CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20 January 2011 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      
Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mr M Gill (Vice-Chairman) 





Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson
Mr C Dent


Mr J Neale 
Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)
County Councillor John Weighell

5 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner congratulated the Council on the upkeep of the cemetery.
2. A Parishioner expressed his compliments on the widening of the footway from Crakehall to Bedale.
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the November meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 18 November 2010 (see Appendix A).  Further information was given on the following issues:
Item 3 – Metal Gate at Entrance to Lower Batts:  Councillor Wilson commented that due to health issues he had not been able to repair the gate.  The Chairman would speak with CW Johnson & Sons regarding its repair.

Item 12 – Lack of School Transport:  Councillor Neale explained that due to insufficient public transport available, twelve children from the village had been forced to seek alternative transport to and from school and that parents had no option but to drive the children themselves.  Councillor Weighell stated that he had not been informed of the situation and requested further information in order to pursue the issue with the School Transport department.  Councillor Neale would liaise with Councillor Weighell and copy the Clerk with all correspondence.
Item 14 – Servicing of Tractor:  Members agreed that the tractor should now be serviced every three years.
The Chairman requested an update on the Winter Maintenance Service training package offered by Highways.  The Clerk had informed Highways of the Parish Council’s interest in this scheme and was awaiting further information.

4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The following items required further discussion:

1. Crakehall Primary School had enquired about zigzag yellow lines being painted on the road outside the school to deter parents from parking.  As the road was in a conservation area and was technically part of the Village Green the Council objected to painting lines of any description.  The Council agreed that it was an issue that the school should resolve by educating the parents to be more considerate when collecting or taking their children to school.
2. Mr Sizer of Crakehall House had asked permission to park on the Village Green on the evening of 29 January 2011 for his daughter’s birthday.  Members requested that due to the time of year the condition of the ground be considered and that if the ground was soft guests should park on the highway to avoid causing damage to the Green.
3. A letter had been received from Hambleton District Council requesting nominations for a Parish Council representative to the Standards Committee.  There were no nominations made.
4. North Yorkshire County Council had written inviting views on its budget and on the future of the library service.  Councillor Weighell provided further details.  The Council asked that the Clerk respond with the proposal that to avoid library closures a nominal fee be levied for the hiring of books.
5) FINANCE
1. The Clerk presented the transactions from 15 November 2010 to 16 January 2011 (see Appendix B) and also tabled a report showing the actual against budget figures as at 16 January 2011 (see Appendix C).  The Clerk highlighted the budget headings where overspend had occurred and the virements undertaken between budget headings, which had been approved by the Chairman.  The overspend was primarily due to tree work undertaken in the cemetery this year.  No questions were raised.
6) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr & Mrs Thompson, Michery Lea, Langthorne had applied to construct a conservatory extension.  Councillor Thompson declared an interest and left the room whilst the application was discussed.  The Council had no objections to the application.
 

