CRAKEHALL WITH LANGTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2002 in Crakehall Chapel at 7.30p.m.


Present:   
Mr J. Wilson (Chairman)





Mr C Dent




Mr S Irwin

Mr H Lillystone




Mrs K O'Neil (Parish Clerk)




Mr J Weighell (County Councillor)




Mr D Smith (District Councillor)




4 Parishioners

Apologies:         Mr N Buck (Vice Chairman) - working abroad


 Mr J Walker - in hospital

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:


The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 17th May 2001 were approved and then signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Mr Wilson vacated the position of Chairman and Mr David Smith was invited to take the chair. He requested nominations for the office of Chairman for the coming year. It was proposed by Councillor Dent and seconded by Councillor Irwin that Mr Wilson should be elected as Chairman for a further term. There were no other nominations so Mr Wilson was duly elected. The Acceptance of Office Form was completed and witnessed by the Clerk.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:

Councillor Dent proposed that Councillor Buck should be re-elected as Vice Chairman. Mr Buck had expressed his willingness to continue in this position prior to the meeting. The nomination was seconded by Councillor Irwin. As there were no other nominations it was agreed that Mr Buck should be asked to continue to serve as Vice Chairman and that he would complete the Acceptance of Office form when he returned from abroad later in the month.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT:

Councillor Wilson began his report by thanking the Clerk, Mrs O'Neil, for her support and guidance over the past year. Mrs O'Neil had been the 59th Clerk in the country to complete the Clerk's Long Distance Learning Course.

Mr Wilson went on to report that many of the County and District works scheduled for the past year had been put on hold because of the Foot and Mouth epidemic. However thanks to the work of Councillor Lillystone and Mrs Helen Shepherd (North Yorkshire County Council) improvements to many of the footpaths were underway. A new footpath had been created along the Batts and Mr Wilson paid particular tribute to Mr and Mrs Malcolm Gill of Crakehall Watermill who had generously provided a new footbridge to form a link with the existing path. A new dog/litter bin had been provided by the Council and a display board would soon be in place showing the footpaths around the villages.

The Footpath from Village Farm to St Edmunds had been resurfaced with grant aid from Hambleton District Council and the County Council had been responsible for resurfacing the footpath from River View up Blacksmith Bank.

The Village Greens had been preserved and enhanced beyond the Church through a generous offer made by Messrs Staniland, Bunting and Smith. The Parish Council had contributed to the Church's undertaking of laying turf reinforcement mesh by the Church  wall to prevent more erosion of the grass. The Chairman expressed his thanks to Mr Cole, Mr Gill and Mr Johnson for their contributions in maintaining the appearance of the Green and also to Councillor Walker who organised the overhaul of the tractor.

The Speed limit through the Village had finally been reduced to 30mph and hopefully policing would ensure that this is heeded. Parking on the Green remained an ongoing problem and signs had been erected at the end of the lay-by near Bridge House to ease the problem of blocked access.

The Council is in the process of producing a set of rules and regulations for the Cemetery, following concerns raised about dangerous headstones. Mr Kilding was thanked for his work in maintaining the area so well.

Councillors had been unanimous in formally adopting the Code of Conduct for Councillors.

Questionnaires issued and collected would hopefully provide feedback to form the basis of the Village Plan, funding for which is being provided by the Countryside Agency. It is hoped that the Plan will be of help when requesting grant funding for village projects.

Plans are in hand for a number of events mainly on 3rd June to celebrate the Queen's Golden Jubilee.

The Parish Council is now featuring on the Crakehall web-site and it is hoped that many parishioners will  be kept informed of Council affairs through this means.

Councillor Wilson concluded by thanking Councillors Weighell and Smith for their attendance and guidance at Parish Council meetings. He also thanked fellow Councillors and residents for their work and commitment to the good of the villages. 

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES:

Councillor Irwin proposed that Councillors Dent and Lillystone should continue as the Council's representatives for the Yorkshire Local Councils' Associations. This was seconded by the Chairman and unanimously carried. Both accepted the re-appointment. It was proposed by Councillor Irwin, seconded by Councillor Dent and carried unanimously that Councillor Lillystone continue to represent the Council on the Village Hall Committee. Councillor Lillystone was also appointed as the Council's representative for the Community Footpath Initiative (proposed by Mr Irwin, seconded by Mr Dent, carried unanimously)

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

There was no other business.
