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  Crakehall v. Darley 2nds – 31st May 2008
Nidderdale League
Crakehall won by 88 runs
Crakehall 6 points. Harrogate Gas Sports 0 points.

Crakehall were resplendent in their newly acquired club caps, kindly sponsored by Beck and Pollitzer, as the late spring sunshine shone down on the village green on Saturday afternoon. On paper, it was one of their strongest batting teams, but batting first, the top order struggled to make runs with the score only reading 3 for 18 in the early stages. 
The middle order though steadied things. Stuart “Muzza” Murry (on his return to the Crakehall side), batting number five, played sensibly for his 31 before failing to get forward and being caught LBW. He was joined at the crease by Tim Bishop who put in an impressive quick fire 21 then “Timmy” Taylor made valuable runs a second successive week with 24. It was Colin Poole though who top scored with 35. It was left up to Ted Haslam though to see out the last few balls to ensure that Crakehall secured the batting point. Crakehall set a target of 153 for nine from their 45 overs.
There was a competitive air to the fixture and Darley were clearly buoyed by their performance in the field, but the first wicket fell to Dan Poole when the scoreboard only read nine. He bowled particularly well taking 2 wickets for only eight runs from six overs including two maidens. The home side fielded well with the Thompson-Roberts father and son combination putting in their normal consisten displays.  Muzza took two catches at crucial points in the game and Adam Ward taking a good catch at second slip. Joe Lincoln should be singled out for a particularly fearless performance fielding in the line of fire at point. All six of Crakehall’s bowlers bowled well. Luke Haslam only went for six runs from his five overs including a wicket, bowled. 
The Man of the Match award had to be given to Tim Bishop who not only batted well, but took four wickets for 11 from his five overs and he clinched the final crucial wicket by a direct hit on the stumps at the Hall end. 

There is a real belief about this Crakehall side. Each member seems prepared to step up to the mantel and make their contribution. Crakehall should continue to lead Division five, and they play bottom of the table Raskelf next Saturday away. 
Last week’s rain lead to a number of cancellations, so the Wath Cup fixture against Newton le Willows has been rearranged for Tuesday and Crakehall will play Kirkby Malzeard on Friday at home. This is in addition to the Wensleydale League fixture against Richmond Mavericks on Wednesday evening at Crakehall and Sunday’s annual friendly against Leeds based Romany on Sunday.
For full match reports and details of further fixtures visit www.crakehall.org.uk 
NEXT HOME GAME: Wednesday 4th June against Richmond Mavericks at 6.30
