 CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th January 2005 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm.

Present:   
Councillors:         Mr J Wilson (Chairman)        
Mr N Buck
        
Mrs K O’Neil


Mr T Starkey 
Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)   
2 Parishioners   
PRE MEETING ITEMS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC:
1. Mr Lillistone reported that the street light outside number 5 Coronation Road was showing an intermittent fault which needed attention.
2. Mr Everett reported that the street light at the end of the footbridge was not working and also that the No Parking sign near his home had been damaged, and needed straightening.
1) APOLOGIES: Apologies were received from Mr Smith and Mr Irwin who could not attend due to other commitments. The apologies were accepted.
2) MINUTES:
Minutes of the December meeting had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
3) MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:
1.
The Chairman expressed his thanks to the team who had removed the Christmas lights.
2.
The Clerk reported that he had received notification regarding the proposed recycling centre to the effect that all the sites suggested were unsuitable except the Village Hall and that even this was not ideal.

3.
Thanks had been received from the Pinfold Ladies for the Christmas gifts.

4)  CORRESPONDENCE;
1.
A letter had been received by each Councillor regarding the possible house building adjacent to Dovecote Studio. This was not strictly a Council matter but the situation was discussed and the Clerk asked to respond to the effect that when an application was made it would be given the normal full consideration of the Council.
2.
An e-mail had been received from the Browns of Langthorne expressing concern as to a possible precept increase, and requesting information regarding the last tractor sale. ( So long ago that records were not available). The Clerk was asked to respond.

All other correspondence for information was to be circulated to Councillors. These were

1.
Clerk and Council Direct
2.
Hambleton Forum Programme,

3.
YLCA Advice note regarding the Freedom of Information Act.

4.
YLCA Advice note regarding Employment of Clerks.

5.
Hambleton District Council - Community News.

6.
North Yorkshire Police - Community Brief.

7. 
Training update for Local Councils.

8.
White Rose Update.

9.
Newton le Willows newsletter.

10.
RAF Community newsletter.

11.
Charity Commission newsletter.

5)  FINANCE
a)
The Clerk reported on the receipts and payments since the last meeting and these were accepted.









   
Current £
        Deposit £
Balances B/fwd





2181.53
4624.67




Receipts
Hambleton D.C. Grant

4000.00






Interest



2.07












4002.07






Payments
K Kilding

260.00






A Cole

30.00






J Taylor

30.00






Clerk’s Salary & Expenses
561.96






Village Hall

62.50






Allianz Cornhill
64.64












1009.10









         Balances C/fwd                                                                                            5174.50
        4624.67  
b)
The Clerk reported that new regulations had been introduced regarding the employment of Clerks. He suggested that as soon as the position was clear he would circulate Councillors with a proposed job description and contract.
c)  The possibility of a formal contract for grass cutting and general duties around the Village, and also a contract for the Cemetery Caretaker were discussed and the Clerk was to produce a suggested solution for the next meeting.
d)  The Clerk asked if details were available yet for the purchase of the tractor. This would enable him to apply to the Secretary of State for the necessary permission to accept a loan. The data was not available so he agreed to initiate the process by submitting estimated costs and also look into the repayment agreement.
e) 
The Internal Auditor presented his report on the first nine months of the financial year. He stated that the accounts were correct but would like to have more data in the minutes regarding evidence that the Council had agreed all transactions. This was agreed and would start immediately.

6)  PLANNING:

1.  The Clerk reported that the application regarding change of land use at Burtree Cottage had been withdrawn..

2.  The alterations to Kilngarth, Little Crakehall were discussed and the Council agreed that no objection would be raised.
7)  PLAYGROUND REPORT:


Mrs O’Neil reported that the playground facilities at the Village Hall were well under way, and the minor problems with the equipment at the Batts had been rectified.

It was suggested that when the second phase was ready for opening that Yorventure, being a major contributor, would like to be involved in the publicity, so the Press would be invited to photograph the first use.


The question of the street entry to the playground was discussed and the Clerk asked to contact Highways to request that a pavement be installed and a barrier to prevent children running directly onto the road.

8)  BEDALE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY PLAN FORUM:
   The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the Forum, to ask if the Council would like to nominate a representative to serve on the management committee. The Council were somewhat sceptical as to the benefits and the Clerk asked to respond.
9)  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT:


The Clerk reported that the new Act came into force this month but as far as he could ascertain the Parish was fully compliant. He was expecting to receive further information and as soon as a report could be generated he would present it to the Council.
10)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

1.  The Clerk reported that he had been contacted by Aiskew Burial Board regarding Cemetery charges and asked if the Council wished to review these charges. It was agreed that the item be placed on the next agenda and the Clerk present any data he could, at that time.

2.
It was reported that several tiles had been damaged on the roof of the Chapel in the Cemetery during the gales and that steps had been taken to have repairs carried out.


3.
The Clerk requested the assistance of a Councillor to carry out the annual Risk Assessment for the Parish. Councillor Irwin was to be asked to get involved.


4. 
Councillor Starkey thanked those people who helped clear the Green of the tree damage due to the gales.


5.
Councillor Starkey reported that the bird and bat boxes donated by the Crakehall WI had been sites and that perhaps the Friends of Crakehall School could be involved in the sitting in the school grounds and also to assist with the clearing of the beckside area prior to the annual duck race.


6.
The Clerk stated that the annual Parish meeting should be held during March. It was decided that it be held before the next Council Meeting and that the Clerk would make the necessary arrangements.

11)  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thurs 17th March 2005 at 7.30pm
