CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 14th July 2005 in the Village Hall 

Present:   
Councillors:         Mr J Wilson (Chairman)        
Mr S Irwin
 
        
Mrs K O’Neil


Mr D Smith 
 
Mr T Starkey

Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
2 Parishioners   






P.C. P Taylforth


2 Post Office Representatives
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
PC Taylforth addressed the meeting and responded to Councillors queries. These included
· A commitment to deal with the vandalism currently occurring in the cemetery with daily policing of the area. Councillor O’Neil suggested that Mr Kilding be given the Police contact number so that he could contact them if the boys in question began to visit the cemetery at a different time of day. This was agreed.

· Information regarding the local policing levels which currently include 3 officers in Bedale along with PC Duncan Fleming when his health permits.
· Information about the single crime perpetrated in Crakehall within the past month i.e. the burglary of a garden shed in Ashdowne Court
· Crime figures for Bedale for the past month showing a 64% detection rate.

· Concerns about a number of foreign students walking around Langthorne and Kirkbridge supposedly selling drawings. If this reoccurs the Police should be contacted.
· Concerns regarding the unrelated messages sent to the Parish by the Neighbourhood Watch Ringmaster system and the lack of relevant ones such as the foreign student issue
The Chairman thanked P.C. Taylforth for attending the meeting and hoped that he would be able to come to future meetings.
The Post Office representatives outlined the proposed changes to the Service offered in the Village. These included the closing of the present Post Office and a service provided by Bedale P.O. staff to be housed within the current premises and open approximately 12 hours per week. They were currently in discussion with Shirley Jobling to ascertain the most popular times for customers using the facility.

Councillors responded by expressing their disappointment at the necessity to close a community asset, but reluctantly accepted the fact that the reduction in the demand for the payment of benefits through the Post Office had led to these measures. 

 Mr Lillystone asked what was happening about the post which was supposed to have been replaced on the footpath in front of Village Farm. He was informed that Mr Walker was attending to this and would be reminded about it.
1) APOLOGIES: Apologies were received from Mr N Buck (alternative commitment) His apologies were accepted.
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the March meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING:
1.
Mrs O’Neil referred to the query relating to the footpath maps and reminded the Council that originally these were intended to be an extension of the notice board and map to be erected on the Batts. Plans for this had been neglected of late for one reason or another. Mrs O’Neil would approach the County Council to see if grant funding would be available.

2.
Councillors had been made aware of the plans agreed with the Highways Department for the paving of the footpaths at the Village Hall entrance and the safety barrier to be erected at the small gate.

3.
The Village Action Plan had been reviewed by Councillors Smith and O’Neil and the other Councillors were asked for comments before the revised copy was sent out to Parishioners. There were no substantial details to be altered.
4.
As part of the Action Plan a leaflet had been produced for newcomers to the Parish. Again Councillors were asked to comment on this before its publication and distribution.

5.
The Clerk had contacted the Footpaths Department at County Hall regarding the cultivation of land regardless of the footpaths. This affected a number of paths around the Parish. A representative from the County Council was supposed to be attending to this.

6.
Hambleton Core Strategy – Councillor Smith confirmed that a response had been made to this.

7.
The Council had received a donation of £750 from the Village Hall Committee for the extra work involved in   extending the parking area. Councillors expressed their gratitude for this.

8.  The Clerk reported that a cheque for £518 had been received consisting partly of funds raised by the previous playground initiative and also the defunct Youth Club funds. It was agreed that if a Youth Club should open up again in the future a sum in the region of £300 could be made available to them.

9.  Mr Smith reminded the Chairman of the work outstanding to repair the seesaw. This would be undertaken as soon as time allowed. 

