CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on Thursday 19 May 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr J Wilson (Chairman)

Mr J Neale (Vice-Chairman) 






Mr A Beal


Mr P Lodge

Mr D McIntosh Powrie

Mr D Thompson


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)

Mr D Smith (District Councillor and Retiring Chairman)

Mr M Gill (Retiring Vice-Chairman)

16 Parishioners 

         
  
1) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.    
2) COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND CODE OF CONDUCT
Councillors had completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and all had been duly witnessed by the Clerk.
3) COUNCILLORS’ REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS
Councillors had been issued with the Register of Interests forms and were requested that they be returned to the Clerk as soon as possible in order that they may be submitted to Hambleton Distrist Council within the decreed time limit.

4) ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Retiring Chairman David Smith requested nominations for the office of Chairman.  It was proposed that Councillor Wilson or Councillor Neale be elected as Chairman for the ensuing year.  Councillor Wilson accepted and was elected unopposed.  The Acceptance of Office form was completed and duly witnessed by the Clerk.  The new Chairman thanked David Smith for his commitment and contribution to the Parish. 
5) CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR FOR CRAKEHALL
The Chairman stated that following the election process there remained one vacancy for Councillor for Crakehall and that it was necessary to fill this vacancy before 24 June 2011.  Notices had been published on the notice boards, newsletter and website advertising the vacancy and four applications had been received from Phil Kelley, Paul Lodge, Sharon Nicol and Nigel Parkin.  The candidates had provided the Council with some information about themselves prior to the meeting and the Chairman gave each the opportunity to address the Council during the meeting.  The Clerk reported that instructions had been received from Hambleton District Council and the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations regarding the co-option procedure and that the Council would vote by show of hands.  The Clerk explained that for an applicant to be successful he/she must receive an absolute majority, ie three or more votes, therefore it could be necessary to have a second or subsequent rounds of voting, eliminating the candidate with the lowest number of votes in each round, until one candidate secured an absolute majority.

The members of the public were asked to leave the room to allow the Council to discuss the merits of each candidate.  Councillor Beal presented the Council with a letter expressing his disquiet regarding the prescribed co-option procedure.  The Chairman asserted that the Council was required to carry out the co-option process as directed by Hambleton District Council.  
The members of the public were invited back into the room and the Council voted on each candidate.  Following three rounds of voting the Council duly co-opted Paul Lodge to fill the vacancy.
6) DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND CODE OF CONDUCT FOR CO-OPTED COUNCILLOR

Councillor Lodge completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form which was duly witnessed by the Clerk.  He was also issued with the Register of Interests form.
7) ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
It was proposed that Councillor Neale be elected as Vice-Chairman.  Councillor Neale accepted.
8) SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR:
· Yorkshire Local Councils Associations – The Clerk expressed that such meetings were informative and considered beneficial to Councillors.  It was agreed that the Clerk would continue to act as one representative and that one Councillor would attend, on a rotational basis, as the second representative.

· Crakehall Village Hall Management Committee – Councillor Neale agreed to act as the Council’s representative.

· Community Path Initiative – The Chairman asked Mr Smith if he would continue to monitor the footpaths.  Mr Smith agreed to undertake this role for the ensuing year and would report any issues to the Clerk.
· Rector and Four and Twenty of Bedale – Councillor Neale would represent the Council for a further four years.  It was however unclear as to how many representatives were required and the Clerk was asked to seek clarification.  Should it be necessary to have two representatives Councillor Thompson agreed to act as the second representative.  
· Crakehall on the Web – Councillor Lodge and the Clerk would represent the Council.
9) MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20 MAY 2010
The minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 20 May 2010 had been circulated to each Councillor prior to the meeting.  They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.
10) CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr Smith, the retiring Chairman, presented his report for the year to 19 May 2011 (see Appendix A).    

