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  Raskelf 2nds v. Crakehall – 7th June 2008
Nidderdale League
Crakehall won by 2 runs
Crakehall 5 points. Raskelf 2nds 1 point

In contrast to the previous night’s game, Saturday’s fixture against Raskelf was played in bright sunshine. The boundaries were big and the instead of the run rate being around the ten an over mark, the game was played at a much more sedate three an over! But that it is not to say it was not entertaining and it actually resulted in the tightest finish I have seen this season!

Raskelf were an extremely young side. Winning the toss, they chose to field, much to Crakehall’s captain’s surprise, as the temperature was 22oC. They bowled straight, with a good line and length. Their fielders were agile and had strong, accurate throwing arms. It is difficult to understand why they are bottom of the league.

The Crakehall batsmen had to run up majority of the runs as the ball got held up in the damp outfield following heavy rain the previous night. The openers got off to a slow start, but Joe Lincoln (41) and Luke Haslam decided sixes (37) were the best route, and Steve Thompson Roberts played well for his 19. Colin Poole put together another nice knock (14). Trying to maximise the size of the target set, Nathan Taylor went in to face the remainder of the final over and played a lovely stroke for his one not out.
Crakehall saw their 45 over’s out, scoring a low total of 140 for the loss of 9 wickets, which meant they secured the batting point.

As the sun continued to beat down, the outfield dried out and the ball travelled along the ground a little easier, and runs seemed to come more quickly. The run rate though never really crept above three an over. Dean Norman’s strong arm was important in saving crucial runs. All the spectators and players were captivated, one eye on the game, one eye on the scoreboard and mental arithmetic working out how quickly they needed to score. With five over’s to go the required run rate crept up to four an over. Timmy bowled the penultimate over and went for three runs. The captain called everyone into a huddle, ready for the final over – I am not sure what was said, but they came away looking determined. The ball was handed to Colin Poole and bowling the final ball, Raskelf needed two to draw, and trying to slog the ball, the wicket fell.

A low-scoring game, but one which came down to the final ball. It is these tight games, and self-belief that could make the difference this season.
NEXT HOME GAME: Wednesday 11th June against Thorp Perrow at 6.30

For full match reports and details of further fixtures visit www.crakehall.org.uk 
