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  Harrogate Gas Sports v. Crakehall – 24th May 2008
Nidderdale League
Crakehall won by 5 wickets
Crakehall 5 points. Harrogate Gas Sports 1 point.

Before Saturday’s fixture, Crakehall lead Division 5 by 3 points, the highest place ever in the Nidderdale League and perhaps the last 150 years! 
The trip to Harrogate saw them battle against top of the table rivals Harrogate Gas Sports. Playing on Pannal Ash’s ground, with expansive boundaries, Crakehall won the toss and put their rivals in. 

Debutant Nathan Taylor worked tirelessly in the field supporting his bowlers on the long off and third man boundaries. Joe Wilkinson, who graduated into the side towards the end of last season, impressed with the ball, bowling a lengthy 8-over spell. It was quick thinking and accurate throwing from Colin Poole that secured the first two wickets by way of run outs (including one direct hit). 
The fielding side were getting no luck though, as everything fell just short of the fielders. Luke Haslam bowled tightly for his 12 overs. It was “Timmy” Taylor though who took the wickets in his second spell claiming two scalps for 35 runs conceded. Colin Poole wasn’t far behind with two for 36. Dean Norman also put in a useful two-over spell towards the end of the innings. Mike Thompson-Roberts kept wicket efficiently whilst the experience of Ted Haslam and Phil Taylor kept the home side’s total down to a manageable 174 for 5.  
On an unpredictable wicket, Steve Thompson-Roberts worked hard for his 15 runs, but once again it was captain Joe Lincoln who moulded a game winning innings. Initially, Joe cautiously picked the right balls to play his strokes against the Harrogate attack. And as he built his innings gradually, Timmy joined him at the crease. In a batting performance showing maturity beyond his years, Timmy allowed Joe much of the strike, whilst carefully accumulating a handy 30 runs himself. Joe soon opened his shoulders and finished with another incredible score of 87, but it was left to Joe Wilkinson and Colin Poole to secure victory with 20 overs remaining.
Crakehall will hold on to top spot for a second week, but attention now moves to the cup and evening league. With Tuesday night’s fixture in the Wath Cup against the neighbouring village of Newton le Willows and Wednesday evening’s home fixture against Richmondshire. 
For full match reports and details of further fixtures visit www.crakehall.org.uk 
NEXT HOME GAME: Wednesday 28th May against Richmonshire at 6.30