7) UPDATE ON CRAKEHALL WEIR
The Chairman and Clerk provided a synopsis of the weir and issued each member with a chronological record of events from inception in 2007.  The Clerk reported the reasons why Lord Downshire’s solicitors were unwilling to voluntarily register the weir or allow Eccles Heddon to complete a first registration on their behalf.  The Chairman impressed that because of the lack of evidence of title to the weir there was no guarantee that the Land Registry would register the weir in the Council’s name.  Members agreed that having come this far the Transfer Deed should be signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and that Eccles Heddon should proceed to try to register the weir.
8) POSSIBLE SALE OF PADDOCK TOPPER
The Chairman reported that in September 2009 the Council had discussed the possible sale of the paddock topper, valued at between £100 and £150, but that members agreed it should not be sold.  Councillor Thompson declared an interest and commented that he had stored the paddock topper at his farm for over a year and in that time it had not been used.  He asked if the Council would consider selling it to him for use on his farm and volunteered to take over the cutting of the verge between Langthorne and Crakehall should the Council agree.  Councillor Thompson left the room whilst the proposal was discussed.  Members agreed to sell the paddock topper for £100.  Councillor Thompson accepted.
9) UPDATE ON WORKS AT VILLAGE HALL AND FINANCIAL POSITION
The Chairman stated that as the Council was the trustee for the Village Hall it had to be satisfied that the Village Hall was financially secure.  Councillor Neale declared an interest as a contractor working on the site.  As Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee, Councillor Neale provided a summarised account and explained that as fewer grants than expected had been received a debt of £7,500 was owed to an individual on an interest free loan.  The work was now being completed by volunteers and except for the electrical contractor’s costs no further costs were anticipated.  
10) CHRISTMAS TREE FOR FUTURE YEARS
Following a conversation with Church Warden, Grace Stretton-Downes, the Clerk asked members to consider whether in future years it would wish to erect a Christmas tree in the Church grounds or if it would like to purchase a Christmas tree to replace the dead tree in the Church grounds.  The Clerk also noted the four recommendations given by its Public Liability insurer, Allianz, which had to be complied with when erecting Christmas trees and lights.  The Council would consider these issues for next Christmas.   
11) MATTERS OF URGENCY
There were no matters of urgency.
12) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 17 March 2011.  
13) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. A Parishioner requested an update on the A684 bypass.  Councillor Weighell confirmed that it had not yet been rejected and that the next announcement was due at the end of 2012.
2. A Parishioner reported that Carillion Morgan Sindall had provided the results to the stakeholder feedback questionnaires and that the group had donated money to local projects.  The Clerk would contact Carillion regarding possible assistance with the footway outside the Village Hall.
3. A Parishioner asked how the Council would proceed should the Land Registry fail to register the weir.  The Chairman responded that if the application proved unsuccessful it would not pursue it further.  However should the Land Registry approve the application the Council would not be obliged to repair the weir and members of the public may consider forming a trust to repair it.
14) CONFIDENTIAL HONORARIUMS– CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION AND VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
This issue was discussed in the private sector of the meeting. 
APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT – 20 JANUARY 2011

1. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – The Chairman and Clerk met with Mr Brown of Eccles Heddon on 23 November 2010 to discuss the Council’s concerns.  The Transfer Deed has since been received and following execution by the Council Eccles Heddon will complete the acquisition and proceed to register the weir at the Land Registry.
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 7:  The Chairman and Clerk will provide a brief update.  The Council should agree to sign the Transfer Deed which requires signing by two Councillors.

2. PARKING ON LANGTHORNE ROAD – Highways has yet to prune the Hawthorn tree.
3. METAL GATE AT ENTRANCE TO LOWER BATTS – Councillor Wilson has yet to undertake the repairs.
4. DAMAGED FENCE AT CRAKEHALL BECK - Highways has yet to repair the fence.
5. DAMAGED FENCE AT KIRKBRIDGE – Highways has yet to repair the fence.
6. CONDITION SURVEY OF FOOTBRIDGE – Highways has confirmed that it will inspect the footbridge by the middle of January.  Awaiting the results.
7. WILDFLOWER AREA ON LOWER BATTS - The Chairman and Paul Kind will begin the task of preparing the site for the wildflower display when weather permits.  The wildflower mix has been purchased.
8. SPEEDING CONCERN - The Community Safety Partnership (CSP) has agreed to undertake a further risk assessment of the area.  Awaiting its results.  PC Sutcliffe has advised that the Police in Bedale now have a speed laser gun and that it has been used in Crakehall.  He has also provided a speeding referral form and has asked that it be distributed to members of the public who have concerns about speeding motorists and that it be returned to the CSP.  An article is due to appear in the newsletter.
9. DOG FOULING IN VILLAGE HALL PLAY AREA - The Chairman has erected a sign on the entrance from the road.
10. CHRISTMAS TREE – Thanks to all concerned who assisted with erecting the Christmas tree on the Village Green.  Thanks also to Councillors Gill and Neale for removing and disposing of the tree.  A number of compliments from parishioners have been received regarding the Christmas tree this year.
11. STILE AND FOOTPATH AT BACK LANE - The Public Rights of Way have been asked if improvements could be made.  Awaiting a response.
12. LACK OF SCHOOL TRANSPORT – Councillor Neale and Mrs Neale have assisted with addressing the issues of concern to parents of children attending Bedale High School.  Awaiting further information from Mrs Neale.
13. DONATION OF TREE FOR LOWER BATTS – The Chairman will reassess the area before deciding which tree(s) to purchase.
14. SERVICING OF TRACTOR AND MAINTENANCE MACHINERY* - The Chairman arranged for CW Johnson & Sons to service the tractor, tractor finishing mower and strimmer.  The Chairman has also delivered the cemetery equipment to them for servicing.
15. TREES IN CEMETERY* - The Chairman assisted David Woodward with some tree work in the cemetery.  A Laurel was felled and the crown lifted on a Leylandii exposing a number of broken headstones.
16. REPAIRS TO HEADSTONES IN CEMETERY* - The Chairman and David Woodward have repaired the broken headstones.
17. STILES ON FOOTPATH FROM CRAKEHALL TO KIRKBRIDGE* - The Public Rights of Way have been asked if the three stiles could be replaced with kissing gates.  Awaiting a response.
*These issues occurred since the meeting on 18 November 2010.    
NB All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	
	
