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  Crakehall v. Kirkby Malzeard – 6th June 2008

Towler Cup
Crakehall lost by 16 runs

Having received a bye in the previous round, Crakehall found themselves drawn against Kirkby Malzeard in the Quarter Finals of the Towler Cup. Played over 22 overs, this evening cup competition tends to result in some hard-hitting encounters – and Friday night’s match was no different. It was a tough draw though as Kirkby Malzeard play four divisions higher than Crakehall in the first division of the Nidderdale League.
Choosing to bat first, Kirkby Malzeard’s opening pair were in formidable form and as a result of their prolific stroke play they soon raced to 46 when the first wicket fell in the sixth over. Numbers three, four and five were also striking the ball well, despite the very gloomy conditions with Atkinson scoring 60 and Pickles 66 not out. The batsmen were hitting the ball so cleanly that the ball was almost clearing the road to Kirkbridge! Needless to say Crakehall’s bowlers’ figures were not as tight as they been throughout the rest of the season but Timmy Taylor (31 for 1 from 6) and Colin Poole (31 for 1 from 5) were the pick.
You expect limited over games to have high run rates, and it was exhilarating watching Kirkby Malzeard set a target of 191 from the 22 overs, 

The Crakehall batting line up was strong, but when Joe Lincoln’s and Adam Ward’s wickets fell early on some of the spectators (including me) were beginning to fear the worse. But Luke Haslam and Timmy Taylor put up strong resistance. Luke was timing the ball beautifully before getting run out when trying to get a quick single for 61. Timmy played sensibly allowing Luke to keep the strike, until he got his eye in and made 42 before he too was run out. Nigel Cole also put in a valuable quick fire 15. And throughout, Crakehall were just about keeping pace with Kirkby Malzeard’s run rate. So going into the final over, Crakehall needed a four off every ball and had two wickets in hand. Steve Thompson-Roberts smacked the first and second balls of the over straight to the boundary, and with nothing to lose, it was a shame he got caught out on the third. Crakehall finished 175 all out – but had put in a really valiant effort keeping the match alive to the last. 
Far from being intimidated by the large total, failing light or higher ranked opposition, Crakehall came out battling. They never let their heads drop and in the pub after the game (for a swift half and sociable debrief) the mood was still very buoyant. There will not be many games when we see in excess of 350 runs scored – and all that on a rather drab, cold June evening. Crakehall have drawn Kirkby Malzeard in the Nevitt Cup as well, so let us hope for a similar game – just perhaps with a more favourable result to Crakehall!
For full match reports and details of further fixtures visit www.crakehall.org.uk
