CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 20th May 2004 in Crakehall Village Hall at 7.30p.m.


Present:   
Mr J. Wilson (Chairman)





Mr N Buck (Vice-Chairman)



Mr S Irwin

Mr D Smith



Mrs K O'Neil



Mr T Starkey



Mr D O’Neil (Parish Clerk)



3 Parishioners

Apologies:        All Councillors were present
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 15th May 2003 were approved and then signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Mr Wilson vacated the position of Chairman and Mr David Smith was invited to take the chair in his capacity as District Councillor. He requested nominations for the office of Chairman for the coming year. Councillor Irwin proposed that Mr Wilson should be elected as Chairman for a further term.  This was seconded by Councillor Buck. Councillor Wilson proposed that Mr Buck be nominated but Mr Buck declined on the grounds that, as the Councillor for Langthorne, he represented only a small section of the community. There were no other nominations so Mr Wilson was duly elected. The Acceptance of Office Form was to be completed and witnessed by the Clerk .

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:

Councillor Smith proposed that Councillor Buck should be re-elected as Vice Chairman. The nomination was seconded by Councillor Irwin. As there were no other nominations, it was agreed that Mr Buck be duly elected to continue to serve as Vice Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

Councillor Wilson began his report by saying that it was unfortunate that, after the election the Council was a member short since not enough were nominated. However after two rounds of voting Mr Trevor Starkey was co-opted onto the Council. The Council, as it now stands, is a good mix of new and experienced Councillors who have worked well together for the good of the community.
Mr Wilson went on to report that Councillor O’Neil had stepped down as Parish Clerk and after the post was advertised, Mr Denis O’Neil was appointed. Mr Wilson thanked Mrs O’Neil and said she would be a hard act to follow. She was thanked for the production of the Village Newsletter which she still continues to do.
After many years it has been useful to have a police presence in the village and PC Fleming was thanked for his attendance at meetings to update the Council on current problems. The police involvement included the talk given be PC Cook, the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator. This has re-established the Neighbourhood Watch network in the Parish with Mr Ernie Flowers as the Co-ordinator for Crakehall and Amanda Brown for Langthorne.
Much time and effort has been spent on the Village Plan and in particular the play areas for the three age groups. The efforts of Mrs O’Neil and Mrs Karen Cleary were especially praised. There has been a major setback in funding due to the reduction in aid from the Countryside Agency but the ladies were adapting the plans and looking at alternative sources of funding. The other main benefit of the Plan has been the Youth Bus, which visits the Village weekly, and it is planned to try to form a more permanent youth club at the Village Hall, as soon as volunteers have been found and trained.
The provision of a re-cycling centre in the village has been investigated but not implemented as yet due to objections from residents and the N.Y.C.C. Highways Department to the proposed sites.
Despite the plans to buy new grass cutting equipment and other schemes in the village, the precept was set at the same level as last year. Thank were expressed to Councillor Irwin for his work on risk assessment and to Mr Mahoney for his work as Internal Auditor.

Mr Wilson spoke of the Council’s gratitude to residents of the village for the work done on the upkeep of the Green, Batts and other areas. In particular he thanked the ladies who have worked on the Pinfold and to Mr Kilding for his work in the cemetery. The Christmas lights were put up again this year and thanks were given to the volunteers involved.
Finally Mr Wilson expressed his thanks to County Councillor John Weighell of North Yorkshire County Council and District Councillor David Smith for their advice and interest in the affairs of the Parish Council.

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES:

Councillor Irwin proposed that Councillors Buck and O’Neil should continue as the Council's representatives for the Yorkshire Local Councils' Associations. This was seconded by the Chairman and unanimously carried. Both accepted the re-appointment. 
Councillor Wilson proposed the Mr Starkey continue to represent the Parish on the Village Hall Management Committee, seconded by Councillor O’Neil.  The motion was carried unanimously. It was proposed that Mr Smith remain as the Council's representative for the Community Footpath Initiative.
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT
The activities involved in risk assessment had been discussed throughout the year thanks to the work carried out by Mr Irwin in drawing up the list of topics for consideration. In particular these were:-

1. Volunteers’ equipment. The Council needs to be satisfied that this is checked regularly to  ensure safety and so inclusion on the Council’s insurance.

2. Mr Smith proposed that in future it would be left to the Clerk to alert the Council to any problems and to initiate the necessary discussions. This was agreed.
Mr Cole and Mr Morris were thanked for their efforts on behalf of the community.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

There was no other business.

The meeting closed at 8:05pm

