CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th May 2006 in Crakehall Village Hall at 7.30p.m.


Present:   
Mr J. Wilson (Chairman)
Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)



Mr Irwin 


Mrs K O'Neil



Mr D Smith


Mr Starkey



Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)
2 Parishioners
Apologies:     There were no apologies.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 19h May 2005 were approved and then signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Councillor Irwin proposed that Mr Wilson  be elected as Chairman for a further year and this was carried. The Acceptance of Office Form was to be completed and witnessed by the Clerk .

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:

Mr Buck was re-elected as Vice-Chairman
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

The Chairman presented his report on the year to 31st March 2006.
See appendix 1

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES:

Councillors Buck and O’Neil agreed to continue as the Council's representatives for the Yorkshire Local Councils' Associations. 
Councillor Starkey agreed to continue to represent the Parish on the Village Hall Management Committee and Councillor Smith will remain as the Council's representative for the Community Footpath Initiative.
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT
The Clerk was to arrange this with Councillor Irwin.
VILAGE PLAN.
This had been reviewed in July 2005 and leaflets of the revised plan sent to Parishioners with the August Newsletter. Since then other issues had been dealt with such as the revival of the Youth Club and the use of the Village Hall grounds for play. Another formal review will be carried out next year.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

As there was no other business, the meeting closed at 8:05p
APPENDIX 1

CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT

This last year has been relatively quiet for the Parish Council after the past years of dealing with the play areas and grass cutting machinery for the village greens. It is pleasing to see the play equipment being well used. Unfortunately the youth shelter is giving us some cause for concern with the amount of empty beer cans and other unsightly objects littering the surrounding area of the Batts. There have also been issues of late night disturbance, which the Police dealt with.

It was very disappointing news when the Council was addressed by representatives of the Post Office, who outlined proposed changes to the service offered in the village. This has led to the closing of the Post Office run by Mrs Shirley Jobling for many years, and a service provided by Bedale Post Office, housed within the same premises, but open only 12 hours per week.

Major works by Yorkshire Water have been carried out in Langthorne to improve the village sewerage system. Unfortunately there have been concerns about the condition of the reinstatements carried out after the work. Yorkshire Water has a fund to provide gifts as recompense to parishes for upheaval caused by their works.

The experiment of bi-monthly meetings has been extended, as it does seem to have reduced the work load for the Clerk and Council. Lists of information are now going to be e-mailed to all Councillors, so they can decide which items are of interest and request a copy from the Clerk. This trial is going to be aided by the fact that Hambleton District Council is soon to start sending all correspondence by e-mail as a pilot initiative with our Council.

Finance and planning take up much of the Parish Council’s time. After much discussion about budgets and calculations by the clerk, we only increased the parish precept by 3% to cover rises by inflation.

Unfortunately despite letters to the Highways Department of North Yorkshire County Council and Councillor John Weighell, the kerbing has not been completed on the Langthorne Road as promised.

Residents have been regularly informed of what is going on in the Parish with contact details for all Councillors by the newsletter edited by Councillor O’Neil and I thank you for this work.

We are grateful to residents of our villages for the voluntary work done on the upkeep of the Village Greens, Batts, Pinfold and surrounding areas, particularly by Mr Alan Cole and Mr Stuart Shield. I would like to thank Mr Ken Kilding for his work in the cemetery, keeping it tidy and well trimmed. The tree lights were put up again this year and I thank Councillors Irwin and Starkey and Denis O’Neil for their help; it is much appreciated.

In conclusion I wish to thank our clerk, Mr Denis O’Neil, for his help to me as Chairman and to the Council with his knowledge and attention to detail. To all Councillors for their commitment, help and support during the year in working together for the benefit of the villages, County Councillor, John Weighell, and District Councillor, David Smith, for their advice.

Thank you.

J.D.Wilson (Chairman)
