[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Bravery wins the day – as captain Joe supported by his young side 
Ripley 2nds v Crakehall – 26th July 2008

Nidderdale League

Crakehall won by 6 wickets
Crakehall 5 points. Ripley 2nds 1 point

On what seemed like the hottest day of the year so far, Crakehall lost the toss and fielded first as they took on Ripley 2nds in the heat of the day. With a wedding taking place in the grounds of Ripley Castle, and sun beating down the scene was perfectly set for a beautiful afternoon of tea, ice cream and cricket – but I didn’t have to run in to bowl 12 over as the thermometer topped 26 degrees.

The Crakehall side was substantially depleted – with a lot of the regular first choice (and second choice) players being tempted away from the sound of leather on willow and instead being enticed by the glory and jollity of a football presentation evening – which promised to be an all day (and all night) celebration! Still ringing round for players on Saturday lunchtime, captain Joe Lincoln decided he would have to play, despite sustaining serious injuries during Wednesday night’s game. This still meant Crakehall played with ten men. 
Crakehall opened with Dan Poole from the Castle end and unusually Luke Haslam. They restricted the Ripley batsmen to just over one an over. As first drinks were taken at 15 overs, the score only read 23. Dean Norman and Steve Thompson-Roberts were given rare opportunities with the ball. It was Colin Poole though who made the first break-through when Steve Thompson Roberts took a catch at cover. As the fielders did well to maintain concentration in the searing heat, Luke Haslam took the two remaining wickets (one bowled; one caught by Dan Poole) and finished with 32 for two from his 12 overs including four maidens. Dean also bowled tightly only going at three an over from his 11 overs. Given the lack of shade, wind and fielding with only ten men on a big pitch, Crakehall did well to restrict Ripley to 162. The loss of only three wickets though meant that Ripley earnt the batting point. George Webster was an inspiration in the field, impressing everyone with his athleticism and enthusiasm. Ted Haslam saw plenty of the ball and showed his usual consistency, and Sam Williamson patrolled the cover boundary faultlessly.
A well-deserved tea was enjoyed by all. Crakehall’s batting line-up was affected just as much as the bowling. So Crakehall sent out their opening pair of Steve Thompson-Roberts and Colin Poole to face the Ripley bowling attack. They got off to a decent start, and were going along at five and six an over before Steve was dismissed for four. It looked for while as though extras would top score, but Luke Haslam and Colin Poole started to build a nice partnership with Colin making 12. Mike Thompson-Roberts was sent in to try and support the batsmen and was joined at the crease by Dean Norman when Luke’s wicket fell for 29. Dean came in five and played an innings mature beyond his years as he picked his shots and runs, but when Mike’s wicket fell Joe Lincoln decided he would have to bat despite a plaster cast on his right hand following his broken thumb sustained whilst keeping wicket on Wednesday night. Sporting a batting glove that was cut and then taped around his hand to offer some protection, it did not seem to hamper Joe’s ability or power - as the horses in the adjacent field can testify. (Fortunately the horse was hit on the half volley and appeared undeterred by the unexpected interruption to his grazing!) Dean went on to make 24 and Joe made his 50 with the last stroke of the game, hitting the final ball for six!
Crakehall made 168, extras recorded 33. All in all, it was an excellent result for Crakehall. Suffering from injuries and missing personnel it was encouraging to see the depth of ability of some of the players. I doubt however, that there will be few braver performances than the captain who lead by example, with a black eye; a glued eye brow and a broken thumb (all cricketing injuries sustained within the last week), he went on to score the winning runs and secure 5 points for his side.

For full match reports and details of further fixtures visit www.crakehall.org.uk 
NEXT HOME GAME: Saturday 2nd August against Marton cum Grafton at 2.00pm
