CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 25th July 2002 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.


Present:   

Mr J Wilson (Chairman)


Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)

Mr C Dent

Mr S Irwin







Mr H Lillystone 


Mrs K O'Neil (Parish Clerk)





2 Parishioners

 LISTNUM   APOLOGIES: 

Mr J Walker (hospital)
 LISTNUM   MINUTES:

Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

 LISTNUM   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

3 (12).  The Clerk reported that the matter concerning the condition of the War Memorial was in hand.

9.          Councillor Dent had decided against nomination for the County Committee for Hambleton. Councillor

     Lillystone asked for the information and would consider whether to seek nomination himself.

4)  CORRESPONDENCE

Letters had been received on the following subjects:

i. Notification that the matter of missing and misleading street names should have been addressed to the District not the County Council. The Clerk had since done this.

ii. A letter from Mrs Precious concerning the increase in grave maintenance fees.

iii. Notification of a Training Workshop on the Understanding of the New Audit Procedures. Councillors agreed that 'The Practitioner's Guide' be purchased.

iv. Notification from Yorkshire Local Councils Associations that they might consider the purchase of a Headstone Topple Tester which could be made available on loan to Parish Councils.

v. Notification of the approval given to the revised plans for vehicular access at Town End Farm, Langthorne.

Also to the change of use of part of the existing dwelling at Brookside to a gym/treatment room.

Notification of the planning enforcement order appeal by CC, TH & SG Pounder of Greengate Farm, Crakehall.

5) FINANCE:

a) Approval was given to the following payments:

Audit Fees (2000-2001)


£190.35

K. O'Neil (Village Plan Expenses)

 £11.28



  



Jubilee Plate Reimbursement

   £6.20



Countryside Art (Total Mug Orders)             £463.78


b)           It was agreed that a new Internal Auditor would be appointed from September. 

c) i.
The Statement of Account on the Annual Return Form was accepted by the Council and signed by the       Chairman.

c) ii.
The Statement of Assurance was completed and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. It appeared that in           future a risk assessment document would be required by the External Auditor and the Clerk would identify what was to be included.

6) PLANNING:

Amended plans had been received for approval for Crakehall School and also for the crown lifting of two sycamore and one beech trees and the removal of a Rhus tree at Beckside Cottage, Crakehall. Councillors raised no objections to the plans.

7) PARISH PLAN:

The Vice-Chairman reported on the Public Meeting held the previous week. It had been well attended and a working group had been set up to identify the needs of the young people of the Parish, which was one of the main issues raised by the Questionnaire. The Chairman thanked Councillor Buck and the Clerk for their presentation at the Public Meeting.

Further issues, which would form the basis of the Parish Plan would be: 

· A survey to identify the need for low cost housing - Councillor Buck agreed to investigate this further. (Councillors declined the opportunity to reply to the Local Plan Review Questionnaire, which included the issues of housing needs and services, since they felt that at this stage they could not accurately identify specific needs within the Parish.) 

· Contact with the Police on matters of Road Safety and Crime

· Contact with the Highways Authorities on Road Maintenance

· Transport needs

· Environmental Concerns

· Facilities for the Elderly within the Villages

Mr Edgar Nichol (Parishioner) reported back from the meetings of the group set up to tackle the needs of the young  people of the Villages. Members of the group would in the first instance take steps to assess the numbers, gender and age group of the young people. It had also been agreed that the Youth Club would be re-established.

The next public meeting to discuss the Parish Plan would be on 26th September at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. Representatives of the Police and Highways would be invited to the meeting and the young people's group would report on their findings.

8) GRASS CUTTING - VILLAGE GREEN:

Letters had been received with regard to the timing of the grass cutting of the Green with particular concern for the area outside the School. The issues raised in the letters were discussed and the appropriate action would be taken.

9) NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL VERGE GRASS CUTTING POLICY REVIEW:

This was discussed with Councillors voicing dissatisfaction with the service offered in recent months. The Clerk would contact Environmental Services with the possible view for the Council to be responsible itself for the service next year.

10) ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Councillors Lillystone reported on the footpath situation. The County Council would be undertaking work on the Parish Council's behalf to provide 3 gates on the footpath walk by West Pasture Farm. A new stile would be provided at the corner of the field at Hunter's Hill Farm. Councillor Irwin reported that there was a broken stile on the footpath from the Old Barn to Kirkbridge and Councillor Lillystone would inform Mrs Shepherd (N.Y.C.C.) of this as well as the complaints, which had been received, regarding the height of the stiles over the railway line. 

Councillor Buck had completed the Rules and Regulations for the Cemetery. These were formally adopted by the Council and would be sent to local Funeral Directors, Monumental Masons and the local churches. The Chairman thanked Councillor Buck for his work in producing this document.

Councillor Buck and the Clerk would carry out a further survey of Headstones in the very near future.

Councillor Irwin reported that the bus shelter was much cleaner since the litter-bin had been relocated nearer to it.

The litter-bins in the Village appeared to be being emptied more regularly now. Mr Irwin also expressed concern that the seat in the Pinfold was in a bad state of repair. It was agreed that it be removed temporarily and that steps would be taken to find a volunteer to repair it. Attempts would be made to reinstate the notice informing visitors of the history of the Pinfold.

11) DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 19th September 2002 at 7.30pm 






