CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on Thursday 15 May 2008 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present:   
Councillors:      Mr D Smith (Chairman)

Mrs K O’Neil (Vice-Chairman)





Mr J Wilson


Mr D Thompson 


        
Mr M Gill


Mrs A Kind (Parish Clerk)

Mr D O’Neil (Responsible Finance Officer)

PC Lee Featherstone

5 Parishioners 

         
  
1) APOLOGIES
All Councillors were present.
2) MINUTES
Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 17 May 2007 had been circulated to each Councillor. They were approved by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

3) ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Councillor Smith vacated the position of Chairman and Councillor O’Neil requested nominations for the office of Chairman.  Councillor Smith when asked stated that he would be willing to stand again as Chairman.  There were no other nominations.  The Council voted unanimously that Councillor Smith should be re-elected.  The Acceptance of Office form was completed and witnessed by the Clerk.
4) ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
It was proposed that Councillor O’Neil be re-elected as Vice-Chairman.  Councillor O’Neil questioned whether it was appropriate for her to continue to serve as Vice-Chairman as she was no longer a resident of the Parish.  The Council reiterated that as legislation states that any councillor must reside within three miles of the parish as the crow flies, Mrs O’Neil was eligible to be a councillor for the Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council and they proposed that she be re-elected as Vice-Chairman.  Councillor O’Neil accepted.
5) CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman presented his report for the year to 15 May 2008 (see Appendix A).  

6) SELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR:
· Yorkshire Local Councils’ Association – Councillor O’Neil and Mr O’Neil agreed to continue as the Council’s representatives.

· Crakehall Village Hall Management Committee – Councillor Dent agreed to act as the Council’s representative.

· Community Path Initiative – The Chairman advised that whilst this initiative no longer existed he agreed to monitor the footpaths.

· Rector and Four and Twenty of Bedale – It had been agreed at the Annual Council Meeting on 17 May 2007 that the elected representatives at that meeting would stand for four years.  Mr O’Neil and Mr Neale would therefore continue for a further three years.
7) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business. 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm

APPENDIX A

Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council

Chairman’s Report

15th May 2008

1. It hardly seems a year ago that Nick Buck was presenting the Chairman’s Report for the year ending May 2007.  Your new Council has been in Office now for a full year and the strains and stresses of being a local Councillor are now better known by those who were elected for the first time last May.
2. It is also a year ago that Katherine and I interviewed for a new Clerk and we were indeed very fortunate to be able to appoint a young lady Mrs Anne Kind who had recently moved to the village of Crakehall with husband Paul and their two children.  Anne has proved to be a great asset to the Council following a tradition of competence and thoroughness set by her predecessors.  As your Chairman I am especially grateful to Anne for her support throughout the year.
3. This will be Denis O’Neil’s final meeting as the R.F.O. as he hands over this responsibility to Anne at the end of June 08.  My thanks to Denis for agreeing to undertake this duty over the past year and of course for his time as our Parish Clerk.
4 This has been an eventful and busy year with a number of tasks completed that have been in the planning process for a number of years.

· Our first Problem Solving Group was formed to address an issue with the Teenage Shelter.  This was as a result of a questionnaire circulated by the Police which clearly indicated this to be an issue that you’re Council needed to address.  Site visits were made and meetings held to determine the best way forward to resolve the problem.  The outcome of all of this was that a team of “pressed men” better known as volunteers relocated the shelter at the end of April 2008.  Our grateful thanks to all concerned.
· Play equipment is now regularly inspected by Paul Kind and in addition Paul has re-conditioned the See Saw which is now as new.  This required many hours of work and the Council are most appreciative.
· Footpaths & Bridleways A Kissing Gate is now installed at the Watermill and I understand many of our active members find this to be very beneficial.  Other improvements have been made to footpaths and bridleways and I would like to record my thanks to Andrew Hall Countryside Ranger for all his efforts.  On the down side we are still awaiting confirmation from Highways as to maintenance responsibility for the hedge in blind lane.
· Highways It is two or three years since Katherine and I walked the village with Officers of N.Y.C.C to highlight outstanding pieces of work.  I am delighted that some of these have come to fruition, namely the Dropped Kerbs to assist pedestrians to cross the A684.  Warning flashing lights to warn motorists of the possibility of children crossing to School.  A safety fence outside the Play area at the Village Hall.  Patching work on roads which has now been completed.  An area of disappointment is the failure to complete the pathway on Coronation Road – a full report on the reasons why is now available for Councillors to discuss.
· Grass Cutting Machinery   This has all been serviced and the Paddock Topper repaired.  They are now in operational use and the Tractor and Cutter have been moved to a new garage at Burtree Farm.  Our thanks to Andrew & Ange Shield for their generosity.
· Repairs & Maintenance   Fences alongside the beck have been repaired by Paul and Village Seats repaired, repainted and relocated.  I hope they will continue to provide many restful hours for future users.
· Web Site   This continues to be maintained by George Brewster and is been increasingly used by parishioners to access information.  A great Village asset.  Thank you George.
· Newsletter   Our Editor continues to work diligently to produce the news and views of our villages.  I am sure she would welcome more input from any source.  Thank you Katherine for the work that you do in producing this newsletter.
· I could not conclude this report without a special thank you to the many volunteers who help in countless ways to try and keep our villages the attractive places to live that we all enjoy.  We could not manage without you, so a very big thank you to all of you.
David H Smith

Chairman

Crakehall with Langthorne Parish Council






