CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th January 2006 in the Village Hall 

Present:   
Councillors:      Mr J Wilson (Chairman)        
Mr S Irwin
Mr D Smith
 
        
Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs K O’Neil
Mr T Starkey
 
County Councillor J Weighell    Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
          2 Parishioners   
PRE MEETING ITEMS 
1. Councillor Buck expressed concerns about the condition of the reinstatements carried out after the sewerage work in Langthorne. The road was very uneven and the manhole covers were badly fitting. It was planned that the Green be re-sown in spring, but he considered that the contractors should be contacted regarding the other problems. He also suggested that the donations promised to the village by Yorkshire Water, be restricted to tulip bulbs and flowering trees for the Green. This view was supported by Councillor Irwin.
2. Mr Lillistone asked why there had been no advertising by the Parish Council for the meeting in the Village Hall when The Fire Brigade and Police came to offer help and advice to Villagers. Mrs O’Neil explained that she had been contacted by the organisers, but too late for any notice to be circulated.
1) APOLOGIES: All Councillors were present.
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the November meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors subject to a minor amendment and were to be signed by the Chairman on receipt of the amended papers. 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE  PREVIOUS MEETING:
1.
The Clerk reported that he had received an estimate from Andy Clarke for additional fencing on the Batts and for car parking by the Pinfold. Councillors agreed with a 5 in favour and 1abstention that the fencing be initiated. The Clerk was to contact the contractor.
2. The War Memorials Trust had written to reject the application for a grant to realign the War Memorial. However Mrs O’Neil reported that she had had a conversation with an officer at Hambleton District Council and it had been suggested that a grant may be forthcoming from them. It was decided to delay the repairs until a second grant application was made.
3 The Clerk had received a letter from Snape Parish Council regarding the contracting of grass cutting. After discussion it was decided that at this time it was not possible to quote as there were difficulties with transporting the equipment and also in providing the manpower.

4. The Clerk reported that he had spoken to a welding contractor with a view to repairing the WI seat. The contractor had agreed to carry out the work but as yet had not started.

5. The Council had received a letter in November from the Highways Department stating that the problems highlighted would be looked at. This was not considered satisfactory and Councillor Weighell agreed to look into the matter on behalf of the Parish Council.

6. The Chairman expressed his thanks to Mr Irwin, Mr O’Neil and Mr Starkey for their help in setting up and removing the Christmas tree lights.

4)  CORRESPONDENCE;

Letters or e-mails had been received as follows:
a. Letters from the WRVS and the Citizens Advice Bureau asking for financial support. The requests were not granted.
b. A letter from Anne McIntosh M.P. regarding the surveys on the usage of the Village Post Office. The Clerk was to reply to the effect that the questionnaire was not appropriate for a collective body such as the Parish Council and had already been responded to by individual Councillors.
c. A meeting of the Hambleton District Liaison Committee was scheduled or the 13th March 2006. Councillor Smith reported that he would be attending and would express the views of the Parish where appropriate.

d. The Clerk reported that he had received the new fee list from the Audit Commission which would mean a 12.5 % increase for the auditing of the Parish accounts this year.

e. The land adjacent to 15 Ashdowne, would in future be designated as 15a Ashdowne.

f. A request from the Hambleton Strategic Partnership had been received and cards were distributed to Councillors for responses.
g. A meeting of the County Committee for Hambleton is scheduled for 23rd January 2006. Councillor Smith stated that he would be attending this meeting.

h. The new property in Station Road constructed for Mr Russell, would be designated  as Holly Tree House.

i. North Yorkshire County Council had written with the proposal to curtail the bus services through the Village due to the large subsidy needed to run them. The services were the last service each night and the Sunday service. The Clerk was asked to ascertain the numbers of passengers involved, particularly on the Sunday service.

A number of items were given to Councillors in the circulation folder to study at greater leisure. 
5)  FINANCE

a) The Clerk tabled a report showing the income and expenditure since the last meeting.
	
	
	Current Account
	Savings Account.

	Bal B/F
	
	
	2999.62
	
	421.32

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	
	
	
	

	Pickards - Headstone
	21
	100.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	100.00
	 
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	

	Spoiled cheque
	
	
	
	
	

	John Gill
	20
	204.45
	
	
	

	RoSPA
	21
	207.98
	
	
	

	K Kilding
	22
	265.00
	
	
	

	A Cole
	23
	25.00
	
	
	

	S Shields
	24
	25.00
	
	
	

	D O'Neil
	25
	536.95
	
	
	

	Crakehall filling station
	26
	28.28
	
	
	

	Youth Club 
	27
	268.00
	1560.66
	
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance carried forward
	
	
	1538.96
	
	421.32


   b) The Clerk reported that he had made the precept request as directed.
   c) The Clerk reported that the Interim Audit had been carried out and that there were no problems.
6)  PLANNING:


1. The application for access across the designated Village Green to Poplar Farm, Langthorne, was considered. It was emphasised that this type of application must be considered on its own merit. In this case the land was of poor quality and so the access would not be detrimental to the Village Green. The Clerk was asked to establish the legal situation and if appropriate pass on the Council’s agreement, with the proviso that the preferred surfacing be restricted to grasscrete or tracks.
2. The Appeal on the planning refusal at Dovecote Studio was discussed and it was considered that some of the comments were a misrepresentation of the Parish Council’s response to the application. 
The Council had only commented on the access and the effect of an over development in that section of the Village. That was the response which the Council had made to the District Council. It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Inspector to this effect.
7)  FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS
Councillor Buck stated that he considered that the bi-monthly meetings were not giving a good service to the parishioners and that information was not being circulated in a timely manner. Mrs O’Neil suggested
that, if a Councillor did miss a meeting, then the minutes were available, as was the ability to discuss any matters of importance with the Clerk and other Councillors. The circulation folder was entirely in the hands of Councillors to read and circulate in the time allowed. Councillor Irwin spoke about the difficulty of balancing the needs of the Council with work commitments, and this was supported by other Councillors. 
It was agreed that the folder should be circulated more speedily, beginning with the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllr. Irwin, Cllr. Starkey and Cllr. O’Neil.  Cllr Smith as the District Council representative for Firby and Rand Grange receives copies of this correspondence and therefore would not be included. 

Councillor Smith proposed that the meetings remain at alternate months for a further year. This was unopposed.
8)  POST OF CLERK AND RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER.
The Clerk spoke regarding the current situation where he was absent from the Village more frequently, but also emphasised that with the pending purchase of a new laptop he was always contactable. He offered to stand down if the Councillors considered it desirable. It was decided that the current situation should remain at least for the near future, but could be re-examined should circumstances change on either side.
9)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

1.
Councillor Starkey requested that the agenda for the next meeting contain an item regarding the footpath by the bus stop outside the church and the possibility of extending it.
2.  He also requested that the agenda for the next meeting contain an item regarding the problem of dog fouling on the Village Green. It was suggested that an article by Mr Buck on health issues with regard to dog faeces be placed in the Newsletter and school publications.
3.  Councillor Smith commented on the amount of litter on the road from Crakehall to Langthorne. This was thought to be items thrown by occupants of the school bus and car drivers who use the road as a picnic area. This again could be a item for the newsletter.
4. Mrs O’Neil appealed for possible items for the newsletter. It was suggested that the subject for the Villager profile should be Mrs Shirley Jobling. Councillor Irwin agreed to write the article.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thurs. 16th March 2006 at 7.30pm
