CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th May 2005 in Crakehall Village Hall at 7.30p.m.


Present:   
Mr J. Wilson (Chairman)





Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)



Mr D Smith



Mrs K O'Neil



Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)



5 Parishioners

Apologies:     Mr Irwin and Mr Starkey had offered their apologies, which were accepted.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20h May 2004 were approved and then signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Mr Wilson vacated the position of Chairman and Mr David Smith was invited to take the chair in his capacity as District Councillor. He requested nominations for the office of Chairman for the coming year. Councillor Buck proposed that Mr Wilson should be elected as Chairman for a further term.  This was seconded by Councillor O’Neil. There were no other nominations so Mr Wilson was duly elected. The Acceptance of Office Form was to be completed and witnessed by the Clerk .

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:

Councillor Smith proposed that Councillor Buck should be re-elected as Vice Chairman. The nomination was seconded by Councillor O’Neil. As there were no other nominations, it was agreed that Mr Buck be duly elected to continue to serve as Vice Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

The Chairman presented his report on the year to 31st March 2005.
See appendix 1

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES:

Councillor Wilson proposed that Councillors Buck and O’Neil should continue as the Council's representatives for the Yorkshire Local Councils' Associations. This was unanimously agreed. Both accepted the re-appointment. 
Councillor Wilson proposed the Mr Starkey continue to represent the Parish on the Village Hall Management Committee, seconded by Councillor O’Neil.. The motion was carried unanimously. It was proposed that Mr Smith remain as the Council's representative for the Community Footpath Initiative.
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT
The activities involved in risk assessment had been discussed throughout the year and a review has been carried out by Councillor Irwin and the Clerk to ensure that all risks were managed. This review had been reported to the Council at the March meeting.
VILAGE PLAN.
The need to review the Village Plan was recognised and Councillor O’Neil suggested that she and Councillor Smith carry out the review and present a paper to the next Parish Council meeting. This was agreed. As an example of the inconsistencies of the planning processes, Councillor Buck pointed out that the map used by Hambleton District Council in its Planning Review differed from the map held by the Parish. This had been pointed out to Hambleton District Council.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

There was no other business.

The meeting closed at 8:10pm









APPENDIX 1
CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT

This year sees the conclusion of several projects by the Parish Council. A major project without doubt has been the play areas and I am pleased that Phase three has now been completed on the Village Green. We now have three quality play areas with substantially built items supplied by Climb’n’Slide. There is equipment suitable for all ages and a shelter on the Batts. As part of Phase two at the Village Hall extra tarmac hard-standing car parking spaces have also been provided. Expenditure to date on the playgrounds has been £32645.87 but fortunately we have received grants totalling £27722.50 and donations from parishioners of £705, which includes money from Brownies and Guides, from a Coffee Morning held by Teresa Hepworth and also individual donations. At this point I would like to thank Councillor Katherine O’Neil for her tremendous work in obtaining this large amount of grant aid towards the play areas. Grants have come from North Yorkshire County Council, Yorventure, Awards for All, Hambleton District Council, The Countryside Agency, The Rector and Four and Twenty of Bedale and the Area Committee for Hambleton. I would like to express my grateful thanks all. A picnic table has also been donated by Mr Barry Reed, in memory of his wife, for use in the Village Hall play area.

 Another major item of expense has been the purchase of a new tractor and mower for cutting the grassed areas of the villages, for which we have also received a grant of £5000 thanks to Yorkshire Forward. The total cost of the tractor was £8200 and £650 for the mower. I would like to thank Mr Malcolm Gill for his help in negotiating the deals for tractor and mower. Six offers have been received for the old tractor and will be dealt with at the next meeting.

We also have had the Village Green kerbed on the roadsides towards Langthorne, which has done much to stop the erosion of the Greens particularly in wet weather. Unfortunately there is a section of this still to be completed as soon as funds are available from North Yorkshire Highways Department.

I, as Chairman, invited residents to an Annual Parish Meeting, which was held in March, when several parishioners came to air their views. The main points discussed were the condition of the trees round the Village Green and various options for the cutting of the Village greens. A problem of speeding cars along Hackforth Road was brought to our attention and it was requested that signs might be put up to warn drivers of the narrow roads and bends, as several had left the road recently.

Once again finance and the precept took up much of our time and a small rise of £500 was agreed to help cover the increase in costs, particularly insurance costs of the new play equipment, tractor and mower. There will also be an increase in the audit fee this year because of the amount of money turned over. Mr A. Mahoney has resigned from the post of internal auditor, as he is leaving the area and I thank him for his work. Mrs Julie Cape will take over for the internal audit in the autumn. Efforts have been made to reduce the workload on the Council and in particular the Clerk, so for a year, we are experimenting with bi-monthly meetings. It was also unanimously agreed that the Clerk does not need permission to pay invoices and all that was necessary was to report on the payments each meeting. The benefits of Quality Council Status were also discussed and it was decided that, at the present time, there would be little to be gained other than the status. The burden that would be placed on the Council would outweigh the benefits.  The Village Newsletter will continue to be produced to inform residents about the Parish Council and other activities. I thank Councillor O’Neil for this.

Yorkshire Water held a presentation in the Village Hall regarding the proposed sewerage scheme in Langthorne. Despite the large costs involved, the scheme will be started in the near future.

We are again indebted to residents of our villages for the voluntary work done on the upkeep of the Village Greens, Batts, Pinfold and surrounding areas particularly by Mr Alan Cole. I would also like to thank Mr Ken Kilding for his work in the cemetery to keep it tidy and well trimmed. The tree lights were put up again this year and I thank Councillors Irwin, Starkey and the Clerk for their help. It is much appreciated.

In conclusion I wish to thank our Clerk, Mr Denis O’Neil, for his help to me as Chairman and to the Council with his knowledge, attention to detail, and very careful financial planning with the large amounts of money handled this year. Thanks too to all Councillors for their commitment, help and support during the year in working together for the benefit of our villages, and also to County Councillor, John Weighell, and District Councillor, David Smith, for their advice.

Thank you

J.D.Wilson (Chairman)

