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Crakehall lost by 16 runs
No-one can doubt the commitment of Crakehall’s captians this year. After Joe Lincoln’s bravery on Saturday, Tim Bishop captained Crakehall on Wednesday evening despite it being his wedding anniversary. Fourteen blissful years, but the possibility of a second successive league title was enough for Tim to forgo romance in preference to a warm summer evening in the grounds of Thorp Perrow.
Sat in the shade of the ornate pavilion, Thorp Perrow batted first and Timmy Taylor got an early break through claiming a wicket with the seventh ball of the innings. But despite the early success the batsmen soon established themselves and the Thorp Perrow numbers one and three made 71 and 69 respectively. Timmy claimed his second wicket with the first ball of his second spell, but with wickets in hand Thorp Perrow had nothing to lose and they lost their last three wickets run out. 
Set a challenging total of 164, Crakehall chose to open with Steve French and Adam Ward. Adam was timing the ball well and hitting the ball straight and hard, when a ball kept low and he was bowled. Luke Haslam was looking comfortable hitting mainly boundaries (and even running the odd three!) when he played on for 25. Tim Bishop came in and with his normal power blasted his way to useful 23. As the batsmen came and went Steve French was still at the crease and was working hard for his runs. Top scoring with 35 all but three strokes were singles! At a time when the match was starting to slip out of Crakehall’s reach, Dean Norman came in and despite the light which was fading quickly he was seeing the ball clearly from the start. He scored two from the first ball he faced and went on to score at every opportunity. Needing 30 off the last over, Timmy Taylor came in and scored off every ball he faced – with two threes and a six, he gave it a good go – but Crakehall came up just short.

Despite the result, it was a good game played in beautiful surroundings. One game remains in the evening league and Crakehall’s championship ambitions most likely lie beyond their control, relying on the results of other games. As a small village side, winning the first division of the Wensleydale League last year was an incredible feat, defending it would be incredible – so whatever happens next week, Crakehall should be extremely proud of the way they have risen to the occasion against strong opposition.

For full match reports and details of further fixtures visit www.crakehall.org.uk 
NEXT HOME GAME: Saturday 2nd July against Marton cum Grafton at 2pm
