CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 22 January 2009 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      
Mr D Smith (Chairman)






Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson
Mr M Gill


Mr C Dent

Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


5 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner asked if the kerb at the entrance to Ashdowne could be lowered as it was considered too high for those with pushchairs and disability vehicles.  The Clerk will contact Highways.
2. A Parishioner requested that a ‘No Through Road’ sign be placed on Ashdowne.  It was suggested that it replace the speed limit sign opposite 4 Ashdowne as it was felt that this was not required.  The Clerk will contact Highways.
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the November meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor O’Neil.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Clerk circulated the Parish Clerk report to all Councillors prior to the meeting that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 20 November 2008 (see Appendix A).  The Clerk was asked to write to all residents likely to be affected by the road surfacing works across the Village Green informing them of the scheduled dates and intended work and to contact the Police to request ‘No Waiting’ signs. 
4) CORRESPONDENCE
A comprehensive list of all correspondence received had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Clerk highlighted the email received from Gary Fielding, the Assistant Chief Executive of North Yorkshire County Council, which was a response to the comments made about their Budget and Council Plan.  The Clerk explained that one of the concerns raised on behalf of the Council related to the communications with the Highways department and stated that a subsequent email had been received from Nigel Smith, the Area Manager of Highways and Transportation, offering to meet with the Parish Council to address these concerns.  The Clerk went onto say that since expressing these views communications with the Highways department had improved and asked members if they wished to meet with Mr Smith.  The Council agreed that the issue of the footway extension on Coronation Road could possibly be discussed with Mr Smith but felt that such a meeting would not change the priority of the scheme.  It was decided that as improvements had been recognised it would not be necessary to pursue this further.
A letter had been received from Sarah Wilson requesting permission to use the Village Green for parking on 02 May 2009 for her wedding at St Gregory’s Church at 1.30pm.  Members had no objections. 
A letter had been received from Mrs Jobling expressing her concern about the grave of her late father Mr Ron Murfin.  Following an explanation and discussion by Councillors it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mrs Jobling explaining the policy of the Council with regard to cemetery maintenance.

