CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th May 2007 in Crakehall Village Hall at 7.50p.m.


Present:   
Mr N Buck (retiring Vice-Chairman)



Mrs K O'Neil


Mr M Gill



Mr D Smith


Mr C Dent



Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
8 Parishioners
Apologies:     Mr J Wilson (Illness).
Mr Buck opened the meeting and congratulated the Councillors who had been elected and offered commiserations to the unsuccessful candidates.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20h May 2006 were approved and then signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Councillor O’Neil nominated Mr Smith as Chairman and this was seconded by Councillor Gill. This was carried unanimously. The Acceptance of Office Form was to be completed and witnessed by the Clerk.
Councillor Smith then took the chair.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:

Councillor Smith nominated Councillor O’Neil as Vice-Chairman and this was seconded by Councillor Thompson. This was carried unanimously.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

The retiring Vice-Chairman (Mr Buck) presented his report on the year to 31st March 2007.
See appendix 1

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES:

Yorkshire Local Councils' Association. 
Councillor O’Neil agreed to continue in this role with the Clerk as the second representative. 

Parish Council Representative on the Village Hall Committee.

Councillor Dent agreed to act as the Council’s representative.

Footpaths Initiative

Although the Initiative has effectively ceased, Councillor Smith agreed to represent the Council in these matters.

Rector and four and twenty of Bedale
The Clerk outlined the need to have the period of nomination in line with the Council period of office. He agreed to continue for a further four years. Mr Everett was unable to continue and Mr J Neale was nominated in his place.
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT
The Clerk reported that he had examined the risk assessment but considered that as there was a new Council, they should decide who should make the investigation and report. It was suggested that Mr Irwin be approached to continue in this role. It was discovered that Mr Kelly was knowledgeable on this topic and so it was suggested that he should also be asked to become involved. The Clerk was to speak to the two gentlemen and report to the next meeting of the Council.
VILAGE PLAN.
This was discussed and it was decided that both Councillors and the community should look at the plan and consider where the Parish goes from here. The plan will be discussed at a later meeting.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Mr Pocklington raised the problem of mud on Blind Lane and it was suggested that what was needed was for Mr Pounder to scrape the area with the tractor bucket to level the surface.
2.  The gate on the footpath at the Mill was discussed and Councillor Smith agreed to meet with Mr Neale and a County representative to decide how to finalise the matter.

The meeting closed at 8.30.

APPENDIX 1

CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT – May 2007
Report from the Chair.

1. First my apologies for the fact that you find me chairing this meeting. You will all have expected John Wilson, but many of you will have heard that he is in the Darlington Memorial Hospital with a worrying eye condition. I am sure that all of you will wish him a speedy and uncomplicated recovery.

2. The year has been relatively uneventful. It is the first full year that the council has held its meetings on alternative months. With the volume of work that the last year has experienced, and possibly with the use of electronic communications and a diligent parish clerk, this seems to have proved to be acceptable, but will be kept under review.

3. I want to mention some potential changes that will impact all local government. It seems possible that North Yorkshire may be subject to the imposition of what is known as “Unitary System”. This will involve the dissolution of the district councils, including Hambleton DC, which will be replaced by six local offices of the North Yorkshire County Council. I do not wish to enter into a debate over this. The Council and interested public have had the opportunity to make representation over this. The point I would like to make is that this may result in the expectation of greater responsibilities from the Parish Council. I think this development should be watched very carefully. Parish Councillors provide a service that carries no remuneration and all attend meetings, provide their time and attend training courses entirely at their own expense. The Parish Clerk alone receives payment, which in my view does not fully compensate for the time devoted to the duties. Some time ago Central Government introduced a scheme for local councils to obtain “Quality Council” recognition; this involved the provision of parish clerk training and was, in my opinion, ill-conceived for parish councils. The Parish Clerk already has a responsible and quite onerous position which requires training. The evolving system should be monitored and advantage taken of suitable training for both Clerk and Councillors, but it can no longer be assumed that this should be voluntary.

4. In compensation for the disruption caused by upgrading of the sewage system in Langthorne, the Council received £500 from Yorkshire Water. This has provided a beech tree for the green in Langthorne and notice board improvements in Langthorne and Crakehall. The notice board in Crakehall will display the Parish footpaths and a series of pocket maps has been produced by Councillor O’Neil.
5. Two council employees, Ken Kilding and Alan Cole, have retired from their respective positions. The Council wish to thank both for their work in various capacities over a long period of time.

6. After this meeting there will be a few changes on the Council. The Parish Clerk, Denis O’Neil, will retire and a replacement is being sought. Denis has generously offered to help the new officer find his feet. Stuart Irwin, a long serving and loyal servant for Crakehall, and myself are also retiring as councillors. Following the recent election there will be some further changes that will be announced at the commencement of the Council AGM.

7. My final point is an appeal to parishioners. The Council meets in this village hall every second month, usually on the third Thursday. It is attended by the Council members and usually no more than two or three parishioners. My appeal is simply this, you live in two attractive villages without too many problems, if you want things to remain that way, please come to our meetings, bring you observations and debate your problems. The Council would welcome many more to attend. Thank you. 

N G Buck 16 May 2007