	
	
	

	January PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 15 November 2010 to 16 January 2011
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	10024.12
	
	
	1502.93
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	
	0.24
	
	

	Interment - (S Brown)
	220.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Interment Ashes - (Pocklington)
	35.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Memorial Plaque - (Pocklington)
	30.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	285.00
	
	
	0.24
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paul Neasham Accountancy Ltd - (Internal Audit to Sep10)
	29.38
	
	
	
	
	

	Rebecca Crowe - (Cemetery Maintenance)
	187.50
	
	
	
	
	

	Dave Mcintosh Powrie - (Village Maintenance)
	47.44
	
	
	
	
	

	D Smith (Sam Turner & Sons) - (Paint and Grass Seed for Green)
	18.75
	
	
	
	
	

	P Kind (Scotts & JCTV) - (Bulbs for Christmas Tree Lights)
	13.93
	
	
	
	
	

	D G Woodward - (Tree Work in Cemetery)
	153.00
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind - (Clerk's Salary & Expenses)
	569.44
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1019.44
	
	
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	9289.68
	 
	 
	1503.17
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	2010/2011
	
	2010/2011
	
	Profile to
	
	Overspend or
	
	

	
	Budget  
	
	Cash Flow
	
	Year End
	
	(Underspend)
	
	

	
	(incl Viret*)
	
	to 16/01/2011
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	£
	
	£
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	7690
	
	7690
	
	7690
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent Prior Year
	2657
	
	3529
	
	3529
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Income
	35
	
	1945
	
	1945
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	75
	
	75
	
	
	
	

	Proceeds from Sale of Brookside Land
	
	
	5000
	
	5000
	
	
	
	

	Donations to Legal Fees for Weir
	
	
	75
	
	75
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	1
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	10382
	
	18315
	 
	18315
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of Election
	302
	
	302
	
	302
	
	0
	
	

	Salaries
	1950
	
	1496
	
	1994
	
	44
	
	

	*Miscellaneous Expenses - Admin
	190
	
	153
	
	190
	
	0
	
	

	Salaries - Village Green and Cemetery 
	1850
	
	1715
	
	1715
	
	-135
	
	

	Playground Inspection
	100
	
	90
	
	90
	
	-10
	
	

	*Fuel & Cord (Strimmer etc)
	87
	
	59
	
	65
	
	-22
	
	

	Diesel (Tractor)
	270
	
	193
	
	220
	
	-50
	
	

	Servicing of Machinery
	150
	
	111
	
	351
	
	201
	
	

	Audit Fees
	200
	
	185
	
	185
	
	-15
	
	

	Insurance
	1350
	
	1114
	
	1314
	
	-36
	
	

	Subscriptions
	280
	
	276
	
	361
	
	81
	
	

	Honorariums
	200
	
	18
	
	268
	
	68
	
	

	Room Fees
	80
	
	0
	
	0
	
	-80
	
	

	Playground Repairs etc
	100
	
	0
	
	20
	
	-80
	
	

	Newsletter
	65
	
	44
	
	83
	
	18
	
	

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	570
	
	458
	
	731
	
	161
	
	

	*Tree Maintenance
	553
	
	553
	
	553
	
	0
	
	

	Road Repairs
	100
	
	0
	
	0
	
	-100
	
	

	War Memorial
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	

	Repairs to Weir (Legal Fees)
	0
	
	760
	
	1510
	
	1510
	
	

	Clearing of Beck
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Reserve Fund
	500
	
	0
	
	0
	
	-500
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	8897
	
	7527
	
	9952
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent  
	1485
	 
	10788
	#
	8363
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note - This report does not include VAT  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	# Includes £5000 from sale of Brookside Land
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