CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2003 in Crakehall Village Hall at 7.30p.m.


Present:   Councillors:  
Mr J. Wilson (Chairman)

Mr N Buck (Vice Chairman)

            



Mr D Smith (District Councillor)
Mrs K O'Neil  (Parish Clerk)

    Parishioners  
4 

Apologies:         Mr S Irwin (on holiday)

DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:

Councillors completed the forms which were duly witnessed.

REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS:

Existing Councillors completed these immediately and the new Councillors would return them within the decreed time limit.

CHANGE OF SIGNATORIES ON TSB ACCOUNTS:

It was agreed that the new signatories would be the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Councillors Irwin and Smith. Completion of the form was deferred until after the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on  9th May 2002 were taken as read.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Mr Wilson vacated the position of Chairman and Mr David Smith was invited to take the chair. He requested nominations for the office of Chairman for the coming year. It was proposed by the Vice-Chairman and seconded by Councillor O’Neil that Mr Wilson should be elected as Chairman for a further term. There were no other nominations so Mr Wilson was duly elected. The Acceptance of Office Form was completed and witnessed by the Clerk.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:

Councillor Smith proposed that Councillor Buck should be re-elected as Vice Chairman. This was seconded by Mrs O’Neil and Mr Buck was duly elected.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

Councillor Wilson began his report by mentioning the production of the Parish Plan, which had involved much effort with public and group meetings during the year. The Plan had highlighted the need for youth facilities in the Parish.

The successful Queen’s Jubilee celebrations were marked with the Council presenting each child in the Parish with a commemorative mug and also the opening of a new footpath along the Batts. The latter was followed by a public walk along one of the many routes recently improved with funding and support from the County Council. Particular thanks were given to Mrs Shepherd of the County Council and Councillor Lillystone for their efforts in achieving this.

Mr Wilson mentioned the many new regulations, which had come into force during the year: the Code of Local Members’ Conduct, The Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme, new Government regulations for access across Village Greens, the need for Risk Assessment and Health and Safety Policies. Mr A Mahoney had been appointed as the new Internal Auditor.

Confusion over street names in Little Crakehall had hopefully been resolved with the erection of new street signs. New Christmas lights had been bought and proved to be a vast improvement on previous ones. The Chairman thanked Councillors Dent Irwin and Walker as well as Mr M Lumley and Robert Wilson for helping to erect them. He also thanked the volunteers who carry out so much work on the Village Green and throughout the Parish to maintain its appearance. Mr Kilding was thanked for his work in maintaining the cemetery so well.

Councillor Wilson also extended thanks to Councillors Weighell and Smith for their help, advice and interest in village affairs. He thanked the Clerk for her enthusiasm and commitment.

A final thank-you was extended to the Councillors who did not seek re-election this year, who have given years of dedication to the Parish and whose knowledge of Council affairs will be missed. One co-opted place will be filled at the June Council meeting.  

The Chairman concluded by reading the Parish’s vision for the future as stated in the Parish Plan:

Our vision for the future is one where the Parish will remain  a viable and attractive environment in which all sections of the community can live. This will be achieved by enhancing and developing the features, which give the Parish its distinctiveness today.

The Vice-Chairman thanked Mr Wilson for his report and also for his work as Chairman.

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES:

It was agreed that Councillors Buck and O’Neil would be the Council's representatives for the Yorkshire Local Councils' Associations. The decision on who would be the representatives on the Village Hall Management Committee and the Community Footpath Initiative would be deferred until the new Council member was co-opted at the June meeting.

ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT:

New financial regulations required the need for an annual risk assessment. The basis for this had been prepared by Councillor Irwin but in his absence it was agreed that this should be considered at the next Council meeting in June and would be annually reviewed at this meeting.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Mr H Lillystone asked if his letter of application for the vacant Council position could be read out. This was done.

Mr E Flowers asked if the Council would support a query he had made to the Hambleton District Planning Department concerning the maintenance of Kilngarth Wood. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the District Council about this. Mr Flowers also asked for an update on the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. The Clerk reported that she was waiting for the Police to confirm that a representative would be attending the June Council meeting with a view to revamping the Scheme and hopefully to appoint a new co-ordinator. Parishioners would be notified of this in the next Newsletter.

Mrs M Connelly asked if the letters from other applicants for the vacant Council position could be read out too. This was done.

Mr Lillystone also asked why the Police attendance at Parish council meetings had ceased. Councillor Smith suggested it was for financial reasons.

Mrs Connelly asked about the possibility of diverting the footpath from Crakehall to Kirkbridge at the point where it stops half way down one field and passes through a gate into another. She also asked about the reasoning behind the erection of high stiles which were difficult for the elderly as opposed to kissing gates. Mr Lillystone explained that this was done because stiles were cheaper. The Council agreed to look into the cost of a diversion, which did appear logical.

The meeting closed at 8.10pm