4)  CORRESPONDENCE;

Letters had been received as follows:
a.
Mr Bunting on the nuisance caused by the rooks on the Village Green. The Clerk confirmed that there was little action which could be taken to cull them, since they are a protected species, are not creating a hazard to health, (which might have allowed for culling) and the law does not permit the discharge of a fire-arm in such close proximity to the Highway. Councillors agreed that they could not consider any action and the Clerk would notify Mr Bunting accordingly. 
b.
A nomination form for a representative on the Standards Committee of the District Council. The Council followed Councillor Smith’s recommendation and nominated Janet Seymour Kirk 
c.
Notification of the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations’ AGM to be held on Saturday 16th July in Leeds. There were no Councillors able to attend.

d.
 A request from the Cricket Club to hold a charity match on the Green on 7th August. This would involve pitching two tents and the possible landing on the Green by the Air Ambulance. Councillors agreed that the tents be erected with the proviso that they be removed as soon as possible and certainly faster than the last time. They also agreed that the air ambulance could land on condition that the Club had met all the necessary safety requirements.
e.
A questionnaire from Postwatch regarding the proposals for the future service in Crakehall. This was completed.

f. 
An invitation to the Hambleton District Council Development Framework Core Strategy Preferred Options Consultation. Councillor Smith would be attending this and would report back to the Council

g.
Information regarding Council future powers relating to the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environments Act. The Clerk would e-mail the details to Councillors for consideration and the issue would be included on the September agenda.

h.
Confirmation of the information outlined by the Post Office representatives earlier. 

   
All other correspondence for information was to be circulated to Councillors. These were listed in the Folder for comments if desired.
5)  FINANCE
a)
The Clerk reported on the receipts and payments since the last meeting and these were accepted.








        
Current £
       

Deposit £



Receipts
Precept



3000.00






Burial fee



200.00






VAT Refund



3307.64






NY Community Dev. Fund
8000.00






Transfer



4000.00






Sale of tractor


1504.00









Village Hall contribution

750.00






Interest



8.47






Funds from Youth Club

518.00






Grave maintenance


70.50
21358.60




Payments
YLCA Membership


148.00






PEPE garden furniture
295.00






Allianz Cornhill
826.66






DG Woodward
378.80






Yorkshire Builders
76.61






Hambleton District Council
129.25






A Mahoney

50.00






A Cole

55.00






H Hill & Sons
989.35






Duffields

2726.00






EW Allen

18.80






Sam Turner

29.32






Transfer



4000.00






Climb n Slide
11679.50
17402.29






Balances C/fwd

2690.80
624.67

b) Garaging and driving of the new tractor.

     The Clerk stated that he had been given the names of Colin and Darren Poole as well as Julian Taylor, whom the Cricket Club authorised to drive the tractor. It was agreed that Alan Cole, Malcolm Gill, the Clerk and the Chairman be added to the list. Whilst the tractor is currently securely garaged at the Hall it was deemed advisable that the method of key holding be altered and that a key be retained by a Council and Cricket Club driver as well as Mr Jarvis.

Councillor Smith reported that he had talked to the Chairman of the Cricket Club regarding the Club’s contribution to the running costs of the new tractor, particularly as they were making more use of it. He had been informed that a contribution would be made as well as a donation to the original cost of the vehicle.


 
 c)  It was agreed that a payment of £10 be made to Stuart Shield for a service rendered in the cemetery. The Clerk was also to thank him for the work he was carrying out on the Batts play area. Councillor O’Neil asked if it was possible for him to extend the cutting to the Pinfold entrance as this was over-grown and spoilt the overall impression of the Pinfold, which has recently been receiving a lot of kind attention.
6)  PLAYGROUND REPORT:


Mrs O’Neil reported that one of the logs in the swinging frame on the Batts had come detached. She had contacted the contractor and was awaiting the repairs to be carried out.
7)   ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mr Smith asked about the whereabouts of the mowing equipment attached to the old tractor. The Chairman would look into this.
Councillor O’Neil mentioned that the notices in the Pinfold had been removed for repair and pointed out that the notice-board in Little Crakehall was in need of attention. Councillor Starkey agreed to attend to this.

8)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thurs 15th September 2005 at 7.30pm