5) FINANCE
1. The Clerk presented the transactions from 17 November 2008 to 14 January 2009 (see Appendix B) and stated that the Parochial Church Council had kindly contributed £50 towards the cost of the repairs to the war memorial.  
2. The Clerk distributed a revised version of the budget report that was presented at the last meeting (see Appendix C) and asked the Council to consider whether any budget headings should be changed and if a reserve fund was necessary.  The Clerk stated that the internal auditor and Yorkshire Local Councils Associations had been consulted about the reserve fund and that they had advised that in order to comply with the Council’s Financial Regulations any suspected overspend in any budget heading would need to be formally agreed by the Council after identifying other budget headings which might compensate for that overspend but that having a Reserve for Emergency Works fund would allow some flexibility and reduce the need for such virement of monies.  Members agreed that the headings should remain unchanged and that a reserve fund be available but stated that any movement on this account should be reported.    
6) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
Mr & Mrs Forbes and Mr & Mrs Cochrane had applied to make alterations and extensions to two existing farm buildings to form a holiday cottage and submitted a revised application to make alterations and extensions to an exiting farm building to form three holiday cottages at the Old Reaper Works, Langthorne.  The Chairman provided a synopsis of the planning applications previously submitted and stated that the principle of four holiday cottages had already been established but that there were issues outstanding that concerned the Environment Agency.  The Council concluded that they had no objections to these applications provided that the criteria set by the Environment Agency had been met.
7) FOOTWAY OPPOSITE VILLAGE HALL GATE
The Chairman reminded members that quotations had been obtained from the County Council and various contractors, see Parish Clerk Report item 2, to enable them to make an informed decision about whether to make a contribution to the cost of the footway extension and to consider whether any contribution would impact the priority of the scheme.  After some discussion members agreed that they should not contribute any money and that the footway was the responsibility of the County Council.  The Clerk was asked to write again requesting that this scheme be considered for funding.
8) REMOVING EDGINGS AROUND GRAVES
The Clerk reported that information had been received from the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations detailing the relevant legislation and process necessary to remove the grave edgings.  The Council agreed that in view of the amount of work involved in undertaking these proceedings and the small number of graves affected it would not at this time pursue this matter.
9) REMOVAL OF SILT IN BECK UPSTREAM OF BRIDGE
The Clerk announced that a quotation had been received from Cliff Addison Drainage to clean the silt out of the beck upstream of the bridge and tip on site, see Parish Clerk Report item.8.  Members agreed that the silt was unsightly and that as it had not been cleared since December 1987 Cliff Addison Drainage should be asked to undertake the work.  The Clerk would confirm whether the quote included levelling the silt once dry.
10) DISTRIBUTION OF REPORTS DURING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
The Clerk reminded members that following their adoption of the model publication scheme a Parishioner had requested if all reports distributed to the Council during the meeting could also be issued to those Parishioners present.  The Clerk reported that the model publication scheme stated that classes of information did not generally include information in draft form.  The Council agreed that a working document, only once finalised, would be made a public document and that all public documents are available to view.
11) FELLING OF TREES ON LOWER BATTS
The Clerk informed the Council that a decision was due from Hambleton District Council (HDC) on 22 January 2009 regarding the application to fell the four poplar trees on the lower Batts and asked members to consider the quotations detailed in the Parish Clerk Report item 16.  Members agreed that subject to the approval from HDC the trees should be felled and removed and that as CW Johnson & Sons had provided the cheapest quote they should be asked to undertake the work before the end of March 2009.  
12) REPLACEMENT SIGN FOR KIRKBRIDGE
The Council agreed that a replacement Kirkbridge sign should be purchased. 
13) MATTERS OF URGENCY
The Chairman reported that there were no matters of urgency.
14) CONFIDENTIAL HONORARIUMS – CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION AND VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
This issue was discussed in the private sector of the meeting.

15) DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 19 March 2009.  
16) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Councillor Dent mentioned that in his experience a mole catcher did not charge per visit but per mole caught.  The Clerk stated that these concerns had been discussed with Fletcher Pest Control prior to requesting they undertake the work.  
2. It was reported that Mr Elsworth had voluntarily used his digger to clear the roads during the recent heavy snow falls.  The Clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks to Mr Elsworth.
3. A Parishioner reported that the Pinfold signs had been removed and that one lay in the Pinfold but that the other from the A684 had disappeared.  The Clerk will seek a replacement.
4. A Parishioner reported that he had disturbed some youths in a vehicle parked in Station Road and that he had informed the Police.  He stated that he had subsequently seen the vehicle parked in the road behind the Youth Shelter.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Police to confirm that the Batts and Pinfold were still being monitored by the Police.

5. A Parishioner offered to fell the trees on the lower Batts, charging only expenses.  The Chairman stated that the Council had agreed to proceed with CW Johnsons & Sons but would consider his offer should any other tree work be required.
6. A Parishioner enquired as to when the footway to the left and right of the Village Hall would be extended.  The Chairman stated that the County Council was responsible and that it should be pursued with them.

7. Councillor Gill requested that the tractor be serviced as it was not serviced last year.  The Council agreed that this would be undertaken every two years.  Councillor Gill will arrange.

APPENDIX A
PARISH CLERK REPORT – 22 JANUARY 2009

1. FOOTPATH TO NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS – The landowner and Countryside Ranger have waymarked each stile/gate crossing on the footpath and cut back some overgrowth.