11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business. 
APPENDIX A
Crakehall with Langthorne

Parish Council

Chairman’s Report

19th May 2011 

1. My opening paragraph has a certain familiarity to that of last year at this time, the only difference being that this time I know for certain that this is my last Chairman’s report for this Council!!  I have considered it a privilege and a pleasure to have served as your Chairman for the past four years.  I hope you will all agree with me that we have villages that deserve our care and attention and I have tried to ensure that we deliver on our responsibility  that they remain the “jewel in the crown” in the lower dales.

2. One of the best decisions that I made, almost four years ago was to appoint our current Clerk Mrs Anne Kind.  She has met all my expectations from that initial interview, proving to be a young lady of intelligence, tenacity, thoroughness and a sound knowledge of financial and administrative issue, and  someone with whom it has been a pleasure to work  during my term of office.  I am confident she will provide the same level of professional support for the new council and my successor as Chairman.
·  The past year has seen a number of long term projects brought to a satisfactory conclusion.  One area of our responsibility which is visited by the few but is the final resting place for the many is the Cemetery.  Many many hours over the past four years have been spent in tidying and reviving this quiet place. Regular grass cutting and strimming, substantial tree work, repairing of headstones and the care of the surrounding hedges.  I was delighted that we were able last year to appoint Rebecca Crowe who has continued to maintain the Cemetery to a high standard.  We do not purport to be able to maintain a standard of the Commonwealth War Graves, but we should always aim to maintain a place of peace and serenity.

·  The work continued throughout the year of transferring ownership of the Weir to the Parish Council from the Manorial waste of land previously in the ownership of Lord Downshire.  I do not intend to go into detail on this protracted transaction as it has been well documented in the Parish Council minutes and the Village Newsletter.  Sufficient to say that the present Parish Council together with the wider community can now decide what action, if any they should initiate to maintain this feature, both aesthetically and for the future  benefit of Crakehall Water Mill.

·  The wild flower area adjacent to Brookside was much admired from near and far during last summer, so much so that your council decided that we should repeat the grandiose display.  This necessitated a great deal of site preparation, but eventually we finished the task, the seed was sown, and those eagle eyed among you will have noticed the first signs of green as the flowers begin their journey to full colour.  I hope they bring a great deal of pleasure to all as they pass by, either on foot, cycle or vehicular transport.  Again thanks have been expressed via the Newsletter to those who helped to make this happen.

·  On the whole footpaths have been well maintained with a new kissing gate installed between the Mill/Pounder fields and it is hoped a similar improvement will take place on the footpath from Crakehall to Kirkbridge.  This is work in progress and I will report the outcome to the Parish Clerk as soon as possible. It would be remiss of me, in this my final report, not to say a special thank you to the farmers and landowners who help to maintain these footpaths around our villages.  We are very lucky to have such lovely walks to enjoy and we should treasure, appreciate and follow the country code when out and about in our pleasant area.

·  Last year I welcomed Margaret Milsom as our new editor of the Newsletter, sadly this year we will be looking for some one to take on this role as Margaret has now resigned.  I would like to record my personal appreciation to Margaret for her work and wish both her and Barry all the best for the future.

·  Paul Neasham continues in his role as our internal auditor and both Anne and I are most grateful to Paul for his guidance in all matters financial.

·  My thanks as always to the volunteers who tirelessly do their bit to look after our villages.  No matter how small every little helps and I would want you all to know it is very much appreciated.

·  I have already mentioned Rebecca for her work in the Cemetery.  Other members of the Parish Council team who have done a splendid job during the past year are Stuart Shield, our Tractor man, and Dave Powrie the strimming painter.  What a team!!!!!

APPENDIX A (Continued)

· So, finally as I sign off for the last time, my thanks to my fellow councillors, our dedicated clerk and to you all for your support.  I have tried to ensure I leave behind a Parish Council financially secure, a sound administrative structure, villages in good heart and the will to make it happen.  I wish the new Chairman and Parish Council every success in the years ahead.

David H Smith

Chairman

Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council







