YOUR VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall committee, some 18 months ago commissioned a survey asking all members and user groups to recommend improvements needed for the village hall. 
Over 80 suggestions were returned. 
The committee and representatives of each user group were asked to score out of 10 each suggestion. 
The top 10 were as follows:
New/refurbished kitchen. 
New double cooker. 
   Replace all windows & doors.  New kitchen floor. 
           Refurbish toilets. 
   New curtains/blinds.        Hearing loop system. 
    Replastering of Stembridge Room. 
Redecoration of Stembridge Room. 

   Extension for Storage.

Planning permission for the extension had been obtained in Dec. 2006 so the next hurdle was to finance the projects.  A fund-raising committee was formed, who to date have organized performances such as ‘Stars in their Eyes’, and ‘The Wind in the Willows’ as well as other events.  We are also fortunate to have monies donated from the Pantomime and Domino Evenings.  

We then proceeded to investigate further fundraising with the help of Nicky Smith, the Development Officer for Voluntary Services Association; our first application to ‘Tarmac’ was unsuccessful but undeterred we applied to the Hambleton Community Grant Scheme, the North Yorkshire County Council Area Committee and ‘Awards for All’ for help with everything except the extension. We were successful with all three applications hence the new windows and doors recently installed by ‘Lifetime’.

Our latest application for help with the extension is to Yorventure and for this we needed three letters of support and 10% matched funding.  We are very grateful to Bedale’s Community Plan Forum for the latter and thank David Smith (Local Councillor),  Hazel Kirby (Northallerton and District Voluntary Services) and Peter Cole (Community Link Officer at Hambleton Council) for the letters of support.  

The Committee would also like to thank all villagers who donate their time and money to the hall both by helping out and attending functions, which keep our wonderful asset going. 
Don’t forget this is YOUR village hall, which is already used by many groups and individuals from Crakehall and surrounding areas. If you require any information regarding the hall, the Chairman is Jonny Neale and Booking Secretary Bill Gregg, whose details can be found on the Village Hall page of this website.
(contributed by Martyn Mongan)