2. FOOTWAY OPPOSITE VILLAGE HALL GATE – Highways at North Yorkshire County Council stated that a footway extension opposite the Village Hall would cost approximately £8500.00.  As a reminder the contractors had quoted as follows:  Duffields £5410.00; Biker Contracts £2402.52 (+Highway inspection fees of approximately £250.00); and  L. & D. Construction £1786.34 (all excluding VAT).
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 7: The Council should discuss how to proceed.
3. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – Following the article on the weir in the newsletter the Council has received more positive responses than negative with some offers of fund raising support.  The Clerk is still investigating possible funding and had contacted the York and North Yorkshire Community Foundation regarding funding from their Grassroots scheme but was informed that a parish council was not eligible.

4. SALT BIN IN ASHDOWNE – Highways will replace the salt bin in Ashdowne at the end of the winter maintenance period.

5. REMOVING EDGINGS AROUND GRAVES – The Yorkshire Local Councils Associations has provided details regarding the relevant legislation and steps necessary to remove the grave edgings.
Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 8: The Council should discuss how to proceed.
6. STREET LIGHT NO. 5 ON HACKFORTH ROAD OBSTRUCTED BY TREE – Hambleton District Council has repaired the lighting column and contacted the owners of Winton House regarding tree pruning.

7. USE OF RED DIESEL IN TRACTOR – HM Revenue & Customs has confirmed that despite the limited use of the road by the tractor, it is using the public road for purposes not solely relating to agriculture, horticulture or forestry and therefore it does not qualify as an ‘excepted vehicle’ and should not be fuelled on red diesel.

8. REMOVAL OF SILT IN BECK UPSTREAM OF THE BRIDGE – Cliff Addison Drainage quoted £831.00 (if 1 day) or £1362.00 (if 2 days) to clean the silt out of the beck and tip on site.

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 9: The Council should discuss how to proceed.

9. SAFETY BARRIER OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE HALL - Highways have reinstated the barrier.

10. VILLAGE GREEN ROAD SURFACING – Biker Contracts were unable to undertake the work during the Christmas holidays because their supplier had closed for the festive period.  The work has been rescheduled for 16-18 February 2009.  The Clerk is awaiting a response from Committee Services at County Hall regarding any possible funding.
11. COST OF WALKS LEAFLETS – Hambleton District Council is expecting changes to be made to their copying service.  Councillor O’Neil has contacted them about their pricing structure and is awaiting a response.
12. WAYMARKING OF FOOTPATH FROM KIRKBRIDGE TO CRAKEHALL – The Countryside Ranger has been informed.  
13. CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2009 COMPETITION- The application forms are not yet available from Rural Action Yorkshire.
14. WILLOW TREE IN BECK – The fallen trees do not appear to be causing a flood risk.  The Clerk and Chairman will make a further assessment to determine if any trees need to be removed.

APPENDIX A (Continued)

15. DISTRIBUTION OF REPORTS DURING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – The Yorkshire Local Councils Associations has advised that the Publication Scheme states that it requires the Parish Council to make reports available but does not qualify whether these are final reports or working documents. 

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 10: The Council should agree which reports are to be made available.

16. FELLING OF TREES ON LOWER BATTS* - An application has been submitted to Hambleton District Council to fell four poplar trees on the lower Batts which are growing close to the BT overhead cables.  Awaiting their decision.  The Clerk has obtained quotes from three contractors to undertake this proposed work as follows (inc VAT): For felling to the ground only: CW Johnson & Sons £287.50, Ellerton Tree Services Limited £320.00, Yorkshire Tree Specialists £260.00 and for felling to the ground plus removal and disposal: CW Johnson & Sons £402.50, Ellerton Tree Services Limited £485.00, Yorkshire Tree Specialists £520.00. 

Parish Council Action – Agenda Item 11: The Council should discuss how to proceed.

17. MOLES ON VILLAGE GREEN AND IN CEMETERY* - The Clerk requested authority from all Councillors, except the Chairman who was on holiday, to employ a pest control company to eradicate the moles at a cost of £30+VAT per visit (charged only if a mole had been caught) and stated that approximately four visits may be required.  This expenditure was approved by all Councillors.  Fletcher Pest Control has made two visits, catching one mole on the Village Green and five in the cemetery.  Paul Kind has levelled the mole hills and the areas will be monitored for further mole activity.     

