Council meeting.

6.
The Chairman reported that the report from the arborist regarding the sycamore trees on the Village Green had been submitted to Hambleton Council and that Hambleton Council had subsequently consulted their own arborist.  The Chairman was awaiting their decision.
7.
The Chairman asked whether the maintenance on the see-saw had been undertaken?  Councillor Gill said he had looked at this but had not been able to access the moving parts.  The Acting Clerk said that Mr Kind used to install and maintain the playgrounds for The London Borough of Merton and as such would be willing to make an assessment of the see-saw and speak with the Chairman and Councillor Gill regarding carrying out any necessary maintenance. 

8.
The Parish Action Plan was reviewed and it was agreed that this would be done on a regular basis.  The question was raised regarding why the Darlington and Stockton Times do not publish any news about Crakehall.  The Acting Clerk will speak with the Parish Clerk before any further investigation is undertaken.
9.
The Council discussed Community Safety and agreed that the police presence had improved. However Councillor Gill informed the Council of two incidents that had required police involvement but had received no visible response from the police.  Concern was also raised about the abuse of the wooden hut on The Batts as it was a place where youths congregate causing disturbance and presenting litter problems.  It was agreed that the police would be invited to the September Parish Council Meeting and that the Chairman would contact PC Fleming.
4) CORRESPONDENCE
The Council had a discussion regarding the correspondence that was received that did not warrant an agenda item in the Parish Council Meeting.  The Councillors agreed not to circulate such correspondence as a hard copy but expressed that any contentious issues be raised via email.  Councillor Dent would continue to receive all emails as a hard copy until he was able to access the internet.
Letters or emails had been received on the following:

1. North Yorkshire County Council had written to inform the Council of the future signing of the approved cycle route – Northallerton to Penrith (NCN71) Northallerton to Tan Hill
2. County Beat News

3. North Yorkshire County Council had written to advise that due to revised EU legislation in respect of driver’s hours, the Wensleydale Post Bus would no longer be able to operate a Saturday morning service.  Alternative journeys are available on Service 156/157.

Other correspondence received was as follows:

1. Hambleton District Council Newsletter regarding Local Government Review

2. Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA) – White Rose Update

3. Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA) – Training Conference September 2007

4. Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2007

5. North Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Authority – The Corporate Plan

6. Newton News – May 2007

7. National Association of Local Councils (NALC) – Cracking the Code

8. Local Councils Update – July 2007

9. Country Air, the newsletter of the Yorkshire Rural Community Council – Summer 2007.
5)  FINANCE
The recent transactions for 01 April 2007 to 19 July 2007 were presented (See Appendix A).
6)
PLANNING  

1. The Village Hall Management Committee had applied to make alterations and extensions to the existing Village Hall.

2. Mr Neale of 16 Coronation Road had applied to build a single storey extension.

3. Mr & Mrs Hart of 22 Ashdowne Court had applied to make alterations and extensions to the existing dwelling/house.
The Chairman had informed Councillors of these applications via email and they had also been on the Village website.  He stated that as he had not received a response from the Councillors about the above applications he had informed Hambleton Council that the Parish Council had no objections.

7)  CODE OF CONDUCT AND DECARATIONS OF INTEREST
Prior to the meeting Councillor O’Neil had provided each Councillor with a hard copy of the Code of Conduct.  

The Chairman requested that Councillors declare any interest on topics discussed even if such interest might be deemed trivial or insignificant.  

The Chairman stated that it was a requirement that every Parish Council advertise in a newspaper that they had read and accepted the Code of Conduct.  Previously the District Council undertook this task for all Parish Councils in the district.  The Chairman had discussed this with the District Council solicitor and stated that the District Council would once again perform this task.

8)  SIGNATORIES FOR CHEQUES
It was agreed that Councillors Smith, O’Neil, Gill and Dent would act as signatories for any cheques.  The Chairman requested that those Councillors that had not yet done so should take some form of identification to the HSBC bank during the last week in August.
9)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
1. Councillor Dent stated that he had received a letter from Crakehall Cricket Club requesting permission to erect two tents on the Village Green on 09 August 2007 in readiness for the cricket match on 12 August 2007 against ‘The cast and friends of Emmerdale’.  No objections were raised and the Chairman would reply to the Cricket Club.

2. Councillor Gill mentioned that he had been approached regarding the use of the Village Green for a picnic following a christening in August.  No objections were raised.

3. Councillor Dent announced that Mr Powrey was voluntarily maintaining the bus shelters in Crakehall and that he had requested some paint.  It was agreed that Councillor Dent would purchase the white emulsion paint for Mr Powrey and present the invoice to Councillor O’Neil.

4. A Parishioner informed the Council that the bus shelter in Little Crakehall leaked and was in need of some repair.  The Chairman stated that he would contact the Highways Authority.
5. A Parishioner enquired as to who would paint the guard rails on the side of the beck now that they have been welded.  The Council stated that historically this had been carried out by volunteers.
6. Councillor Gill reported that he had spoken with Mr & Mrs Jopling of Crakehall Filling Station regarding the sale of the walks leaflet and that they had agreed to sell them.  The Chairman will provide Councillor Gill with ten packs of the five walks, and the Parish Clerk will raise an invoice.  The retail price would be set at their discretion.
10)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
       Thursday 13 September 2007.
Appendix A
	From 1st April to 19th July
	
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	2444.39
	
	
	432.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	
	3250.00
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges - Mr Raine
	
	110.00
	
	
	
	

	VAT
	
	117.47
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges - Mrs Marshall
	
	110.00
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Charges - Mrs S Smith
	
	110.00
	
	
	
	

	Graveyard Maintenance Fee - Precious
	
	35.25
	
	
	
	

	Graveyard Maintenance Fee - Brambledown
	35.25
	
	
	
	

	Church contribution to tree work
	
	30.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	3797.97
	
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall Filling Station
	
	25.48
	
	
	
	

	Artisan Tree Management
	
	681.50
	
	
	
	

	HDC Walk Leaflets
	
	70.50
	
	
	
	

	A Cole
	
	74.00
	
	
	
	

	Allianz Cornhill Insurance
	
	882.63
	
	
	
	

	J Gill
	
	201.55
	
	
	
	

	R Marr Langthorne Notice-board
	
	195.00
	
	
	
	

	J Cape - Audit Fee
	
	50.00
	
	
	
	

	S Shield
	
	312.98
	
	
	
	

	Clerk's Salary & Expenses
	
	471.71
	
	
	
	

	J Gill
	
	14.02
	
	
	
	

	YLCA Subs
	
	135.00
	
	
	
	

	D Woodward
	
	34.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	3148.37
	
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	3093.99
	
	
	432.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


