CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17 January 2008 in the Village Hall
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)





Mr J Wilson


Mr C Dent


        
Mr M Gill


Mr D Thompson

Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)


Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)


3 Parishioners 

         
  
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. A Parishioner highlighted a drainage problem in the gully outside Longarth on Hackforth Road.  The Clerk will contact the Highways Department.
2. A Parishioner reported that the road surface leading into Ashdowne off Hackforth Road was in need of repair.  The Clerk will contact the Highways Department to verify this concern.
3. A Parishioner reported that the road surface by the notice board at the edge of Station Road was in need of repair.  The Clerk will contact the Highways Department to verify this concern.    
4. A Parishioner stated that slates had slipped on the roof of the Chapel of Rest.  The Chairman was aware of this and would discuss with a local builder the action required.

5. The resident of Bridge House asked if any remedial work could be done to the Village Green as he had concerns about the state of the grass caused by him driving over the Village Green to access his property.  The Chairman advised that this issue was due to be discussed under ‘Matters of Urgency’.  Due to a prior engagement the resident left the meeting and was advised that he would be informed of the Council’s decision.
1) MINUTES
Minutes of the November meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. Two amendments were made and they were subsequently approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

2) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING – PARISH CLERK REPORT
The Parish Clerk presented a report that provided an update on the outstanding issues from the previous Parish Council meeting held on 15 November 2007 (see Appendix A).  Item 4 ‘Dropping of Kerb to Footpath on Bridge’​ required further discussion from the Council:
The Chairman informed the Council that the Highways Department had carried out a site visit of the A684/Hackforth Road junction area with a view to installing a traffic island to provide a safer crossing area for pedestrians.  They concluded that the road was not wide enough for a traffic island and this was confirmed by their engineers.  The Chairman distributed plans and stated that an alternative scheme had been proposed whereby a pedestrian area on the apron at the bottom of Blacksmith Bank would be colour marked and defined with four black colour steel bollards and the kerbed dropped and that a dropped crossing would also be installed on the opposite side of the road.  The scheme would be implemented February 2008 subject to the Council’s approval.

After some discussion the Council was in favour of this proposal but they did question the need for the bollards.  They were concerned that erecting bollards could possibly cause a problem with parking for adjacent residents and encourage those residents to park on the road.  This would as a result obstruct the view for those people trying to cross the road.  Whilst the Council had these concerns they felt that nevertheless they would not wish to see any delay in the implementation of the scheme.  The Clerk informed the Highways Department of their comments.
Councillor O’Neil asked if the Parish Clerk’s reports and Responsible Finance Officer’s report could be distributed to the Councillors with the agenda prior to the meeting.  The Council agreed.
4) UPDATE ON THE YOUTH SHELTER ON THE BATTS
The Chairman reminded the Council of the site visit that had taken place on 26 November 2007 to assess the Youth Shelter and Pinfold.  He stated that at this meeting a number of options had been discussed to alleviate the problem with the Youth Shelter:

· To leave the shelter in its current position but trim the willow trees to improve visibility.  This would require planning permission

· Plant a thorn hedge along the fence to make it difficult for youths to escape
· Restrict access and egress along Blind Lane.  It was pointed out however that as Blind Lane is a Green Lane vehicular movement had to be maintained.

Following this site visit a problem solving meeting had taken place on 17 December 2007.  This was attended by Councillors Smith and Gill; two Parishioners; Laurence Monaghan Youth Coordinator Manager Hambleton; John Brown North Yorkshire Probation Service; Graham Hind Highways; Geoff Lodge Hambleton District Council Antisocial Behaviour Coordinator; Jonathan Neale Village Hall Committee Chairman; PC Featherstone and PC Fleming.  The Chairman reported that after some discussion the general view was that the shelter should be relocated to the left of the street light on the Batts in order to improve visibility and deter youths from making a nuisance.  The Chairman stated that the Probation Service would move the shelter and administer anti-graffiti measures.  He also stated that he had made it known that the shelter was sitting on four stilts set in concrete and would therefore need to be moved carefully.  He went on to say that the Council would not incur any costs for the labour and that work would commence in April/May 2008.
Councillor O’Neil agreed that the shelter should be moved but felt that it could reintroduce the problem to the Pinfold unless posts were erected around the Pinfold to deter motorists from parking there.  The Council decided that the shelter should be relocated to the left of the light and that they would address any consequences should they occur.  The Clerk was asked to inform PC Fleming of their decision.