*These issues occurred since the meeting on 20 November 2008.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Vice-Chairman.
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	January 2009 PC Meeting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 17 November 2008 to 14 January 2009
	Current Account
	
	Savings Account
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	4802.55
	
	
	3486.78
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parochial Church Council - (War Memorial Contribution)
	50.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brambledown - (Post War Grave Maintenance)
	40.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dales of Thirsk Memorials - (Mr Bellerby)
	100.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	 
	
	
	13.80
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	190.25
	
	
	13.80
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Pickard & Son - (Repairs to War Memorial)
	346.63
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crakehall Village Hall - (Payment from District Council)  
	150.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	M Shield (Cemetery)
	-100.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	M Shield (Cemetery)
	100.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	K O'Neil (Charmmaster) - (MS Publisher)
	76.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	572.63
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	4420.17
	 
	 
	3500.58
	
	
	
	


	APPENDIX C
	Proposed budget for 2009/2010 as at 14 January 2009
	
	
	

	Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	2008/2009
	
	2008/2009
	
	Projected 
	
	2009/2010
	
	
	

	
	Budget  
	
	Cash Flow
	
	Outturn
	
	Proposed 
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	to Date
	
	to March 2009
	
	Budget
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	
	£
	
	
	

	Precept
	7152
	
	7152
	
	7152
	
	7152
	
	
	

	Increase in Precept
	
	
	
	
	
	
	350
	
	4.9%
	increase

	Cash Not Spent Prior Year
	2328
	
	3594
	
	3594
	
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery Income
	
	
	685
	
	685
	
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	343
	
	343
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	
	
	51
	
	51
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash B/F
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1339
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Receipts
	9480
	
	11825
	 
	11825
	
	8841
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cost of Election
	300
	
	302
	
	302
	
	302
	
	
	

	Salaries
	2000
	
	902
	
	1800
	
	1900
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Expenses - Admin
	100
	
	379
	
	410
	
	150
	
	
	

	Salaries - Village Green and Cemetery (Village Maintenance and Cemetery Costs)
	1100
	
	368
	
	1100
	
	1200
	
	
	

	Playground Inspection
	210
	
	142
	
	142
	
	100
	
	
	

	Fuel (Strimmer etc)
	100
	
	0
	
	100
	
	100
	
	
	

	Diesel (Tractor)
	
	
	0
	
	100
	
	200
	
	
	

	Servicing of Machinery
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	150
	
	
	

	Audit Fees
	300
	
	170
	
	170
	
	220
	
	
	

	Insurance
	1200
	
	916
	
	1172
	
	1300
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	250
	
	0
	
	0
	
	200
	
	
	

	Honorariums
	50
	
	0
	
	200
	
	200
	
	
	

	Room Fees
	80
	
	0
	
	0
	
	80
	
	
	

	Playground Repairs etc
	190
	
	44
	
	60
	
	100
	
	
	

	Newsletter
	120
	
	0
	
	120
	
	126
	
	
	

	Repairs and Maintenance in Village
	440
	
	515
	
	620
	
	100
	
	
	

	Tree Maintenance
	420
	
	0
	
	402
	
	500
	
	
	

	Road Repairs
	420
	
	0
	
	2085
	
	100
	
	
	

	War Memorial
	420
	
	295
	
	295
	
	0
	
	
	

	Repairs to Weir
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	
	

	Clearing of Beck
	280
	
	46
	
	1408
	
	0
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reserve for Emergency Works
	500
	
	0
	
	0
	
	500
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Payments
	8480
	
	4079
	
	10486
	
	7528
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Not Spent C/F
	1000
	 
	7746
	 
	1339
	
	1313
	
	
	