5) CORRESPONDENCE

A comprehensive list of all correspondence received has been circulated to the Councillors.  
· The Clerk informed the Council that the Post Office Area Plan Proposal stated that the proposal for Crakehall Post Office was to reduce the current opening times to a total of four hours weekly, visiting three times each week on Monday, Thursday and Friday from March 2008 and that this would be delivered by a mobile service located at St Gregory’s Close outside the Methodist Church.  The Clerk stated that the location was ambiguous and that further clarification had been requested from Hambleton District Council (HDC).  The Chairman declared an interest as a member of Hambleton District Council.

Whilst the Council was disappointed that changes had to be made to the existing Post Office they asked if that in addition to the mobile service stopping at the proposed location that it also stop in Little Crakehall on Mastil Lane near the notice board.  The Council also proposed two hours at each site on each of the days the Post Office would visit the village.  The Clerk has informed HDC.
· The Clerk asked the Council to complete a ‘Stakeholder Consultation on Car Park Charging’ questionnaire from HDC.

· CE Electric UK had offered ‘Preparing for Mother Nature’ leaflets containing advice on how to prepare for a power interruption.  The Council agreed that leaflets would be distributed to residents with the next Parish Council Newsletter.

· The Royal Air Force had sent the Council a 2008 Calendar to commemorate 90 years of the RAF.  The Chairman had offered this to Liz Smith whose late husband had served in the RAF.

· The Clerk asked the Council to complete a questionnaire regarding the draft affordable housing supplementary planning documents from HDC.  
6) FINANCE – RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER REPORT
1. The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) presented the transactions from 11 November 2007 to 14 January 2008 (see Appendix B).  The Chairman proposed that the Clerk send a letter of thanks to Mrs Milsom for her generous contribution which enabled a footpath diversion to occur.
Councillor O’Neil asked if money could be transferred from the Current Account to the Savings Account.  The RFO agreed.
2. The RFO announced that the Interim Audit had been carried out in December and that the internal auditor had not reported any problems.
3. The RFO presented the proposed new Financial Regulations and asked the Council to consider the limits he had set and to make amendments where necessary.  After some discussion the Council agreed to adopt these Financial Regulations.  The Chairman asked that a revised copy be circulated to each Councillor.
7) PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
There were no planning or development issues.
8) CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

At the last Parish Council meeting the Chairman had asked the Council to consider a rotating Chairmanship.  The Council agreed that they would adopt the rotating Chairmanship with a maximum term of office of two years.
9) GRASS CUTTING IN THE VILLAGE
This issue was discussed in the private sector of the meeting.  The Council agreed that Councillor Gill would supervise the grass maintenance.  This would consist of the Village Greens in Crakehall and Langthorne, the Batts, the cemetery and the play area at the Village Hall.
10) MATTERS OF URGENCY
1. The Council discussed the request from the resident of Bridge House.  The Chairman advised that the previous owner had installed grass mesh and the Council agreed that they would allow the current owner to reinstate a comparable material in order to protect the grass.  The Clerk was asked to contact Yorkshire Local Councils Association to investigate the legalities of access across Village Greens.  The Chairman has informed the resident of the Council’s decision.  

2. The Chairman reported that he had removed nine posts from the West Green opposite the Chapel that had rotted at the base.  These will be replaced if necessary.

3. The Clerk mentioned that two concrete posts had broken near the Bay Horse Inn.  The Chairman has reinstated them.

4. Councillor O’Neil announced that she had received a letter from Mrs Staniland requesting an article be included in the Parish Council Newsletter asking churchgoers not to park on the Village Green.  The Council stated that it could not be selective about parking but would ask in the Newsletter that Parishioners take due care and consideration and not to park on the Village Green particularly during the winter months.
5. Councillor Thompson raised concerns about the potential danger caused by cars parking on the corner outside Little Garth on Langthorne Road.  Whilst the Council could not prevent such parking, as this is a matter for the Police and/or Highways Authority, they agreed that the Chairman would express the concerns to the owner of the property.

6. It was reported that the road to Langthorne from Kirkbridge floods excessively during heavy periods of rain.  The Clerk will inform the Highways Department. 
7. The Clerk informed the Council that a reply had been received from Mrs Pocklington agreeing to replace a bench on the Village Green that was in disrepair in order to commemorate her late husband.
8. An invitation had been received from Bedale High School for their Annual Presentation Evening on 01 February 2008.  No members of the Council were able to attend.  
9. The Council was asked how they would proceed with the donation of the Cherry Tree from Mrs Steer.  Councillor Dent will replace the tree in spring.
10. The Chairman thanked those Councillors involved for removing the Christmas tree lights.
11. Councillor Gill reported that the grass cutter was in need of repair and that he and Stuart would carry out this work during the next few weeks.  He also stated that as the tractor was now out of warranty it would not be necessary to have it serviced this year.

11) DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 13 March 2008.
APPENDIX A

PARISH CLERK REPORT – 17 JANUARY 2008

1. WOODEN FENCING EITHER SIDE OF BECK WAS BROKEN – This was outstanding at the meeting on 13 September 2007 but omitted from the Parish Clerk Report distributed on 15 November 2007.  The fence was voluntarily repaired by Mr P Kind.

2. FOOTPATH TO NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS – The Countryside Ranger (CR) has waymarked the Crakehall end and is in negotiations with other landowners towards Newton-le-Willows.  

3. BLIND LANE – Highways at North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) have been asked to establish the responsibility of the maintenance of the trees and hedges at the bottom of this lane for future reference.  Awaiting a reply.

4. DROPPING OF KERB TO FOOTPATH ON BRIDGE – Councillor Smith met with Mr Hind from Highways at NYCC on 17 December 2007 to discuss the pedestrian crossing.  It was proposed that a new tactile crossing be constructed.


Parish Council Action:  The Council should discuss the proposal and provide comments.

5. ALTERING KERB AT BUS STOPS – The Passenger Transport department at NYCC have been contacted to request the possibility of introducing Kassel Kerbs (a concave-section made for modern low floor buses).  Awaiting the outcome of their investigations.
6. RETAINING WALL ON CORNER OF ST EDMUNDS HOUSE – All loose stones have been removed and stored on the verge for reuse.  Highways advised that the remedial work would be carried out before Christmas.  It has not yet been done.  The Clerk has requested a commencement date.
7. SIZE OF DROP FROM STILE ON A684 – The landowner has agreed to the proposed additional step at the field side of the stile (to make it a 2 step).  The Countryside Ranger will contact the Highways Area Office in Richmond to determine if the roadside verge at this location can be improved.

8. FOOTPATH FROM OLD CHAPEL IN LANGTHORNE TO COLIN BROWNS – Highways issued a letter on 07 November to the owners asking that they carry out the maintenance work to the wall.  The Clerk has requested an update.  

9. FOOTPATH TO LEFT AND RIGHT OF VILLAGE HALL GATE – NYCC have been contacted to ask if the funding allocations for 2008/2009 have now been agreed and if this scheme has attracted any funding.  Awaiting a reply.

10. WAR MEMORIAL – The stonemason is waiting to go into hospital.  He will contact us when he has recovered from his operation.
11. SEE-SAW – The maintenance/construction work on the see-saw was completed on 17 November.  Mr Kind has yet to fit the caps to cover the bolts.  
12. BRANCH OF WILLOW TREE IN BECK – Highways at NYCC have been contacted to request removal of this branch.  They stated that the tree is not within the public maintainable highway and is not their responsibility.  The Environment Agency has also been contacted but they too stated that they were not responsible.  Currently speaking with the Land Registry to determine if this land is registered.
13. LOOSE STONES ON THE WEIR – Trying to establish ownership of the weir.  The Environment Agency has stated that they are not responsible.  Currently in contact with the Land Registry to establish if the weir is registered.
14. DISINTEGRATION OF PAVEMENT OUTSIDE WINTON HOUSE ON CORNER OF HACKFORTH ROAD AND CORONATION ROAD – Highways have been informed.  Awaiting a response.
APPENDIX A (Continued)
15. BUS SHELTER IN CRAKEHALL* – The Passenger Transport department at NYCC have been asked if they could provide a shelter for the bus stop outside the Bay Horse Inn on the A684 travelling from Bedale to Leyburn.  Awaiting a reply.
*These issues occurred since the meeting on 15 November 2007.

NB – All actions have been verified by the Chairman.
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	Transactions since the last report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	From 11th November to 14th January
	
	Current 
	Account
	
	Savings 
	Account
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	
	
	5303.27
	
	
	437.64
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Village Shop – Walks leaflets
	21
	10.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mrs Milsom – donation for footpath expense
	23
	1019.68
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Headstone re David Gibson
	24
	110.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	22
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	1139.68
	
	
	2.90
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wicksteed Leisure
	22
	248.61
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A Kind
	23
	277.21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D O’Neil
	23
	193.33
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wicksteed Leisure
	24
	12.65
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NYCC
	25
	1198.12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1929.92
	
	
	0.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing Balance
	
	
	4513.03
	
	
	440.54
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








